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Veg etation Th res h old Treatm ent 

Too Frequently Burnt Fire thresholds have been exceeded. Protect from fire as far as possible. 

Vulnera b le to Frequent Fire T he area will be T oo Frequently Burnt if it burns this year. Protect from fire as far as possible. 

W ith in Th res h old Fire history is within the threshold for vegetation in this area. A burn is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided. 

Long  Unb urnt Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the area. A prescribed burn may be advantageous. Consider allowing unplanned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient data to determine fire threshold. 

No Reg im e As s ig ned Areas which do not have recommended fire intervals assigned to them eg. cleared land, rock. 

NB. Fire th res h olds a re defined for veg etation com m unities to conserve b iodivers ity 

 

Fire Ma na g em ent Zone Treatm ent 

As s et P rotection Zones  
T he objective of AP Zs is the protection of human life and property. T his will have precedence over guidelines for the management of biodiversity. 
M aintain Overall Fuel Haz ard at M oderate or below. 

Strateg ic Fire Adva nta g e 
Zones 

T he objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity in locations to assist containment of wildfires, by maintaining the Overall Fuel Haz ard less 
than HIGH. 

La nd Ma na g em ent Zones T he objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural heritage. M anage fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

 

Veg etation Ris k Ma na g em ent Inform a tionVeg etation Fire Th res h olds

Operations Ma p

Com m unications  
Service Ch a nnel Location a nd Com m ents  
NPW S 
Repeaters 302  T he Governor   Simplex 602 

RFS  N008  Digital Voting 
U HF - CB   Small fires channel 10, large fires determined by IM T  

Aviation - CT AF 134.70 NIB frequency unless another frequency is allocated on an incident 
Cellphone   T elstra 3G coverage is generally available in most areas especially the ridges  

 

Fire Sea son Inform a tion 

W ildfires  T he critical wildfire season occurs during November and December. T his period may commence in late 
September and extend into the first half of January. Particular care is required during periods of negative 
Southern Oscillation Indices. T he end of the critical fire season is often mark ed by wet storm activity. 

P rescrib ed 
Burning  Effective prescribed burning may need to be conducted once the “critical fire season” and thunderstorm 

season is over. Prescribed burning attempted after autumn rain is unlik ely to be effective. 
 

Suppres s ion Strateg ies 
Conditions  Guidelines 
 

All veg etation types  

Fire danger rating  
LOW  - HIGH 

 Consider a broad containment strategy using existing roads, allowing long-term management 
requirements for biodiversity  

 Direct and parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units. 

Fire danger rating  
VERY  HIGH - 
EX T REM E 

 Close parallel attack , moving around the head only when the fire stops running 
 Distance between the flank and machinery and fire units should be k ept to a minimum   
 Any proposed back burning must be assessed on the required resources, their capacity and the time 
required to mop-up and secure proposed burn edges prior to the onset of Severe + conditions, and 
then hold. 

 

Fire History

Operationa l Guidelines 

Aeria l 
Operations 

 Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. T his includes directing aerial 
bombing and aerial ignition operations 

 T he use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be limited 
to very specific circumstances. 

 All aerial ignition operations require the consent of a senior NPW S officer or the Section 44 
Appointee.  

Backb urning  
 All personnel must be fully briefed before back  burning operations begin. 
 Back burning in areas of Low – M oderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to 
maximise effectiveness. 

Com m a nd & 
Control 

 T he first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant 
land management agency is notified promptly.  

 T he initial Incident Controller will liaise with the RFS to ensure that the agency in command is 
determined and an Incident Controller is appointed. 

Conta inm ent 
Lines 

 New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPW S officer. 
 Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can 
be constructed with minimal environmental impact. 

 All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both 
natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. 

 All containment lines not required for other purposes should be closed immediately at the cessation of 
the incident. 

Ea rth m oving  
Equipm ent 

 Plant may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPW S Officer.  
 Plant must always be guided and supervised by an experienced officer and accompanied by a 
support vehicle (NPW S). W hen engaged in direct or parallel attack , this vehicle must be a fire fighting 
vehicle. 

 Th e use of g raders is preferred wh ere pos s ib le. 
 Containment lines running along valley areas should be constructed 20-50 metres from the gully line 
to avoid severe erosion. 

 Plant must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPW S estate and again on exiting 
NPW S estate.  

Fire 
Suppres s ion 
Ch em ica ls  

 T he use of foam, wetting agents and retardants will NOT  be permitted within 50 metres of dams and 
watercourses holding water. 

 T he aerial use of gels and retardants should be approved by a senior NPW S officer. 
 T he use of retardants requires the approval of a senior NPW S officer. 

Reh a b ilita tion  W here practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire 
suppression operation. 

W ater P oints  Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations. 
Sm oke 
Ma na g em ent  Potential smok e impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. 

Vis itor 
Ma na g em ent 

 Implement the emergency management plan during Severe + Fire Danger, or when fires are 
threatening walk ing trails and public use facilities. Ensure the closure is advertised on the NPW S 
visitor website. 

 A risk assessment of any guided activities will be undertak en if the FDI is Very High+, or if 
 there is a fire in the reserve.  
 Advise apiarists of fire threats, and the restrictions in place for entry to the reserve. 

WARNINGS   
       Black text – general guidelines Blue text – reserve specific guidelines Red text – important warnings 
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Contact Inform a tion 
Ag ency P os ition / Location P h one 

Nationa l P a rks 
& W ildlife Service 

Duty Officer (24 hour) 8275 1742 
Barwon Area Office (bus. hours) 6792 7300 

NSW Rura l Fire Service  
Gwydir Tea m  

M ichael Brook s 0427 101 124 
Duty Officer 6792 3667 
Z one Office 6792 3667 
Bobbiwaa Brigade – Steve Falk iner 6793 3110 / 0427 440 881 

NSW Fire Brig a de Fire and Rescue NSW  000 
Em erg ency Services Police, Fire, Ambulance 000 

SES  132 500 
P olice Narrabri 6792 7199 
Council Narrabri 6799 6866 

 

Ma p deta ils  
Datum: D_ GDA_ 1994 Z one_ 55     Geographic Coordinate System: GCS_ GDA_ 1994    T opographic M ap: Narrabri 8837S 
Loca l Governm ent Area: Na rra b ri 

 

Veg etation Cla s s  (Keith ) Veg etation Ma na g em ent Guidelines  Fire Beh aviour 

Western Slopes Dry Scleroph yll 
Forests  

 
 Open forest dominated by ironbark  eucalypts and cypress pine, 10-25m 
tall 
 An interval of fire events less than 15 years and greater than 40 years 
should be avoided, but 
 A higher fire interval may be permitted after a fire free interval of 25 years 
 

 
 Potential rate of spread is Low in most areas due 
to Low to M oderate OFH 
 Loca lised h ig h er fire intens ity may occur in 
higher ground / near surface fuels (ripa ria n 
a rea s) or higher elevated fuels (s a ndstone 
s h rub b y woodla nds) 
 

Floodpla in Tra ns itiona l Woodla nds  

 
 W hite box, white cypress, silver leaved ironbark  
 A fire interval of events less than 7 years should be avoided. 

 
 Potential rate of spread is Low in most areas due 
to Low to M oderate OFH 
 Loca lised h ig h er fire intens ity may occur in 
higher ground / near surface fuels (ripa ria n 
a rea s) or higher elevated fuels (s a ndstone 
s h rub b y woodla nds) 
 

 

Fire Type Fire Deta ils  

P rescrib ed Burn NPW S records indicate haz ard reduction burning has not been 
undertak en in this Reserve. Vegetation types indicate Low OFH in most 
years and a general inability to conduct prescribed burning. 

 

W ildfire 
NPW S and Rural Fire Service data have not recorded wildfires in this 
Reserve. 

 

Datum/Projection: GDA_1994_MGA_Zone_55
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Bullawa Creek  
State Conservation Area 
Fire M anagement Strategy (T ype 2) 

2019 - 2024 

 

Th is  strateg y s h ould b e used in conjunction with  aeria l ph otog ra ph y a nd field reconna is s a nce. 
T hese data are not guaranteed to be free from error or omission. T he NSW  National Parks and W ildlife and its employees disclaim liability for any 

act done on the information in the data and any consequences of such acts or omissions. 
T his document is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of study, research criticism or review, as permitted 

under the copyright Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without written permission.  
T he NSW  National Park s and W ildlife Service is part of the Office of Environment and Heritage. 

Published by the Office of Environment and Heritage (NSW ). 
Contact: NSW  National Park s and W ildlife Service, Northern Inland Branch 

ISBN:  978-1-925754-64-3 OEH Num b er: OEH2019/0170 La st Updated: 30/05/2019 

 

 

Th is  strateg y is a releva nt P la n under Section 38 (4) a nd Section 44 
(3) of th e Rura l Fires Act 1997. 

 

 

Off-Park Roads
Off-Park T rack s

NPW S Estate

1 Indigenous Site Group 1
2 Indigenous Site Group 2
3 Indigenous Site Group 3
Historic Site
T hreatened Property
Gate NPW S
Gate non NPW S
Heli Landing Site
Helipad
Refuge Area
Staging Area
W ater Point H & V
W ater Point Helicopter
W ater Point Vehicle
Contour Lines - 20m

v v Powerlines - Essential Energy
W alk ing T rack s 

Leg end
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Roads
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Perennial

Off-Park - U nnamed T rack  

Dormant

Essential - Cat 1
Essential - Cat 7
Essential - Cat 9
Important - Cat 1
Important - Cat 7
Important - Cat 9

M ainly Dry
Non Perennial
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Herita g e Guidelines 

Ab orig ina l 
Cultura l 
Herita g e 

IS 1 – As far as possible protect site from fire. Do not cut down trees. 
IS 2 – As far as practicable protect the site from fire. Avoid all ground disturbance and driving over           
sites.  Avoid water bombing which may cause ground disturbance. 
IS 3 – Avoid all ground disturbance. Avoid water bombing. Site may be burnt by fire without damage. 
Modified trees 
 As far as possible, protect the site from fire, and do not cut trees 
 U se of foams & retardant is acceptable. 
Ha b itation s ites 
 Exclude control line construction from sites. Consider a buffer zone of about 50 metres from the sites. 
 AIIM S databases must be check ed as part of planning for fire operations. 

Historic Sites  Nil 

Th reatened 
Fauna & 
Flora  

 T he protective actions for threatened fauna have been incorporated into the Operational Guidelines 

Soil Eros ion 
Ma na g em ent 

T he soils within the reserve are generally highly dispersive, and very susceptible to erosion after 
disturbance. T he construction of control lines aligned to the direction of water flow will be particularly 
vulnerable. 
 Light blading must be employed during control line construction 
 Bar drains or roll-overs must be constructed as soon as possible. 

 

Loca lity Ma p
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