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This strate g y is a re le va nt Pla n unde r Section 38 (4) a nd Section 44 (3) 
of the Rura l Fire s Act 1997. 

 

 

Ve g e ta tion Form a tion (Ke ith) Ve g e ta tion Ma na g e m e nt Guide lines Fire  Be ha viour 

Grassy woodla nds 
 The minimum fire interval in healthy stands of these grassy woodlands should be 10 years. W here the health of the woodlands in 
compromised through dieback the minimum fire interval should be increased. 
 The max imum interval between fire events should be 40 years. 

 Potential rates of spread are dependent on seasonal conditions. 
 Low OFH and hence low rates of spread occur in dry years when there is little grass cover. 
 Potential rates of spread can be High in Moderate OFH due to the grassy nature of the flammable elements.  

Grassla nds 
 The minimum interval between fire events should be more than 2 years. 
 The max imum interval between fire events should be 10 years. 

 Potential rates of spread are dependent on seasonal conditions. 
 Low OFH and hence low rates of spread occur in dry years. 
 A Moderate to High OFH may develop after successive wet seasons producing continuous ground cover. In these conditions 
potential rate of spread may be Moderate to V ery High. 

He a thla nds 
 Avoid Fire intervals of less than 7 years and greater than 30 years. 
 A diversity of fire intervals across the local landscape should be max imised. 
 The heathland is very restricted in area and surrounded by Grassy W oodlands. Through practical restrictions its fire management 
regime will be dictated by the Grassy W oodlands. 

 OFH is highly dependent on time since fire. W ind and terrain effects are magnified in running heath fires. The potential rates 
of spread can vary from Moderate to V ery High. 
 

Ra infore st  Fire should be avoided. No prescribed burning should be conducted. 
 Avoid high intensity fires close to rainforest boundaries. 

 Potential rates of spread are usually very low with minimal rate of spread. 

 
Dry Scle rophyll Fore sts 
(Shrub/g ra ss sub-form a tion) 
 

 The minimum interval between low intensity fires should be more than 5 years. 
 The max imum interval between fire events should be less than 50 years. 
 The minimum interval between high intensity fires should be evaluated on forest condition. 

 The potential rates of spread during ex tended dry season can be very high. OFH is normally in the range of Moderate to V ery 
High. 
 S potting associated with uphill fire runs can be severe. 

Dry scle rophyll fore sts 
(shrubby sub-form a tion) 

 Avoid fire intervals of less than 7 years and greater than 30 years. 
 The minimum interval between high intensity fires should be evaluated on forest condition. 
 A diversity of fire intervals across the local landscape should be max imised. 
 This forest type is in several slivers surrounded by Dry S clerophyll Forest (grassy sub formation). The burning regimes in this grassy 
sub formation will determine the fire regimes in this forest type. 

 OFH is highly dependent on time since fire. The potential rates of spread van vary from Moderate to V ery High depending on 
OFH. 

Wet scle rophyll fore sts 
(g ra ssy sub-form a tion) 

 This vegetation community should have low intensity fires only – avoid crown fires. 
 The interval between fires should be more than 10 years and less than 50 years. 
 A diversity of fire intervals across the local landscape should be max imised. 
 The W et S clerophyll forest is in two small patches surrounded by Grassy W oodlands, and as such its fire regimes will be dictated by 
fire intervals in the Grassy woodlands modified by fuel moisture differentials. 

 The potential rates of spread during ex tended dry seasons can be High due to Moderate to V ery High OFH. 
 There is a high potential for spotting in this vegetation type. 

Wet Scle rophyll Fore sts 
(Shrubby sub-form a tion) 

 This vegetation community should have low intensity fires only – avoid crown fires. 
 The interval between fires should be more than 25 years and less than 50 years. 
 A diversity of fire intervals across the local landscape should be max imised. 

 The potential rates of spread during ex tended dry seasons can be High due to Hig h to Extre m e  O FH. 
 There is a high potential for spotting in this vegetation type. 
 Fires are often of high intensity. 

 
Fore sted Wetla nds 

 Avoid fire intervals of less than 7 years and more than 35 years. 
 Avoid high intensity fires. 
 The Forested W etlands are in narrow corridors associated with riparian zones. They are mostly surrounded by Grassy woodlands 
and the fire regimes in these woodlands will dictate the fire impacts on the Forested W etlands. 

 Potential rates of spread are dependent on seasonal conditions. 
 Low OFH and hence low rates of spread occur in dry years. 
 A Low - Moderate OFH may develop after successive wet seasons producing continuous ground cover. In these conditions 
potential rate of spread may be Moderate. 

Fre shwate r Wetla nds 
 Fires should be avoided unless required for strategic protection of the reserve. Fire may promote exotic species growth. 
 S trategic burning should avoid fire intervals of less than 6 years and greater than 35 years. 
 There is one isolated freshwater wetland surrounded by Grassy W oodlands. 

 Potential rate of spread is low due to Low-Mod OFH in most years.  
 Localised areas of High OFH may produce areas of higher fire intensity. 

 

Ve g e tation Thre shold Tre a tm e nt 

Too Fre que ntly Burnt Fire thresholds have been ex ceeded. Protect from fire as far as possible. 

Vulne ra ble to Fre que nt Fire  The area will be Too Frequently Burnt if it burns this year. Protect from fire as far as possible. 

Within Thre shold Fire history is within the threshold for vegetation in this area. A burn is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided. 

Long  Unburnt Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the area. A prescribed burn may be advantageous. Consider allowing unplanned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient data to determine fire threshold. 

No Re g im e  Assig ne d Areas which do not have recommended fire intervals assigned to them eg. cleared land, rock. 

NB. Fire thre sholds a re  de fine d for ve g e tation com m unities to conse rve biodive rsity 

 

Fire  Type  Fire  Deta ils 

Pre scribed Burn 
2015-16: Chinamans S wamp HR  – A 450 ha fire. 
2015-16: Talbragar East HR  - A 394 ha fire. 
2014-15: Cox s creek HR  - A 344 ha fire of moderate intensity that did not reach tree crowns. 

 

Wildfire s 

2019-20: R ocky Creek R d Bundella – a small (20 ha) moderate intensity fire. 
2019-20: Half Moon Creek 2 – a 4 ha fire. 
2018-19: R acecourse – a small (9 ha) moderate intensity fire. 
2018-19: Bundella Creek - a small (10 ha) moderate intensity fire. 
2018-19: Tops Fire – a small (26 ha) fire of moderate intensity. 
2017-18: Breeza Lookout Fire - a 6 ha fire. 
2017-18: East Bluff Fire – a 2 ha fire. 
2015-16: R acecourse Fire – a 5 ha fire. 

 

Fire  Ma na g e m e nt Z one  Tre a tm e nt 

Asset Protection Z one s 
The objective of APZ s is the protection of human life and property. This will have precedence over guidelines for the management of 
biodiversity. Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at Moderate or below. 

Strate g ic Fire  Adva nta g e  
Z one s 

The objective of SFAZ s is to reduce fire intensity in locations to assist containment of wildfires, by maintaining the Overall Fuel Hazard 
less than HIGH. 

La nd Ma na g e m e nt Z one s The objective of LMZ s is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural heritage. Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

 

Suppre ssion Strate g ie s 
Conditions Guide line s 
All ve g e tation types  

Fire danger rating  
LOW  - HIGH 

 Consider a broad containment strategy using ex isting roads, allowing long-term management 
requirements for biodiversity  

 Direct and parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units. 
 Consider R AFT for lightning strikes. 

Fire danger rating  
V ER Y  HIGH 

 Close parallel or direct attack may be an option at night depending on weather conditions. 
 Distance between the flank and machinery and fire units should be kept to a minimum   
 S ecure and deepen containment lines on the nex t predicted downwind side of the fire. 
 May require aerial support to manage spot overs and monitor fire spread. 

Fire danger rating  
S EV ER E -
EX TR EME + 

 Firefighter safety is the paramount consideration in deployment. 
 Undertake broad containment strategies using main fire trails and cleared country. 
 Tactics will include property protection where safe and necessary. 
 Close parallel or direct attack and / or mop up of fire edge may be an option at night depending on 
weather conditions. 

W arning: Fire runs should be anticipated with winds from any direction. Entrapment risk is very high. 
 

He rita g e  Guide line s 

Aborig ina l 
Cultura l 
He rita g e  

IS 1 – As far as possible protect site from fire. Do not cut down trees. 
IS 2 – As far as practicable protect the site from fire. Avoid all ground disturbance and driving over           
sites.  Avoid water bombing which may cause ground disturbance. 
IS 3 – Avoid all ground disturbance. Avoid water bombing. S ite may be burnt by fire without damage. 
Modifie d tre e s 
 As far as possible, protect the site from fire, and do not cut trees 
 Use of foams & retardant is acceptable. 
Habitation sites 
 Ex clude control line construction from sites. Consider a buffer zone of about 50 metres from the sites. 
 AHIMS  databases must be checked as part of planning for fire operations. 

Historic Sites Historic sites in Coolah Tops National Park relate to logging and forestry activities. S ites are generally in 
maintained clearings and no special protective measures are required in the event of a fire. 

Thre a te ne d 
Fauna & 
Flora   

 There are no threatened flora records in Coolah Tops National Park. The protective actions for 
threatened fauna have been incorporated into the Operational Guidelines 

Soil Erosion 
Ma na g e m e nt 

The soils within the reserve are generally stable. S teep terrain is susceptible to erosion after disturbance. 
Fire trails used in fire operations should be drained as soon as possible after use. 

 

O pe ra tiona l Guide line s 

Ae ria l 
O pe ra tions 

 Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing 
aerial bombing and aerial ignition operations 

 The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be 
limited to very specific circumstances. 

 All aerial ignition operations require the consent of a senior NPW S  officer or the S ection 44 
Appointee.  

Backburning  
 All personnel must be fully briefed before back burning operations begin. 
 Backburning in areas of Low – Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to 

max imise effectiveness. 
 W here possible clear around dead and fibrous barked trees adjacent to control lines prior to 

backburning. 

Com m a nd & 
Control 

 The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the 
relevant land management agency is notified promptly.  

 The initial Incident Controller will liaise with the R FS  to ensure that the agency in command is 
determined and an Incident Controller is appointed. 

Conta inm e nt 
Line s 

 New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPW S  officer. 
 Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, ex cept where they 

can be constructed with minimal environmental impact. 
 All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both 

natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. 
 All containment lines not required for other purposes should be closed immediately at the cessation 

of the incident. 

Ea rthm oving  
Equipm e nt 

 Plant may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPW S  Officer.  
 Plant must always be guided and supervised by an ex perienced officer and accompanied by a 

support vehicle (NPW S ). W hen engaged in direct or parallel attack, this vehicle must be a fire 
fighting vehicle. 

 Plant must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPW S  estate and again on 
ex iting NPW S  estate.  

Fire  
Suppre ssion 
Che m ica ls 

 The use of foam, wetting agents and retardants will NOT be permitted within 50 metres of dams 
and watercourses holding water. 

 The aerial use of gels and retardants should be approved by a senior NPW S  officer. 
 The use of retardants requires the approval of a senior NPW S  officer. 

Re ha bilita tion  W here practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire 
suppression operation. 

Wate r Points  W ater points are limited and not always reliable. Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to 
support fire operations. 

Sm oke  
Ma na g e m e nt 

 Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire 
operations. 

Visitor 
Ma na g e m e nt 

 Implement the emergency management plan during S evere + Fire Danger, or when fires are 
threatening walking trails and public use facilities. Ensure the closure is advertised on the NPW S 
visitor website. 

WARNINGS 
 The forests within Coolah Tops National Park are generally moist high elevation forests which 

seldom dry enough to make all the significant forest fuels available for combustion. During 
ex tended dry periods caution is required when evaluating the potential fire behaviour that is likely to 
occur, as available fuel loads may be significantly higher than anticipated. 

 

Fire  Se a son Inform a tion 

Wildfire s 
The critical wildfire season occurs during October to March. The position of the R eserve high above the 
plains means lightning strikes from thunderstorm activity is the main ignition source. R apid response with 
direct attack is a key to containing wildfires from these ignition sources. 

Prescribed 
Burning  

The high elevation and cool climate of Coolah Tops NP means conditions need to be warmer and drier 
before effective hazard reduction burns can occur. Prescribed burning is most effective in late S pring, 
S ummer and early Autumn when fuel moisture has dried sufficiently for enough fuel to be available to 
sustain combustion. 

 

Contact Inform a tion 
Ag e ncy Position / Location Phone  

Nationa l Pa rks 
& Wildlife  Se rvice 

Area Manager – John W hittall 0428 693 909 
Duty Officer (24 hour) 8275 1742 
Castlereagh Area Office (bus. hours) 6843 4000 

NSW Rura l Fire  Se rvice  
Castle re a g h (NW Coola h Tops) 

 
Live rpool Ra ng e  (re m a inde r) 
 

Castlereagh Zone Manager – Corey Philip 0417 415 032 
Castlereagh Zone Office 6826 6300 
Liverpool R ange Manager – Myles O’R eilly 0409 247 756 
Liverpool R ange Zone Office 6746 5800 

Fire  & Rescue NSW  000 
Em e rg e ncy Se rvices Police, Fire, Ambulance 000 

SES  132 500 
Police Coolah 

Merriwa 
6377 1200 
6548 2203 

Council 
Upper Hunter (S outh Coolah Tops) 
Liverpool Plains (North Coolah Tops) 
W arrumbungle (NW  Coolah Tops) 

6540 1100 
6746 3255 
6849 2000 

Loca l Aborig ina l La nd Council W alhallow LALC wlalc08@bigpond.com 
 

Com m unications 
Se rvice  Cha nne l Location a nd Com m e nts 
NPW S  
R epeaters 

R adio R eception 
is very good. 

310 
617 
317  
102 

 North V ote Group 
 Fire ground 
 Coolah Tops to NIB 310 hub 
 Coolah Tops to Blue Mountains 100 hub 

R FS   
N001 
N004 
N005 

 Castlereagh 
 Liverpool R ange (Upper Hunter) 
 Liverpool R ange (Liverpool Plains) 

UHF - CB   S mall fires channel 10, large fires determined by IMT 
Aviation - CTAF 134.70 NIB frequency unless another frequency is allocated on an incident 
Mobile phone   Mobile reception is limited throughout the R eserve. Known reception points are the 

lookout and the first information bay. 
 

Ma p deta ils 
Datum: GDA_1994_MGA_Zone_56     Geographic Coordinate S ystem: GCS _GDA_1994     Noted scales: True when printed on A0 size paper 

Loca l Gove rnm e nt Are a : Liverpool Plains / Upper Hunter /                                         Topog ra phic Ma p 1:50,000: W eetaliba 8834N, Blackville 8934S 4,               
W arrumbungle S hires                                                                                                            Omaleah 8934N3, Glasston 8934N2 and Booyamurra 88342N 
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