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OPERAT IONALGUIDELINES 
ACT IVIT Y  OPER AT IONALGUIDELINES  

 W here NPW S isnotthe firstresponding a uthoritytoa rrive a ta fire onNPW S la nds,a com petent 
officer fira l firsuppression a ctivitiesunti m W S  ofthe first e uthoritywil direct e l a co petentNP OfficerCom m a nd, a ssum escontrol(unlessa greem entsha ve been m a de).In the interim ,the OEHArea Ma na gerorcontrol a nd  R egiona l DutyOfficerwill esta blish a nd m a inta in conta ctwith the firstfire a uthoritytoconfirm firefirefighting suppression objectivesa nd stra tegies.a rr

Fir
a ngem ents  T he use ofea rthm oving equipm ent,reta rda nta nd a eria l burning techniqueswill onlybe perm ittede R esponse subjecttothe a pprova l ofthe OEHLia isonOfficera tthe incident,orin a ccorda nce with the objectives 

sta ted in the BFMCpl ofopera tions.a ns 
l wa ter bing a nd ia  a e m e eserAeria  bom a erl ignitions rperissibl in this R ve.

 W here possible,surfa cta ntsshould be used toincrea se the effectivenessoffire bom bing opera tions,
however use wa ter ses nd da ma void within 100m of cour a s.Aircra ft  W hile a ircra ftca n a ssistin ‘knocking down’fire a nd reducing ra te ofsprea d,ground crewsa re critica lOpera tions toensurcontin ente a m .

All a iropera tionsm ustbe fullyintegra ted with ground opera tionsa nd incidentm a na gem enttoensure 
sa fetya nd m a xim ise effectiveness. 

 T he control a nd com m a nd ofthe burnopera tion will be in a ccorda nce with the IncidentMa na gem ent
S tra tegy,with overa ll supervision bythe IncidentController. 

Opera tiona l briefingsa nd sa fetycheckswill be conducted before the ignitionofthe burn toensure 
personne a  l a a l l s fety,pub ic sa fetya nd opertion success.

Contrl linesm be sufficient contin the burunderthe conditions nticipa ted.o ust to a n  a
Burning Adequa te resourcesm ustbe com m itted toensure the sa fetyofpersonnel a nd conta inm entofthe burn
Opera tions in the tim e specified for the opera tion.

T l - m a l e nd e s. he ightup ethods nd sequenceswil ensurconta inm entofthe burn a sa fetyoffirfighter 
Adequa te ea ns m ust a a l ble a l personnel invoved in burning opertions.m ofcom m unica tion be v ia to l  l a  
Aba ck-burn should be conducted onlywhen both fuel a nd wea therconditionsa re suita ble forthe 
conta inm entofthe burn.T hism a ybe a tnightwhen itiscoolera nd m ore hum id,a ftera wind shiftor
lull,ora ftera cool cha nge. 

constructed l shoud be used for ining bushfir wher  Existing tra is l conta es everpossible.
 T em pora ryfire control linesm a ybe constructed oresta blished toconta in bushfiresa nd prescribed
burnswithin predeterm ined bounda ries.W here necessa ry,reha bilita tion orrestora tionoftem pora rily 
constructed contrl lineswil ao l be undertken.

Al tra is ll constructed a nd m a inta ined the sta nda rdspr ibed in ide ines for the Planning,l l wi be to escr Gu l
Construc ion and Maintenance o Tracks ofLnd nd a terConsera  .t f (Depa rtm ent a a W  v tion,1994)

Fire Control Ea rth m oving equipm entm ustbe supervised a nd guided bya n experienced NPW S officerora person
lines to arecognised be ppropria telyexperienced.

Asfa ra spossible,control linesa re nottobe im proved orconstructed in the a rea sidentified on the 
opera tionsm a p. 

Dorm a nttra ilsm a ybe used a s a stra tegic control line during a n incident;howevertheym a yneed 
som e m echa nica l work toclea rregenera ting vegeta tion a nd fa llen tim bers. 

 R a ke fuel a wa yfrom the ba se offibrous-ba rked trees,a nd from a round logsclose tothe edge ofthe 
control lines. 

Ea rthm oving equipm entm a ybe used forfire opera tions,ba sed on predicted successoffire 
suppression a nd tosensitive environm ents. ,a s a s l controa nticipa ted im pa cts However f ra possib e, l
lines e to m orconstructed in the r identified the opertionsm a p.a rnot be i proved  a ea s on a  

 W hen the incidentcontrollerisnota n OEHofficer,a pprova l m ustbe ga ined from the R egiona l
Ma na gerorotherseniorofficerbefore ea rthm oving equipm entisdeployed foruse onOEHm a na ged
la nd. 

Ea rth m oving equipm entm ustbe supervised a nd guided bya n experienced NPW S officerora person
Ea rthm oving to arecognised be ppropria telyexperienced.
equipm ent All ea rthm oving equipm entem ployed in fire opera tionsm ustbe a ccom pa nied bya supportvehicle tha t

ha sequipm enta va ila ble toconta ctsupportpersonnel in a n em ergency.Ea rth m oving equipm ent
involved in directorpa ra llel a tta ck m ustbe a ccom pa nied byeithera Ca t9fire unitora fire ta nkerfor 
sa fetypurposes. 

Atthe sta rtofa shift,a ll opera torsa nd guidesm ustbe briefed on sa fetyconsidera tionsa nd a ctionsto 
preventda m a to na turl a nd l a  ge sensitive a  cuturl herita ge.
l thm oving equipm entshoud be e m n ged derAl ea r l wa shed down beforentering OEH a a la ndsin or to 
preventthe potentia l reloca tionofweedsorpa thogens. 

 T he use offire suppression chem ica lsisperm itted within the R eserve.However,a sfa ra spossible, 
excl use e m a s 100m of cour a  a rude the offirsuppression che ic l within wa ter ses nd da m s,a nd ea s
identified on athe opertionsm a p.

 R eta rda ntsshould onlybe a pplied where there isa high proba bilitytha ttheiruse will be successful.
W heneverreta rda ntsa re tobe used,preference should be given tousing reta rda ntsba sed onFire a m m onium sulpha te.suppression ForCla ss1a nd 2fires,the use ofreta rda ntsm ustfirstbe a pproved bythe R egiona l Ma na gerorchem ica ls delega ted officer.ForCla ss3fires,the IncidentControllerorOEHlia ison officerm ustnotifythe
R egiona a a  toa r a dal M n gerofthe intention l y etr nt.

 W hen intensive a pplica tion offire chem ica lsha soccurred,considerm a pping a nd recording a spa rtof
the fire historya nd fire m a na gem entofthe R eserve.T hisinform a tion should be stored in a GIS ,a nd 
used forpossible future m onitoring. 

Apost-fire reha bilita tion pla n m ustbe prepa red ifthe fire m a na gem entstra tegiesa nd ta cticsha vePostfire produced, a the potentia produce,l l sting im pa cts.orh ve l to ong areha bilita tion T r l a ocess l nning. he eha biittion pr shoud be a ddressed in incidenta ction pla  
 T he potentia l im pa ctsofsm oke a nd possible m itiga tion ta cticsm ustbe considered when pla nning for 
wildfire suppression a nd prescribed burning opera tions.

S m oke  W here there ispotentia l forsm oke ora ctivitiesfrom wildfiresa nd prescribed burning toim pa ctonm a na gem ent public roa d tra fficorpublic tra nsport,lia ise in a dva nce (where possible)with the releva nta uthority,eg.
R MS .Atra ffic m a na gem entpla n,incorpora ting the use ofsa fetysigns,will be developed a spa rtof
the IncidentAction Pla n. 

ca use nger ground per through eMa y da to sonnel sm oke conductionof lectricitythrough the a ir.T ra nsm ission
lines Conta ctthe releva nta uthoritytoturn the poweroffpriortoim plem enting ba ck burning opera tions 

underlines. 
Accesstowa tersupplieson priva te propertywill be negotia ted priortouse,excepta ccording to

W a tersupplies S ection 44provisions. 
Arra ngem ents a toep a ce a    rm ybe m a de r l w terused a fterthe fire,a s equired.

 
NAT URALHERIT AGEGUIDELINES 
W here possible; 
 Minim ise size a nd intensityofwildfires,a nd m a na ge toproduce m osa ic burn pa tterns. 
 Exceptfora ssetprotection,fire should onlybe a pplied in response toa dem onstra ted lossofbiodiversity.Fire will be
introduced in a ccor e egim e thresholds.da nce with the biodiversityfirr  

 Avoid im plem enta tionofprescribed burnsduring S pring,a nd during tim esofprolonged drought.Minim ise introductionof
high intensityfiresduring prescribed burning opera tions. 

 Avoid da m a ging/felling hollow-bea ring a nd nest/feed treeswhen esta blishing control lines,m opping up a nd during 
prescribed burning.During m op up a ctivitiestrytoextinguish fire ra thertha n fa lling tree.Ifha bita ttreesa re loca ted on 
control linesrem ove fuel from ba se oftree,priortoprescribed burning orba ckburning. 

 Minim ise the use ofea rth m oving equipm ent. 
 Avoid the use offire suppression chem ica lswithin 100m ofstrea m s a nd ripa ria n environm ents. 
 

FIRESEASONINFORMAT ION 
T he critica l fire sea sonoccursbetween m id Novem bera nd Februa ry,when sea sona l conditionsha ve the highestpotentia l to 
susta in fire.Periodsofprolonged droughtm a yextend the fire sea son. 
Anyproposed prescribed burning should be a voided during S pring,a nd during tim esofprolonged drought. 
During the fire sea son preva iling windsduring the da ya re from the north west. 

FIRESUPPRESSIONST RAT EGIES 
FFDI OPERAT IONALGUIDELINES
General  R esponse tofire will be determ ined byincidenta pprecia tion a nd situa tion a na lysisa nd will 

considerwa rningsa nd sa fetym essa gesconta ined in sta nda rd opera ting procedures. 
 R esponse stra tegiesshould be ba sed on the currenta nd foreca stra te ofsprea d a nd directionof
the fire. 

 S a fetya nd the protectionofhum a n life isthe firstpriorityin fire m a na gem entopera tionsa nd the 
prim a ryconsidera tion a ta ll tim es,followed byprotectionofcom m unitya nd environm enta l a ssets. 

 T here a re notra ilsin thisreserve.Initia l a tta ck isbyground crewswa lking in orbyhelicopter
insertion,ora eria l initia l a tta ck until crewsa va ila ble. 

 Ea rthm oving equipm entca n be used toconstructtem pora ryfire tra il a ccess.
CurrentLow-Mod &  Underta ke reconna issa nce a nd m onitoring.Forec astLow-  Underta ke direct,pa ra llel orindirecta tta ck a long existing conta inm entlines.Mod   W here pra ctica ble,considerm a xim ising the fire a rea in a ccorda nce with the requirem entsofa ny 

proposed prescribed burnsidentified in Bushfire Ma na gem entCom m ittee a greem ents. 
 S tra tegiesforresponse include deploym entofR em ote Area Fire T ea m s(R AFT )with a eria l 
support,including wa terbucketing,the use ofexisting tra ilsa sconta inm entlines,a nd where 
necessa ry,the use ofea rthm oving equipm entforthe esta blishm entofconta inm entlines.

CurrentLow-Mod &  Inordertom inim ise the fire a rea a nd secure the fla nksa ssoon a spossible,underta ke direct,Forec astHigh or> pa ra llel orindirecta tta ck a long the closestconta inm entlines. 
 Pa ypa rticula ra ttention tothe fla nk on the predicted down wind side. 
 Considerfa llba ck conta inm entstra tegies. 
 S tra tegiesforresponse include deploym entofR em ote Area Fire T ea m s(R AFT )with a eria l 
support,including wa terbucketing,the use ofexisting tra ilsa sconta inm entlines,a nd where 
necessa ry,the use ofea rthm oving equipm entforthe esta blishm entofconta inm entlines.

CurrentHigh or>&  Initia l a tta ck stra tegiesa nd ta cticsshould be im plem ented toconta in firestothe sm a llesta reaForec asth igh or> possible  
 Underta ke indirecta tta ck a long existing ornewlyconstructed conta inm entlines. 
 S ecure a nd deepen conta inm entlinesa long the predicted downwind side ofthe fire. 
 Allow sufficienttim e tosecure conta inm entlinespriortothe fire im pa cting on them ,toa void 
wa sted efforta nd potentia l fa ilure. 

 Prepa re a nd im plem entfa ll ba ck conta inm entstra tegies.
FireAd vantages  S trea m sin the reserve a re interm ittenta nd should notbe rega rded a spa ssive control linesunder 

norm a l conditions. 
 
 

South RangesRegonern i
Belm ount

AreaStateConservation
Fire onsOperati Map2016

IS BN:978-1-76039-500-1,OEH2016/0568,Version:October2016 
T h isMapsh ould beused in c onjunc tion with airph otosand ground reconnaissanc ed uring

inc id entsand th ed evelopm entofinc id entac tion plans. 
CopyrightNa tiona l Pa rksa nd W ildlife S ervice.T hese da ta a re notgua ra nteed tobe free
from errororom ission.T he Na tiona l Pa rksa nd W ildlife S ervice a nd itsem ployeesdiscla im

lia bilityfora nya ctdone on the inform a tion in the da ta a nd a nyconsequencesofsuch a ctsorom issions.
T hism a p isba sed onLa nd a nd PropertyInform a tion S ta nda rd 1:25000T opogra phicMa p S eries.

R eproduced with perm issionofLa nd a nd PropertyInform a tion.

LIFE&PROPERT YGUIDELINES 
W here possible; 
 Visitorsin ora dja centtothe fire ground will notbe perm itted unlessa uthorised bythe Incident
Controller.Ifa fire brea ksoutcheck ca m pgroundsforvisitors(prefera blybya ir)a nd give
directionsifrequired.T he presence ofvisitorsshould be reported tothe incidentcontroller
im m edia tel  l rrnge fora n a necessa ry,whowil a a  ev cua tion if y.VisitorS a  'eser cosed'or'm  m ust l ced in ea s R ve l s oke ha za rd'signs be p a a r sused byvisitorpriorto(FMM) 

fety 
 underta king prescribed burning. 

 Notify edi l e escr e reserve.m a tha twidfirorpr ibed firexistswithin the  
 Access a lswil be l to l e where atri l cosed the pub ic during firopera tions, a ppropri te.
 R eserve closure m a ybe im plem ented during periodsofveryhigh fire da nger,when the pa rk
isthrea tened byfire,  a e a ctua lyburning in eserorwhen firis l r ve.

AssetProtection  eferto l a  a l l a ssets.R CuturlHeritge Guide inesforcuturl a
(FMM)  heneverpossibl es l entering ea ving the eserW  e fir shoud be suppressed priorto orl r ve.
 
MANAGEMENT ZONEGUIDELINES 
Z ONE GUIDELINES (W IT HINT HEZ ONE) 

 Minim ise size a nd intensityofwildfires,a nd m a na ge toproduce a m osa ic burn pa ttern,where 
wea therconditionsperm it. 

 Attem ptsca n be m a de toincrea se burn pa tchinessbyuse ofincendia ries,reta rda nt,wa ter
bom bing etc. 

 Fire suppression chem ica lsm a ybe used tosuppressfire,however,m inim ise use within 100m  
ofdra ina ge lines.La

M
nd  Minim ise of a th oving equipm entthroughoutthe eser a excude within 20  use e r m r ve nd l a m buffera na gem ent from K ennedyT rig.Z one   Protectm a ture treesa nd m inim ise felling la rge a nd hollow bea ring treesduring m op up 

a ctivities. 
escr e l e necess r sset orecoogica Pr ibed firwil be used wherdeem ed a yfora protection  l l 

purposes. 
 Esta blish m onitoring progra m toidentifya rea swhere vegeta tion com m unityissenescing due to
la ckoffire. 

CULT URALHERIT AGEGUIDELINES 
T HEME GUIDELINES  

 During Fire opera tions,IncidentMa na gem entT ea m sshould obta in inform a tion a bout
Aborigina l a a  l site inform a tion fr AHIMnd historic heritge.Aborigina  om  S issensitive a nd 

a Me or  ust asubjectto  m a ndum ofUndersta nding.S ite da ta m be used ppropria tely.
Protection of  Briefpersonnel involved in control line construction a nd vehicle ba sed fire suppression
Cultura l
(FMM)

Herita ge opera tionson site loca tionsa nd the required m a na gem entstra tegiesforsite protection. 
 Include in IncidentActionPla ns.

 Cultura l Herita ge Division sta ffrelea sed forthe purpose offire suppression a ctivitiesshould 
opera te in a specia listpla nning ca pa city,a spa rtofa n IncidentMa na gem enttea m ,to 

a dequ te cutur herit ssets e ensure a protectionof l a l a ge a during firsuppression a ctivities.
 During wildfire opera tions,preventthe use ofea rthm oving equipm enta nd orgroundK ennedyT rig disturba nce within 20m etresofthe ca irn site (T rig) 
 Al fue l cea r o r tr when ying pr ibed burning.l l shoud be l ed frm a ound identified ees ca rr out escr

S ca rred orca rved trees  Fue ll clea r a round identified where l  pa rt e l wi be ed trees, possib e,a s offirfighting.
 Identified ees l m a r c ea rybefora ny o ines e tr shoud be ked l l e contrl l a rconstructed.
 Avoid new tra il constructionorground disturba nce within close proxim ityofsite.W here 
possible,ensure site isprotected byconstructing tra ilsorha nd tool lineson the a dva ncing

S tone a rra ngem ents, firesside. 
cerem onia l rings,rock  Clea r, a nd, fuelsfrom  byh excess the site.
engra vings,rock a rt,  Avoid directa tta ck m ethods(including a eria l wa terbom bing)a tknown sites.S urfa cta nts
grinding grooves a nd r a i l l m  not l on eta rda ntsin era ine drops a ybe used a dja centto,but directy sites.

 Ha za rd reduction orba ck burning opera tionsshould m inim ise the potentia l threa tofra dia nt
hea ta nd s oke (a bon deposition)on m c r  sites.

Buria ls,a rtefa ctsca tters,  S itesm ustbe clea rlydefined a nd m a rked whereverpossible,a nd control linesm usta void 
m iddens protect)a l Aborigina   (a nd a ttem ptto l l siteswheneverpossible.
For lthe purposesofpub ic exhibition,som e inform a tion will notbe displa yed due toobliga tionsunderthe Freedom ofInform ationAct1989,
Priva cya nd Persona l Inform a tionProtectionAct1998,regula tionsa nd a m endm ents,a nd Mem ora ndum ofUndersta nding between the
Depa rtm ent a nd Conserva tion a nd Aborigina  ofEnvironm ent l Com m unities.

CONT ACT PHONENUMBERS 
PARKS AND WILDLIFE GROUP RURAL FIRE SERVICE EMERGENCY SERVICES 000
Queanbeyan c (B/H) 62297166 re 62263100 -YassAreaOffie  YassFiControlCentre POLICE 62269399
Queanbeyan c Fax 62297004   -GunningAreaOffie   48451244
Queanbeyan k h  62978601 Briga e AreaWor s op d –Belm ountForest   
Inc d AnsweringServie   AMBULANCE ient c (A/H) 1800629104   000Tum utOffie  69477000 StateOperati (24Hr) 87415400 SESYass 132500c (B/H) ons  
Jid ne c (B/H) 64505555n aby Offie  Fi& ueCOUNCILS re R esc Yass 62261058OTHER ORGANISATIONS UpperLac h lanShi 48454100 IGHBOUR NFROMATIONre NE I(24Hr)Wild care  62991966 OnerwalALC 62295349 ConsultSR R on atabasesegi d
 

 

RADIOCOMMUNICAT IONS 
AGENCY/ CHANNEL NOT ES
RESOURCE 

VOT E
GROUP  

281 MtCronin – m a ybe m a rgina l in som e a rea softhisreserve 
NPWS(VHF) 280 282 Bla ck T rig – m a ybe m a rgina l in som e a rea softhisreserve 

283 MtGinini-m a ybe m a rgina l in som e a rea softhisreserve. 
n/a  11-17 NPW S sim plexfire ground cha nnelsNPWS(VHF)

FIREGROUND 41-60 R FS fire ground cha nnels1-20 
- Consultwith R FS todeterm ine prim a rycom m unica tionsduring a nRFS(PMR) S 015 incident. 

RHS(UHF)CB - 26 Belm ountForest 
119. S wide
120
10MHz ta te 

122
.80MHz S ta te wide Unauthorised andAIRCRAFT COMMUNICAT IONS

(Fire Com m unica tion T ra fficAdvisory 123
.80MHz S

Pi
ta te wide inappropriate use of 

128
.45MHz lots(chitcha t)“T he Num bers”cha nnel Aviation Channels is aFrequenciesF-CT AF) 

132
.70MHz S ta te wide criminal offence 
.75MHz S ta te W ide 

MobilePh oneCoverage–genera lly,the covera ge ispoor,howeverm a ybe m a rgina lon ridge system s.Use ofhigh ga in 
vehicle a eria l recom m ended. 

! !	 IndigenousS ite Fire T ra il Cla ssifica tion S potHeight W a terbody! Confirm ed/Uncofir
Airba se 

m ed  
Essentia l Fire T ra il 0# T rig S ta tion

 ! Hel  Historic S ite Im porta ntFire T ra il La nding Ground Belm ountS CA
 T hrea tened Fa una Dorm a ntT ra il 

Powerline >66kv 
! Confirm ed/Uncofir

ipa d 
m ed 
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