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Status of Biodive rsity Thre sholds
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Incide nt Ma p
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Cobbora S CA 2283 Hectares

S cale 1:85,000

Vulne ra ble to  
fre que nt fire 

The current fire interval is 
shorter than the 
recom m ended m inim um  
interval. 

Long  unburnt 
The current fire interval is 
longer than the suggested 
interval. 

 

 
 

Asset P rotection 
Z one 

The objective of this z one is to 
protect a com m unications 
facility by m aintaining the 
Overall Fuel Haz ard at LOW . 
 

La nd Ma na g e m e nt 
Z one s 

The objective of this z one is to 
conserve biodiversity and 
protect cultural heritage by 
applying biodiversity thresholds 

 

 Cobbora 
State Conse rvation Are a 
 Fire  Ma na g e m e nt Stra te g y 

2016-21 
  

This strate g y should be used in conjunction with a e ria l photog ra phy a nd fie ld reconna issa nce during  
incide nts a nd the deve lopm e nt of incide nt action pla ns. 

These data are not guaranteed to be free from error or omission. The NS W  National P ark s and W ildlife and its employees disclaim 
liability for any act done on the inform ation in the data and any consequences of such acts or om issions. 

This docum ent is copyright. Apart from  any fair dealing for the purpose of study, research criticism  or review, as 
perm itted under the copyright Act, no part m ay be reproduced by any process without written perm ission. 
This strate g y is a re le va nt P la n unde r Section 38 (4) a nd Section 44 (3) of Rura l Fire s Act 1997. 

The NS W  National P ark s & W ildlife S ervice is part of the Departm ent of Environm ent, Clim ate Change & W ater. 
P ublished by the NS W  Office of Environm ent and Heritage. 

Contact: NS W  National P ark s & W ildlife S ervice, 
PO Box 838 Narrabri NSW 2830  P h. (02) 67927350  

IS BN 978-1-76039-693-0 OEH2017/0066 Date Approved: 16/12/2016  
 Ma p Deta ils 

Datum : Geodetic Datum  of Australia (GDA) 1994  
P rojection: Australian Map Grid (AMG) Z one 55 

Data: S pot S atellite Im agery: 2005. 1:50k 
Topographic Map Dunedoo 8733N 
S cale: Noted scales are true when printed 
on A1 siz e paper. 

 

Com m unications Inform a tion 
Se rvice  Cha nne l Location a nd Com m e nts 
NP W S  V HF 322 

323 
 Bodangora 
 Goonoo 

NP W S  Fireground 11-17  NP W S  Fireground channels 1-7 
R FS   N026 

W 119 
 W am boin P lains (Castlereagh) 
 Bodangora (Orana) 

UHF - CB   S m all fires - Channel 10,  
 Large fires - determ ined by IMT 

Aviation - CTAF 134.0 
126.7 

 Dubbo 
 W ellington 

Mobile phone   Telstra 3G coverage is generally unavailable for m ost of the reserve  
 

Fire  Se a son Inform a tion 
Wildfire s 

The critical wildfire season occurs during Decem ber and January. This period m ay com m ence earlier. 
P articular care is required during periods of negative S outhern Oscillation Indices. The end of the critical 
fire season is often m ark ed by wet storm  activity. 

P re scribed 
Burning  

Effective prescribed burning m ay need to be conducted once the “critical fire season” and thunderstorm  
season is over. This is due to the LOW  - MODER ATE Overall Fuel Haz ard for m ost vegetation types. 
P rescribed burning attem pted after autum n rain is unlik ely to be effective. 
 

 Ope ra tiona l Guide line s 
Ge ne ra l     Guide line s 

Ae ria l ope ra tions 
 

 Aerial operations will be m anaged by trained and com petent personnel. This includes directing aerial bom bing 
and aerial ignition operations 

 The use of bom bing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be lim ited to very 
specific circum stances. 

 All aerial ignition operations require the consent of the NP W S  R egional Manager or the S ection 44 Appointee.  

Backburning  
 

 All personnel m ust be fully briefed before back  burning operations begin. 
 Back burning in areas of Low – Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low hum idity to m axim ise 
effectiveness. 

 W here practicable to m op-up efforts, clear a 1m radius around dead and fibrous bark ed trees adjacent to 
containm ent lines prior to back burning, or wet down these trees during the ignition. 

Com m a nd & 
Control 

 

 The first com batant agency on site m ay assum e control of the fire, but then m ust ensure the relevant land 
m anagem ent agency is notified prom ptly.  

 A senior NP W S  officer is to liaise with the R FS  to ensure that the agency in com m and and control is determ ined 
and an Incident Controller is appointed.  

Conta inm e nt Lines 
 

 New containm ent lines require the prior consent of a senior NP W S  officer. 
 Construction of new containm ent lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can be 
constructed with m inim al environm ental im pact. 

 Containm ent lines running along valley areas should be constructed at 20 – 50 m etres from  the gullyline to avoid 
severe erosion. 

 No m achinery constructed containm ent lines will be perm itted in Zieria ing ramii habitat and Grey Box woodland – 
see Operations Map for known locations. 

 All personal involved in containm ent line construction should be briefed on, and m ust consider both natural and 
cultural heritage sites in the location. 

Ea rthm oving  
Equipm e nt 

 Earthm oving equipm ent m ay only be used with the prior consent of a senior NP W S  Officer.  
 Earthm oving equipm ent m ust always be guided and supervised by an experienced officer, and accom panied by a 
support vehicle. W hen engaged in direct or parallel attack , this vehicle m ust be a fire fighting vehicle. 

 Earthm oving equipm ent m ust not work  in m achinery exclusion areas due to the presence of Aboriginal sites, 
endangered species and an endangered ecological com m unity. 

 Earthm oving equipm ent m ust be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NP W S  estate and again on 
exiting NP W S  estate.  

Fire  Suppre ssion 
Che m ica ls 

 The use of foam , gels and retardants will be perm itted on the reserve 
 Fire suppression chem icals are not to be applied within 50m of water courses and dam s.   
 The use of retardants requires the approval of a S enior NP W S  officer. 

Re habilitation  W here practicable, containm ent lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression 
operation. 

Wate ring  points  Consider deploym ent of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations. 
Sm oke 

Ma na g e m e nt  P otential sm ok e im pacts and m itigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. 
Visitor 

Ma na g e m e nt 
 The reserve m ay be closed to the public during periods of extrem e fire danger, and will be closed during fire 
operations. 

  Black text – Gen eral guidelin es   Blue text – Reserve specific guidelin es   Red text – Major w arn in gs 
  Ope ra tiona l Guide line s - He rita g e  

Ge ne ra l Guide line s 

Aborig ina l Cultura l He rita g e 
Site Ma na g e m e nt 

 Machinery will be excluded from  the creek line running parallel to the Boom ley R oad, adjacent to 
the northern boundary 

Modified trees (IS1), inclu ding  scarred trees 
 Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shru bs, exclu de site tree from fire where possible 
 Foam may be u sed to protect the tree, or to exting u ish fire 
 Do not cu t trees 
Grou nd based sites (IS2), inclu ding : camp sites, artefacts, g rinding  g rooves, waterholes and q u arries 
 Protect site from any g rou nd distu rbance, inclu ding  the u se of earth-mov ing  eq u ipment and 
vehicles 

Resou rce sites (IS3), inclu ding  fig -tree g roves 
 P rotect site from  physical disturbance 
 Avoid any burning into Dry V ine R ainforests 
 
AIIMS  database m ust be check ed as part of planning for fire operations 

Thre a te ne d Flora a nd  
Fauna Ma na g e m e nt 

Endang ered flora – Zieria ing ramii 
 Maintain fire trails and turning bays to avoid any widening during incidents 
 Machinery will be excluded from  known habitat areas 
 The m inim um  fire free interval should be 10 years, with a m axim um  fire free interval of 25 years 
Endang ered ecolog ical commu nity – Grey Box 
 Machinery will be excluded from  known com m unity areas 
Threatened fau na  
 The protective actions for threatened fauna have been incorporated into the Operational 
Guidelines 

Historic He rita g e 
Site Ma na g e m e nt  Bengadee S awm ill 

 
 

Ve g e ta tion Com m unitie s a nd Biodive rsity Thre sholds 
Ve g e tation 
Com m unity 

Ve g e tation m a na g e m e nt 
g uide line s Fire  Be ha viour 

V alley and Box 
W oodlands 

 
Blak elys R ed Gum / 
W estern Grey Box/ 
Y ellow Box / Fuz z y 

Box 
 

 An interval between fire events 
less than 10 years should be 
avoided 

 

 P otential rates of spread is low due to Low / Mode ra te OFH, except during 
S evere+ 
 Localised areas of HIGH e le vated fue l ha za rd will have rapid rates of spread.  
 P rescribed burning will not be effective during periods of lower fire danger in 
m ost areas. 

R idge 
W oodlands and 
S hrublands 

 
Blue-leaved Ironbark  / 
Narrow leaved  

Ironbark  / Dywers R ed 
Gum / Black  Cypress 
P ine / Acacia 
shrubland 

 An interval between fire events 
less than 10 years should be 
avoided 

 A high intensity fire m ay be 
perm itted after a fire free 
period 25 years 

 

 P otential rates of spread is low due to Low – Mode ra te OFH 
 Localised areas of  
Hig h OFH m ay produce restricted areas of higher fire intensity 
 P rescribed burning will not be effective during periods of lower fire danger in 
m ost areas. 

R egenerating 
vegetation 

 Interval between fires to be 
determ ined revegeation 
guidelines for the reserve 

 P otential rates will be dependant on the e le vated fue l ha za rd 

OFH – Overall fuel haz ard - A rating system  that includes leaf litter, grasses, shrubs, bark  type and bark  condition. Consists of ratings for 
surface fuel, near-surface fuel, elevated fuel and bark . 

Contact Inform a tion 
Ag e ncy P osition / Location P hone  

Nationa l P a rks 
& Wildlife  Se rvice 

Duty Officer (24 hour) 6842 3041 
Dubbo Office (bus. hours) 6841 7100 

NSW RFS Castle re a g h Z one Garry W ilson 
Duty Officer 

0429 305 713 
0417 419 367 

NSW RFS Ora na Z one Lyndon W ieland 
Duty Officer 

0418 636 966 
6884 3533 

RFS Rura l Fire  Brig a des 
Boom ley Brigade – Dam ien O’Leary 
 
Cobbora Brigade – Garry Cox 
 

6886 6141 
0439 172 893 
6375 1972 
0427 456 125 

NSW Fire  Brig a de Katoom ba 4782 6077 
Em e rg e ncy Se rvices P olice, Fire, Am bulance 000 

SES  13 2500 
P olice Dubbo 

Dunedoo 
6883 1599  
6375 1208 

Council W arrum bungle 6849 2000 
 

Le g e nd
V alley and Box W oodlands
R idge W oodlands and S hrublands
R egenerating vegetation

Land V ested in the Minister

Bushfire  Risk Ma na g e m e nt Strate g ie s

Ve g e tation Suitability for P re scribed Burning 
 

Ava ila ble only during  
VERY HIGH FDI  

This area generally has LOW  
or MODER ATE OFH, 
prescribed burning effective 
only under V ER Y  HIGH FDI  

Ava ila ble - only 
e phe m e ra l conditions 

This area is generally has NIL 
or LOW  OFH, except during 
seasons producing 
continuous ground cover  

Ava ila ble – 
re g e ne ra tion 
m a na g e m e nt 

This area is available for 
prescribed burning, subject to 
requirem ents specified within 
a revegetation plan 

Availability for burning m ust be referenced with the 
Status of Biodive rsity Thre sholds. 
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Suppre ssion Stra te g ie s 
Conditions & fore cast Guide line s 
Fire  da ng e r ra ting  
LOW - HIGH 

 Consider a broad containm ent strategy using existing track s, low fuel areas, open areas and 
recently burnt areas. 

Fire  da ng e r ra ting  
VERY HIGH - EXTREME 

 Consider a strategy containing the fire to the sm allest area practicable, using a com bination of 
ground crews, fire units, m achinery and aircraft.  

 S ecure flank as soon as possible on the next predicted downwind side. 
  Any proposed back  burning m ust be assessed on the required resources, their capacity and 
the tim e required to m op-up and secure proposed burn edges prior to the onset of S evere + 
conditions, and then hold. 

Catastrophic  R evert to property protection. 


