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Map details 
Datum: GDA 1994                 Projection: MGA 1994              Map Zone: 55 
Map Base: ADS 40 Dun ga lea r 
Topographic Map: DU NGALEAR 8538 1:100000 
Noted scales:  T rue when  prin ted o n  A1 size paper 

Local Government Area:  Walgett 
 

Status of Biodiversity Thresholds

 

Barwon 
Nature Reserve and 

State Conservation Area 
 Fire Management Strategy 

2017 - 2022 
  

This strategy should be used with aerial photography and field reconnaissance. 
This is a relevant Plan under Section 38 (4) and Section 44 (3) of Rural Fires Act 1997. 
T hese data are n o t guara n teed to b e free fro m error or o m issio n . T he NS W  Natio n a l Parks a n d W ildlife a n d its emplo yees 
disc la im lia b ility for a n y a ct do n e o n  the in fo rm atio n  in the data a n d a n y c o n sequen c es o f suc h a cts or o m issio n s. 

T his do c um en t is c o pyright. Apart fro m  a n y fa ir dea lin g fo r the purpo se o f study, researc h c ritic ism  o r review, as 
perm itted un der the c o pyright Act, n o  part m a y b e repro duc ed b y a n y pro c ess witho ut written  perm issio n . 

T he NS W  Natio n a l Parks a n d W ildlife S ervic e is part o f the Offic e o f En viro n m en t a n d Herita ge. 
Pub lished b y: Offic e o f En viro n m en t a n d Herita ge (NS W ). 

Co n ta c t: NPW S  No rthern  Pla in s Regio n , 
PO Bo x 848 Narra b ri NS W  2390. Ph 6792 7350 

IS BN: 978-1-925753-33-2   OEH2018/0126 Date Approved:  18 December 2017 
 

 

Fire Season Information 

Wildfires 
 T he critic a l wildfire seaso n  is likely to  o c c ur in  the No vem b er to  Marc h perio d when  
there is a higher in c iden c e o f lightn in g. 

 Bushfire risk m a y b e elevated a fter a pro lo n ged perio d o f a b o ve-a vera ge ra in fa ll due 
to  in c reased gro wth o f n ea r surfa c e fuels, suc h as grasses. 

Prescribed Burning   Prescrib ed b urn in g is un likely to  b e effec tive in  m o st years. T he exc eptio n  will b e a fter 
a pro lo n ged perio d o f a b o ve-a vera ge ra in fa ll, whic h results in  pro lific  grass gro wth 

 

Operational Guidelines 
General Guidelines 

Aerial operations 
 

 Aeria l o peratio n s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c o m peten t perso n n el. T his in c ludes direc tin g a eria l b o m b in g 
a n d a eria l ign itio n  o peratio n s 

 T he use o f b o m b in g a irc ra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro un d-b a sed suppressio n  c rews sho uld b e lim ited to  very 
spec ific  c irc um sta n c es. 

 All a eria l ign itio n  o peratio n s require the c o n sen t o f the In c iden t Co n tro ller.  

Backburning 
 

 All perso n n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efo re b a c kb urn in g o peratio n s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g in  areas o f Lo w – Mo derate OFH will require the use o f win d, o r lo w hum idity to  m a xim ise 
effec tiven ess. Ba c kb urn in g sho uld b e tim ed fo r late a ftern o o n  a n d early even in g. 

 W here pra ctic a b le to  assist m o p-up effo rts, c lea r a 1m  ra dius aro un d dea d a n d fib ro us b a rked trees a dja c en t 
to  c o n ta in m en t lin es prio r to  b a c kb urn in g, o r wet do wn  these trees durin g the ign itio n . 

Command & Control 
 

 T he first c o m b a ta n t a gen c y o n  site m a y assum e c o n tro l o f the fire, b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t la n d 
m a n a gem en t a gen c y is n o tified pro m ptly.  

 A sen io r NPW S  o ffic er is to  lia ise with the RFS  to  en sure that the a gen c y in  c o m m a n d a n d c o n tro l is 
determ in ed a n d a n  In c iden t Co n tro ller is appo in ted 

Containment Lines 
 

 New c o n ta in m en t lin es require the prio r c o n sen t o f a sen io r NPW S  o ffic er. 
 Co n structio n  o f n ew c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e a vo ided, where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n  b e 
c o n structed with m in im a l en viro n m en ta l im pa c t. 

 All perso n n el in vo lved in  c o n ta in m en t lin e c o n struc tio n  sho uld b e b riefed o n , a n d m ust c o n sider b o th n a tura l 
a n d c ultura l herita ge sites in  the lo c a tio n . 

 All c o n ta in m en t lin es n o t required fo r o ther purpo ses sho uld b e c lo sed im m edia tely at in c iden t en d. 

Earthmoving Equipment 

 Pla n t m a y o n ly b e used with the prio r c o n sen t o f a sen io r NPW S  o ffic er.  
 T he gra der is the preferred type o f earthm o vin g equipm en t.   
 Gra ders m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien c ed o ffic er, a n d a c c o m pa n ied b y a fire fightin g 
vehic le.  

 Gra ders will n o t c o n struct c o n ta in m en t lin es within  design ated m a c hin ery exc lusio n  areas. 
 Gra ders m ust b e washed do wn , where pra c tic a b le, prio r to  en terin g NPW S  estate a n d a ga in  o n  exitin g NPW S  
estate. 

Fire Suppression Chemicals 
 T he use o f fo a m , gels a n d retarda n ts will NOT  b e perm itted within  100 m etres o f da m s a n d waterc o urses 
ho ldin g water. 

 T he a eria l use o f fo a m , gels a n d retarda n ts sho uld b e appro ved b y a sen io r NPW S  o ffic er. 
Rehabilitation  W here pra ctic a b le, c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilitated as part o f the wildfire suppressio n  

o peratio n  
Smoke Management  Po ten tia l sm o ke im pa c ts a n d m itiga tio n  ta c tics will b e assessed durin g the pla n n in g o f fire o peratio n s. 
Visitor Management  The area is generally closed to the public. 

 No  guided visito r a ctivities will b e perm itted durin g perio ds o f S evere + Fire Da n ger or durin g fire o peratio n s 

WARNING 
 T he highest risk o f run n in g grass fires is likely to  o c c ur a fter pro lo n ged perio ds o f a b o ve-a vera ge ra in fa ll a n d 
will likely c o in c ide with tim es when  la go o n s, creeks a n d sha llo w c ha n n els are m o ist. T here is a risk o f b o ggin g 
un der these c o n ditio n s. Crews m ust b e a ware o f po ten tia lly b o ggy areas to  a vo id the risk o f en trapm en t. 

 Bla c k text – Gen era l guidelin es   Blue text – Reserve spec ific  guidelin es   Red text – Ma jo r warn in gs 
 

Operational Guidelines - Heritage 
General Guidelines 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Site Management 

Modified trees (IS1), including scarred trees 
 Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, exclude site tree from fire where possible 
 Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees 

 
Ground based sites (IS2), including: camp sites, artefacts, grinding grooves, waterholes and quarries 
 Protect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-moving equipment and vehicles 

 
Resource sites (IS3), including fig-tree groves 
 Protect site from physical disturbance 
 Avoid any burning into Dry Vine Rainforests 

 
AIIMS  data b ase m ust b e c hec ked as part o f pla n n in g fo r fire o peratio n s 

Historic Heritage 
Site Management 

W here po ssib le, b ushfire suppressio n  a c tivities to  b e c a rried o ut with the a id o f a n o peratio n s m ap, sho win g 
lo c a tio n  o f c ultura l assets. 
T here structures that are c o n sidered to  ha ve po ten tia l histo ric herita ge va lues are: 
 Iva n ho e S hea rin g S hed a n d asso c iated sheds, whic h were in  use un til 2008; 
 Iva n ho e Ho m estea d, b uilt durin g the 1920s, a b a n do n ed in  1976, a n d ruin ed b eyo n d repa ir 
 Eura la h ho m estea d a n d prec in c t, c o n tin uo usly o c c upied fro m  c irc a  1890 to  2009 
 Glen ga rry Hut. 
 

Threatened Flora and  
Fauna Management  T he pro tective a c tio n s fo r threaten ed fa un a  ha ve b een  in c o rpo rated in to  the o peratio n a l guidelin es. 

 

Vulnerable to  
frequent fire 

T he c urren t fire in terva l is 
sho rter tha n  the 
rec o m m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

Within threshold  
T he tim e-sin c e-fire is 
greater tha n  the 
rec o m m en ded m in im um , 
a n d less tha n  the 
rec o m m en ded m a xim um . 

Long unburnt 
T he c urren t fire in terva l is 
lo n ger tha n  the 
suggested in terva l. 

 

Asset 
Protection Zone 

T he o b jec tive o f this zo n e 
is to  pro tec t a 
c o m m un ic a tio n s fa c ility 
b y m a in ta in in g the 
Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd at 
LOW . 
 

Land 
Management 

Zones 

T he o b jec tive o f this zo n e 
is to  c o n serve b io diversity 
a n d pro tec t c ultura l 
herita ge b y applyin g 
b io diversity thresho lds 

 

Available - only 
ephemeral conditions 

T his area is gen era lly has NIL 
o r LOW  OFH, exc ept durin g 
seaso n s pro duc in g 
c o n tin uo us gro un d c o ver  

Unavailable for 
prescribed burning 

T his area is un a va ila b le fo r 
prescrib ed b urn in g, due to  
NIL o r LOW  OFH, o r 
ec o lo gic a l requirem en ts. 

Ava ila b ility fo r b urn in g m ust b e referen c ed with the 
Status of Biodiversity Thresholds. 

 

Vegetation management guidelines 
Community Management guidelines Fire Behaviour 

Flo o dpla in  W o o dla n ds 
Co o lib a h – Bla c k Bo x - 

Ro sewo o d 

 Burn in g sho uld o n ly b e c o n duc ted durin g late win ter -  
sprin g 

 Min im um  in terva l 5-10 years b etween  fire even ts 
 No  m a xim um  in terva l has b een  set as flo o d even ts 
a n d regim es are c o n sidered to  b e the m o st im po rta n t 
en viro n m en ta l fa c to r in fluen c in g vegetatio n  
c o m m un ity structures. 
 

 T he Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd (OFH) is LOW, with to ta l 
fuel lo a ds b elo w 5 to n n es/ hec tare. Fuels likely to  
c a use sprea d o f a wildfire are n ea r surfa c e a n d 
elevated vegetatio n  suc h as grasses, c hen o po ds a n d 
b urrs. T hese fuel types m a y in c rease in  gro wth 
fo llo win g pro lo n ged wet perio ds. 

Riparia n  W o o dla n ds 
River Red Gum  – T ea  T ree – 

Bla c k Bo x 

 Avo id prescrib ed b urn in g 
 An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  20 years 
sho uld b e a vo ided 

 Avo id high in ten sity fire even ts 
 No  m a xim um  in terva l is applied, as ec o lo gic a l 
thresho lds are flo o d b a sed 

 Po ten tia l rate o f sprea d is usua lly LOW  due to  lo w 
OFH 

 Fire m a y c a rry thro ugh this c o m m un ity a fter 
suc c essive wet seaso n s pro duc e a grassy 
un dersto rey 

Grassla n ds 
Mitc hell Grass – Fa iry Grass 
– Ro ly Po ly – Lo w den sity 

Co o lib a h 

 Min im um  in terva l b etween  fire even ts sho uld b e 2 
years, with a m a xim um  in terva l b etween  5-7 years 

 Ava ila b le fo r prescrib ed b urn in g fo llo win g pro lo n ged 
wet perio ds o n c e grasses ha ve dro pped seed. 
 

 Prim ary fuel is grass 
 Po ten tia l rate o f sprea d is depen den t o n  seaso n a l 
c o n ditio n s 

 A LOW  OFH o c c urs durin g dry seaso n s 
 A MODERAT E – HIGH OFH m a y develo p a fter 
suc c essive wet seaso n s lea din g to  develo pm en t o f 
c o n tin uo us c o ver 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ratin g system  that in c ludes surfa c e (lea f litter), n ea r surfa c e (lo w shrub s & grasses), elevated (shrub s), a n d b a rk 
fuels. 
 

Suppression Strategies 
Conditions & forecast Guidelines 

Fire danger rating 
LOW - HIGH 

 Co n sider a b ro a d c o n ta in m en t strategy usin g existin g tra c ks, lo w fuel areas, o pen  areas a n d rec en tly 
b urn t areas. 

Fire danger rating 
VERY HIGH - EXTREME 

 Co n sider a strategy c o n ta in in g the fire to  the sm a llest area pra ctic a b le, usin g a c o m b in a tio n  o f 
gro un d c rews, fire un its, m a c hin ery a n d a irc ra ft.  

 S ec ure fla n k as so o n  as po ssib le o n  the n ext predic ted do wn win d side. 
  An y pro po sed b a c k b urn in g m ust b e assessed o n  the required reso urc es, their c a pa c ity a n d the tim e 
required to  m o p-up a n d sec ure pro po sed b urn  edges prio r to  the o n set o f S evere + c o n ditio n s, a n d 
then  ho ld. 

Catastrophic  Revert to  pro perty pro tec tio n . 
 
 
 
 

Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and Comments 
NPW S  VHF 11-17  NPW S  Firegro un d c ha n n els 1-7 o n ly 
RFS   W 114  Cryo n  

U HF - CB   S m a ll fires - Cha n n el 10 
 Large fires - determ in ed b y IMT  

Aviatio n  127.4  CT AF –  Mo ree (55 km ) 
Mo b ile pho n e   varyin g rec eptio n  
S a tellite pho n e   Divisio n  Co m m a n der will n eed to  use a S a t Pho n e to  

c o m m un ic ate with the IMT  
 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

Duty Offic er (24 ho urs)  
Narra b ri Offic e (b us. ho urs) 

6792 4680 
6792 7300 

NSW RFS North West Zone  6822 4422 
RFS Rural Fire Brigades   

NSW Fire Brigade Newc a stle 4929 7177 
Emergency Services Po lic e, Fire, Am b ula n c e 000 

SES  13 2500 
Police Co llaren eb ri  

W a lgett  
6756 4999 
6828 6899 

Council W a lgett 6828 1399 
 

1
2

3
4

Asset Pro tectio n  Z o n es
1 - Eura la h
2 - W o o lshea d
3 -T errib ee Hut
4 - Glen ga rry Hut

An a lysis o f fuel lo a d, fire histo ry
a n d pla n t c o m m un ity ec o lo gy 
required b efo re iden tifyin g sites 
fo r b urn s.
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