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Current Vegetation Status (Fire Thresholds)

Datum: Geocentric Datum of Australia (GDA) 1994 
Projection: Australian Map Grid (AMG) Zone 56 

Aerial Photography: 
Flown in 2005. 

 

Fire Season Information 

Wildfires 

The statutory wildfire 
season occurs 
between 1st October 
and 31st March. This  
may be extended if  
weather conditions 
lead to increased f ire 
danger outside of this 
period.  

Prescribed 
Burning 

(NPWS FMM 4.7) 

Prescribed burning in 
this area is normally 
undertaken in Spring 
through to Autumn. 

 
Related Documents 

 National Parks and Wildlife 
Service Fire Management 
Manual 2012-13 

 Capertee Mugii Muram-bam 
Plan of Management 

 Cudgegong Bushfire 
Management Committee – 
Operations Coordination 
Plan  

 Lithgow Bushfire 
Management Committee – 
Operations Coordination 
Plan 
 

 

 
 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone Mobile Fax 

National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

Regional Duty Officer (24 hour) 
- ask for Blue Mountains Region 
Duty Officer 

47876094    

Mudgee Area Manager 6370 9000    0428 218 019  
NPWS Mudgee Area office 63709000                       6370 9010 
NPWS Rylstone Depot 6379 1368   6379 1341 
Blue Mountains Regional Office 4784 7300   4782 6100 
FIMS 9895 6444    9895 6465 
Flight Operations Unit (Park Air) 87134900   87134999 

RFS 
Lithgow  Fire Control Centre 6353 1862    
RFS Aviation 8741 5401  8741 5301 

SES Emergency 132 500   
Emergency 
Services  Police Ambulance and Fire 000   

Forests NSW Dubbo Office 6841 4288  6884 4771 
Police Mudgee 6372 8599   6372 8511 

Ambulance Bookings 131 233   
Hospital Mudgee District Hospital 6378 6222   
Council Mid Western Regional Council 6378 2850   

Centennial Coal Airly Mine 6359 2112 
6359 2121   

 

Operational Guidelines 
Refer to Strateg y for  Fire Management 2003 and Fire Management Manual 2005. 
Brief  all personnel involved in suppression operat ions on the following issues: 
General Guidelines 

Aerial  Water 
Bombing 

(NPWS FMM 4.4 / 
NSW Fir e Agencies 
Avia tion SOPs O2 / 
NPWS Guidel ines for 
Effective Aircraft 
Management) 

 The use of bombing aircraf t should support containment 
operations by aggressively attacking hotspots and spot-overs. 

 The use of bombing aircraf t without the support  of ground based 
suppression crews should be limited to very specific 
circumstances. 

 Where practicable foam should be used to increase the 
effectiveness of the water. 

 Ground crews must be alerted to water bombing operations. 
Aerial Ignition 
(NPWS FMM 4.2 .20 & 
4 .4  / NSW Fire  
Agencies Aviation  
SOPs O2-4  / NPWS 
Guidelines for Effective  
Air craft Management) 

 Aerial ignit ion may be used during back-burning or fuel reduction 
operations where pract icable, but only with the prior consent of 
NPWS Regional Manager or Sect ion 44 delegate.  

 Utilise incendiaries to rapidly progress back-burns down slope 
where required. 

Backburning 
(NPWS FMM 4.8) 

 Temperature and humidity trends must be monitored carefully to 
determine the safest times to implement back-burns.  Generally, 
when the FDI is Very High or greater, backburning should 
commence when the humidity begins to rise in the late afternoon 
or early evening.  With a lower FDI backburning may be safely 
undertaken during the day. 

 Where practicable, clear a 1m radius  around dead and f ibrous 
barked trees adjacent to containment lines prior to backburning, 
or wet down these t rees as part of the backburn ignition. 

 Avoid ignition of backburns at the bot tom of slopes where a long 
and intense up slope burn is likely.   

Command & 
Control 

(NPWS FMM 4.2) 

 The f irst combatant agency on site may assume control of the 
f ire,  but then must ensure the relevant land management agency 
is notif ied promptly. 

 On the arrival of other combatant agencies,  the init ial incident 
controller will consult with regard to the ongoing command, 
control and incident management team requirements  as per the 
relevant BFMC Plan of Operat ions. 

Containment 
Lines 

(NPWS FMM 2.2  & 
3.9) 

 Construct ion of new containment lines should be avoided, where 
practicable, except where they can be constructed with minimal 
environmental impact.   New containment lines require the prior 
consent of a senior NPWS officer. 

 Where practicable, containment lines  should be stabilised and 
rehabilitated as part  of the wildfire suppression operation. 

 All containment lines not required for other purposes should be 
closed at the cessation of  the incident. 

 All personal involved in containment line construction should be 
briefed on both natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. 

Earthmoving 
Equipment 

(NPWS FMM 4.2 .20 & 
4.3) 

 Earthmoving equipment may only be used with the prior consent 
of a senior NPWS officer, and then only if  the probability of its 
success is high. 

 Earthmoving equipment must be always guided and supervised 
by an experienced of ficer, and accompanied by a support  
vehicle.  When engaged in direct or parallel at tack this vehicle 
must be a firefighting vehic le. 

 Containment lines cons tructed by earthmoving equipment 
should consider the protection of drainage features,  observe the 
Threatened Species and Cultural Heritage Operational 
Guidelines, and be surveyed, where possible,  to identify 
unknown cultural heritage sites. 

 Earthmoving equipment should be washed down, where 
practicable, prior to it  entering NPWS es tate. 

Fire Advantage 
Recording 

 All f ire advantages used during wildfire suppression operat ions 
must be mapped and where relevant added to the database. 

Fire 
Suppression 
Chemicals 

(NPWS FMM 4.2 .20 & 
4.9) 

 Wetting and foaming agents (surfactants) are permitted for use 
in wildf ire suppression. 

 The use of f ire retardant is only permitted with the prior consent 
of the senior NPWS off icer, and should be avoided where 
reasonable alternatives are available. 

 Exc lude the use of surfactants  and retardants within 50m of  
rainforest , watercourses, dams and swamps. 

 Areas where f ire suppression chemicals are used must be 
mapped and the used product ’s name recorded. 

 The Threatened Species Operat ional Guidelines are to be 
observed. 

Rehabili tation 
(NPWS FMM 5.1) 

 Where practicable, containment lines  should be stabilised and 
rehabilitated as part  of the wildfire suppression operation. 

Smoke 
Management 
(NPWS FMM 3.4) 

 The potent ial impacts of smoke and possible mitigation tact ics 
must be considered when planning for wildf ire suppression and 
prescribed burning operat ions. 

 I f smoke becomes a hazard on local roads or highways,  the 
police and relevant media must be notified. 

 Smoke management must be in accordance with relevant RTA 
traffic management guidelines. 

Visitor 
Management 
(NPWS FMM 3.6  & 

4.13) 

 The reserve may be closed to the public during periods of 
extreme f ire danger or during wildf ire suppression operations. 

Suppression Strategies 
Current 

FDR 
Forecast 

FDR  

Low – Mod Low – Mod 
 As far as possible, undertake indirect,  parallel or direct 
attack along existing control lines . 

 As far as possible, maximise area burnt without 
threatening assets, including biodiversit y. 

 Identify and survey backup control lines. 

Low – Mod = > High 
 Undertake indirect, parallel or direct attack to minimise 
the time taken to contain the fire. 

 Construct new control lines if necessary to minimise the 
time to contain the fire. 

 Identify and survey backup control lines. 

High All 
 Undertake indirect attack along existing or newly 
constructed control lines.  

 Secure and deepen control lines along the next 
predicted downwind side of the fire.  

 Identify and survey backup control lines. 

All All 

 Ensure there is sufficient time to secure control lines 
before the f ire gets to them. 

 If  there is insufficient t ime to secure control lines, fall 
back to the next potential control line. 

 As far as possible, implement threatened species and 
cultural heritage management guidelines. 

 

Fire Thresholds 
Overburnt 

Fire thresholds have been 
exceeded. 
· Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Vulnerable 
The area will be Overburnt if it 
burns this year. 
· Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Within 
Threshold 

Fire history is within the threshold 
for vegetation in this area. 
· A burn is neither required nor 
should one necessarily be 
avoided. 

Underburnt 
Fire frequency is below fire 
thresholds in the area. 
· A prescribed burn may be 
advantageous. Consider allowing 
unplanned fires to burn. 

 
No Fire 
Regime 

 

No regime has been prescribed, 
for the area and therefore no 
thresholds have been set. 

 
 

Unknown 
 
 

Insufficient data to determine fire 
threshold. 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity 
 

Fire Management Zones  
Asset 

Protection 
Zones 

The objective of APZs is the protection of human life and property. 
This will have precedence over guidelines for the management of 
biodiversity. Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at Moderate or below.  

Strategic 
Fire 

Advantage 
Zones 

The objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity across larger areas. 
Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at High or below, however adherence 
to guidelines for biodiversity will take precedence where practical.  

Land 
Manageme
nt Zones 

The objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural 
and historic heritage.  

Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds.  
 

Bushfire Suppression

Vegetation Fire Regimes

MAP LEGEND
Broad Vegetation Inter-fire Interval Regimes

Exlusion - Fire should be avoided

Intermediate Intervals        10 - 25 yrs
                                           10 - 30 yrs
                                           10 - 40 yrs
Short Intervals                    5 - 20 yrs
                                           5 - 40 yrs
                                           8 - 20 yrs

Not Applicable - cleared, agriculture, pine

Long Intervals                     20 - 50 yrs
                                            20 - 100 yrs

Not Recorded

Resource Guidelines 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Site Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.11) 

 

A1 
 As far as possible protect site from fire. 
 Do not cut down trees. 
 Use of foams, wetting agents & retardant is acceptable. 

A2 
 As far as possible protect site from fire. 
 Avoid ground disturbance including handtools, dozers. 
 Avoid water bombing which may cause ground disturbance. 

A3 
 Avoid ground disturbance including handtools, dozers. 
 Avoid water bombing which may cause ground disturbance. 
 Site may be burnt by wildfire, backburn, prescribed burn. 

Historic Heritage 
Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.10) 

*RCHMS: Regional Cultural Heritage Management Strategy. 
 In areas where the asset may be in or close to a water body, wetland 

or swamp, no foam or retardant is to be used. 
 Earth-moving machinery is to be used around, rather than 

over/through assets. 
HS1 

 High RCHMS* priority. 
 Avoid fire, including wildfire, backburning & HR. 
 Avoid all water bombing activities. 

HS2  High RCHMS* priority. 
 Avoid fire, including wildfire, backburning & HR. 

HS3 
 High or low RCHMS* priority. 
 Heritage site unlikely to be effected by fire. 
 Danger to any fire crew activity. Avoid site at all costs. 

HS4 
 Low RCHMS* priority. 
 Avoid fire, including wildfire, backburning & HR. 
 Avoid all water bombing activities. 

HS5  Low RCHMS* priority. 
 Avoid fire, including wildfire, backburning & HR. 

HS6 
 High or low RCHMS* priority. 
 Heritage site unlikely to be effected by fire. 
 Avoid use of earth moving machinery. 

HS7 
 High or low RCHMS* priority. 
 Heritage site unlikely to be effected by fire. 
 Avoid use of earth moving machinery. 
 Avoid all water bombing activities. 

 
 

Locality of Reserve
and Local Government Areas

Kandos

Rylstone

Portland

Cullen Bullen

Wollemi National Park

Gardens of Stone National Park

Winburndale Nature Reserve
Blue Mountains National Park

Turon National Park

Mugii Murum-ban State Conservation Area
LITHGOW

MID-WESTERN REGIONAL SINGLETON

BATHURST REGIONAL

MUSWELLBROOK
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Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and Comments 

NPWS – VHF 
(Repeater) 

1 
3 
8 

Bocoble repeater – covers Mudgee , Rylstone 
Coolah Tops repeater – covers Merriwa, Coolah, 
Northern Wollemi 
Coricudgy repeater – covers Rylstone, Wollemi NP, 
Capertee Valley 

NPWS – VHF  
(Fireground 
Simplex) 

33 
35 
40 

Bocoble 
Coolah Tops 
Coricudgy 

NPWS Portable 
repeater 13 Based at Blackheath-available for helicopter insertion 

UHF - CB 1-40  
 

Choose channel on fireground.  Not for strategic 
communication. 
Most RFS vehicles and helicopters have UHF.  

RFS  Determined and advised by IMT 
Mobile Phone 3G  Limited – good coverage from high peaks 
Satellite Phone  (Mudgee)  0147 153 582 

² Scale 1:25,000
0.50 1 km

   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prescription Code (Bushfire Environmental Assessment Code Threatened Species Guidelines NSW RFS 2013) 
 
Code:  XX,XX,XX   Definition: Activity , Frequency, Restrictions 
 
Example:  PB,10,>20m W ; M,0,<50m RS 
 

1. Prescribed Burn, Minimum every 10 years, >20m from water 
2. Mechanical works, Never, <50m of a roost site  

 
Activities Restrictions 

Code  Description Code Description Code Description 
PB Prescr ibed Burn a(prefix) Adjacent E Ephemeral Water Course 
M Mechanical Reduction L Know Location R River  
Sl Slashing RS Roost Site W Water Body 
Tr Trittering NS Nesting Site Sw Swamp 
TR Tree Removal H Hollows MGH Moist Grassy Habitats 
LR Log Removal S Stream AC Allocasuarina Thicket  

Other 
NR Not Recorded (species not included in BEAC) NS Not Specified, no prescriptions defined in BEAC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Threatened Flora Fire Ecology  

 
Species Prescription 

Callistemon linearifolius (V)  PB,7;M,0 
Eucalyptus cannonii (V)  PB,5;M,0 
Grevillea obtusiflora (E)  PB,10;M,0 
Phebalium bifidum (E) NR 
Prostanthera stricta (V)  PB,7;M,0 
Pultenaea sp. Genowlan Point (E)  NR 

  
Threatened Fauna Fire Ecology 

 
Species Prescription 
Anthochaera phrygia, Regent Honeyeater (E) NR 
Callocephalon fimbriatum, Gang-gang Cockatoo (V) NR 
Calyptorhynchus lathami, Glossy Black-Cockatoo (V) PB,0,AC;M,0,AC 
Chalinolobus dwyeri, Large-eared Pied Bat (V) PB,0,RS;M,0,NS 
Chthonicola sagittata, Speckled Warbler (V) NR 
Climacteris picumnus victoriae, Brown Treecreeper (eastern subspecies) 
(V) M,0 
Daphoenositta chrysoptera, Varied Sittella (V) NR 
Glossopsitta pusilla, Little Lorikeet (V) NR 
Hieraaetus morphnoides, Little Eagle (V) NR 
Ixobrychus flavicollis, Black Bittern (V) PB,7;M,0 
Melanodryas cucullata cucullata, Hooded Robin (south-eastern form) (V) NR 
Melithreptus gularis gularis, Black-chinned Honeyeater (eastern 
subspecies) (V) NR 
Neophema pulchella, Turquoise Parrot (V) NR 
Ninox connivens, Barking Owl (V) NS;M,0,NS 
Ninox strenua, Powerful Owl (V) NS;M,0,NS 
Petroica boodang, Scarlet Robin (V) NR 
Petroica phoenicea, Flame Robin (V) NR 
Pteropus poliocephalus, Grey-headed Flying-fox (V) PB,0,RS;M,0,RS 
Stagonopleura guttata, Diamond Firetail (V) M,0 
Tyto tenebricosa, Sooty Owl (V) PB,0,NS;M,0 

² Scale 1:125,000
20 4 km

² Scale 1:125,000
20 4 km

²0
Scale 1:75,000

2km

MAP LEGEND
NPWS Estate

10m Contour

Dormant
Walking Track

Site Management (see guideline tables)

Aboriginal Site"

Historic Site"

Threatened Flora"

Recent Fire History
2003 - 2013

Roads and Trails

Essential
Important

Other Fire Control Advantages

Threatened Property"

Gate (assume all gates are locked)

Cat 9

Cat 1

!

! Cat 7

Water Point Vehicle³

Water Point Helicopter³

Unclassified Trail

Capertee NP / Mugii Muram-ban SCA

NPWS Regional Areas

NPWS Managed Crown Land

Genowlan Point Dwarf 
Sheoak Heathland (EEC)

Genowlan Point Dwarf 
Sheoak Heathland (EEC)

Warning Trail Impassable

Michelle
Cross-Out


