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a nd  Loca l Governm ent Areas

 

 Georges River  National Park 
Fire Ma na g em ent Stra teg y 2018 

This stra teg y should  be used  in conjunction with aeria l photog ra phy a nd  field  reconna issa nce d uring  
incid ents a nd  the d evelopm ent of incid ent action pla ns. 

These data are not guaranteed to be free from error or om ission. The NS W  National P arks and W ildlife S ervice and its employees 
disclaim liability for any act done on the inform ation in the data and any consequences of such acts or om issions. 

This docum ent is copy right. Apart from  any fair dealing for the purpose of study, research criticism  or review, as 
perm itted under the copy right Act, no part m ay be reproduced by any  process without written perm ission. 
This stra teg y is a releva nt P la n und er Section 38 (4) a nd  Section 44 (3) of Rura l Fires Act 1997. 
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Ma p Deta ils 

Datum : G eocentric Datum of Australia (G DA) 1994 
P rojection: Map G rid of Australia (MG A) Zone 56 

Aeria l P hotog ra phy: © Land and P roperty Inform ation (a division of the Departm ent of       
                                      Finance and S ervices) 2015 
1:25k Topog ra phic Ma p: Botany Bay 9103 3S  / Liverpool 9030 2S   / 
                                           P ort Hack ing 9129 4N /  Campbelltown 9029 1N  

 

Fire Season Inform a tion  

Wild fires 
 The statutory wildfire season occurs 

between 1st O ctober and 31st March. 
This m ay be extended if weather 
conditions lead to increased fire danger 
outside of this period. 

P rescribed  
Burning  

 

 P rescribed burning in this are a is 
norm ally undertak en in S pring through 
to Autum n. 

 
Related  Docum ents 

 National P ark s and W ildlife S ervice Fire Managem ent 
Manual. 

 P lan of Managem ent – G eorges R iver National P ark  – 
1994  S hale-G ravel Transition Forest Endangered Ecological 
Com m unity Inform ation. 

 

Com m unications Inform a tion 
Service Cha nnel Location a nd  Com m ents 
NP W S  - V HF 130 

(vote)  G ood coverage on upper slopes poor on river flats 

U HF - CB 1 - 99 
 Available in most NS W FB and R FS  vehicles  Choose channel on fire-ground with NS W FB and 

R FS  
Mobile P hone - G S M -  P atchy  coverage 

 

Opera tiona l Guid elines 
Refer to Strateg y for Fire Ma na g em ent 2012 a nd  Fire Ma na g em ent Ma nua l. 
Brief all personnel involved in suppression operations on the following issues: 

Genera l Guid elines 

Aeria l W ater 
Bom bing  

 

 The use of bom bing aircraft should support containm ent operations 
by aggressively  attack ing hotspots and spot-overs.  The use of bom bing aircraft without the support of ground based 
suppression crews should be lim ited to very specific circum stances. 

 W here practicable foam  should be used to increase the 
effectiveness of the water. 

 G round crews m ust be alerted to water bom bing operations. 

Aeria l Ig nition 
 

 Aerial ignition m ay be used during back-burning or fuel reduction 
operations where practicable, but only with the prior consent of 
NP W S  R egional Manager or S ection 44 delegate.  

 U tilise incendiaries to rapidly progress back-burns down slope where 
required. 

Backburning  
 

 Tem perature and hum idity trends m ust be monitored carefully to 
determ ine the safest tim es to im plem ent back-burns.  G enerally , 
when the FDI is V ery High or greater, back burning should 
com m ence when the hum idity begins to rise in the late afternoon or 
early evening.  W ith a lower FDI back burning m ay be safely  
undertak en during the day.  W here practicable, clear a 1m radius around dead and fibrous 
bark ed trees adjacent to containm ent lines prior to back burning, or 
wet down these trees as part of the back burn ignition.  Avoid ignition of back burns at the bottom of slopes where a long and 
intense up slope burn is lik ely.  

Com m a nd  & Control 
 

 The first com batant agency  on site m ay assum e control of the fire, 
but then m ust ensure the relevant land m anagem ent agency  is 
notified promptly. 

 O n the arrival of other com batant agencies, the initial incident 
controller will consult with regard to the ongoing com m and, control 
and incident m anagem ent team  requirem ents as per the relevant 
BFMC P lan of O perations. 

Conta inm ent Lines 
 

 Construction of new containm ent lines should be avoided, where 
practicable, except where they can be constructed with m inim al 
environm ental im pact.  New containm ent lines require the prior 
consent of a senior NP W S  officer.  W here practicable, containm ent lines should be stabilised and 
rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression operation. 

 All containm ent lines not required for other purposes should be 
closed at the cessation of the incident. 

 All personal involved in containm ent line construction should be 
briefed on both natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. 

Ea rthm oving  
Equipm ent 

 

 Earthm oving equipm ent m ay only be used with the prior consent of a 
senior NP W S  officer, and then only if the probability of its success is 
high.  Earthm oving equipm ent m ust be alway s guided and supervised by 
an experienced officer, and accompanied by a support vehicle.  
W hen engaged in direct or parallel attack  this vehicle m ust be a 
firefighting vehicle. 

 Containm ent lines constructed by earthm oving equipm ent should 
consider the protection of drainage features, observe the Threatened 
S pecies and Cultural Heritage O perational G uidelines, and be 
survey ed, where possible, to identify  unk nown cultural heritage sites. 

 Earthm oving equipm ent should be washed down, where practicable, 
prior to it entering NP W S  estate. 

Fire Ad va nta g e 
Record ing  

 All fire advantages used during wildfire suppression operations m ust 
be m apped and where relevant added to the database. 

Fire Suppression 
Chem ica ls 

 

 W etting and foam ing agents (surfactants) are perm itted for use in 
wildfire suppression. 

 The use of fire retardant is only perm itted with the prior consent  of 
the senior NP W S  officer, and should be avoided where reasonable 
alternatives are available. 

 Exclude the use of surfactants and retardants within 50m of 
rainforest, watercourses, dam s and swam ps. 

 Areas where fire suppression chem icals are used m ust be m apped 
and the used product’s nam e recorded.  The Threatened S pecies O perational G uidelines are to be observed. 

Rehabilitation 
 

 W here practicable, containm ent lines should be stabilised and 
rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression operation. 

Sm oke Ma na g em ent 
 

 The potential im pacts of smok e and possible m itigation tactics m ust 
be considered when planning for wildfire suppression and prescribed 
burning operations. 

 If sm ok e becom es a hazard on local roads or highway s, the police 
and relevant m edia m ust be notified.  S m ok e m anagem ent m ust be in accordance with relevant R TA traffic 
m anagem ent guidelines. 

Visitor Ma na g em ent 
 

 The reserve m ay be closed to the public during periods of extrem e 
fire danger or during wildfire suppression operations. 

 
Suppression Stra teg ies 

Current FDR Forecast FDR  

Low – Mod Low – Mod 
 As far as possible, undertak e indirect, parallel or direct 

attack along existing control lines. 
 As far as possible, m axim ise area burnt without threatening 

assets, including biodiversity. 
 Identify and survey back up control lines. 

Low – Mod = > High 
 U ndertak e indirect, parallel or direct attack  to m inim ise the 

tim e tak en to contain the fire.  Construct new control lines if necessary to m inim ise the 
tim e to contain the fire. 

 Identify and survey back up control lines. 

High All 
 U ndertak e indirect attack  along existing or newly 

constructed control lines. 
 S ecure and deepen control lines along the next predicted 

downwind side of the fire. 
 Identify and survey back up control lines. 

All All 

 Ensure there is sufficient tim e to secure control lines before 
the fire gets to them .  If there is insufficient tim e to secure control lines, fall back  
to the next potential control line. 

 As far as possible, im plem ent threatened species and 
cultural heritage m anagem ent guidelines. 

 

Resource Guid elines 
Aborig ina l Cultura l Herita g e 

Site Ma na g em ent  
IS1 

 As far as possible protect site from fire. 
 Do not cut down trees. 
 U se of foam s, wetting agents & retardant is acceptable. 

IS2 
 As far as possible protect site from fire. 
 Avoid ground disturbance including handtools, dozers. 
 Avoid water bom bing which m ay cause ground disturbance. 

IS3 
 Avoid ground disturbance including handtools, dozers.  Avoid water bom bing which m ay cause ground disturbance. 
 S ite m ay be burnt by wildfire, back burn, prescribed burn. 

Historic Herita g e 
Ma na g em ent 

 *RCHMS: Regional Cultural Heritage Management Strategy.  In areas where the asset may be in or close to a water body, 
wetland or swamp, no foam or retardant is to be used. 

 Earth-moving machinery is to be used around, rather than 
over/through assets. 

HS6 
 High or low R CHMS * priority. 
 Heritage site unlik ely  to be effected by fire.  Avoid use of earth m oving m achinery. 

Threatened  Fauna 
Ma na g em ent  

FA1  P rotect large and hollow bearing trees. 
 Avoid high intensity fires which consum e tree canopies 

FA2 
 P rotect large and hollow bearing trees. 
 Avoid interfire intervals of < 10 y rs.  Avoid high intensity fires that consum e tree canopies and 
fallen logs. 

FA3  Avoid interfire intervals of < 10 y rs. 

FA6 
 Avoid fire, including wildfire, back burning & HR , as far as 
possible in wetland habitat. 

 Avoid use of earth m oving m achinery in wetland habitats. 
 Avoid use of retardant and foam  in wetland habitats. 

FA7  Avoid high intensity fires that consum e tree canopies and 
fallen logs. 

FA8 
 Avoid fire, including wildfire, back burning & HR , as far as 
possible.  Avoid use of earth m oving m achinery. 

 Threatened  Flora 
Ma na g em ent  

FL1 
 Avoid interfire intervals of < 10 y rs. 
 Avoid the use of earthm oving m achinery. 
 Avoid the use of retardant. 

FL2 
 Avoid fire, including wildfire, back burn, HR , as far as 
possible. 

 Avoid the use of earthm oving m achinery. 
 Avoid the use of retardant. 

Threatened  P roperty 
 W here possible property owners with assets at risk from a 
wildfire event should be k ept inform ed regarding the 
progress of the fire; and ask ed for an assessm ent of their 
current level of asset protection preparedness. 

 

Fire Threshold s 
Too 

Frequently 
Burnt 

Fire thresholds have 
been exceeded. 
· Protect from fire as far 
as possible. 

Vulnera ble 
The area will be 
overburnt if it burns this 
y ear. 
· Protect from fire as far 
as possible. 

W ithin 
Threshold  

Fire history is within the 
threshold for vegetation in 
this area. 
· A burn is neither 
required nor should one 
necessarily be avoided. 

Long  Unburnt 

Fire frequency  is below 
fire thresholds in the 
area. 
· A prescribed burn may 
be advantageous. 
Consider allowing 
unplanned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient data to 
determ ine fire threshold. 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to 
conserve biodiversity 
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Threatened  Fauna  Fire Ecolog y 

Label Na m e Fire Ecolog y 

F1 
Hieraaetus morphnoides 

Little Eagle 
(V ulnerable) 

 P rotect large/hollow bearing trees 

F2 
Miniopterus schreibersii 

oceanensis 
Eastern Bent W ing Bat 

(V ulnerable) 

 P rotect large/hollow bearing trees 
 Avoid interfire interval <10 y ears  Avoid high intensity fires which consum e tree 
canopies and fallen logs 

F2 
Melithreptus gularis gularis 
Black  Chinned Honey 

Eater 
(Vulnerable) 

 P rotect large/hollow bearing trees 
 Avoid interfire interval <10 y ears 
 Avoid high intensity fires which consum e tree canopies 
and fallen logs 

F2 
Glossopsitta pusilla 
Little Lorik eet 
(V ulnerable) 

 P rotect large/hollow bearing trees 
 Avoid interfire interval <10 y ears  Avoid high intensity fires which consum e tree 
canopies and fallen logs 

F2 
Ninox strenua 
P owerful O wl 
(V ulnerable) 

 P rotect large/hollow bearing trees  Avoid interfire interval <10 y ears 
 Avoid high intensity fires which consum e tree 
canopies and fallen logs 

F2 
 Tyto tenebricos 

Sooty Owl 
(Vulnerable) 

 P rotect large/hollow bearing trees 
 Avoid interfire interval <10 y ears 
 Avoid high intensity fires which consum e tree 
canopies and fallen logs 

F2 
Petroica rodinogaster 

P ink  R obin 
(V ulnerable) 

 Avoid frequent, high intensity burns within 
k nown/potential habitat.  P rotect all k nown/potential nesting sites from any 
disturbances. 

F6 
Litoria aurea 

G reen & G olden Bell 
Frog  

(Endangered) 

 No burning within 50 m etres of wetlands and other 
large water bodies   No slashing, trittering or tree rem oval 

F6 
Pseudophryne australis 
R ed-crowned Toadlet 

(Vulnerable) 

 No burning adjacent to stream s, and no burning in and 
around ephem eral drainage lines at the headwaters of 
creek s  

 No slashing, trittering or tree rem oval 
F7 

Pteropus poliocephalus 
G rey-headed Fly ing Fox 

(V ulnerable) 
 Avoid high intensity fires that consum e tree canopies 
and fallen logs 

F7 
Daphoenositta chrysoptera 

Varied Sittella 
(Vulnerable) 

 Avoid high intensity fires that consum e tree canopies 
and fallen logs 

F7 
Phascolaretos cinereus 

Koala 
(Endangered) 

 Avoid high intensity fires that consum e tree canopies 
and fallen logs 

 
 

Threatened  Flora  Fire Ecolog y 
Label Na m e Fire Ecolog y 

F1 
Acacia pubescens 
Downy W attle 
(Vulnerable) 

 No fire m ore than once every 10 y ears  
 No slashing, trittering or tree rem oval 

F1 Hibbertia  stricta 
(Endangered) 

 No fire m ore than once every 10 y ears  
 No slashing, trittering or tree rem oval 

F1 Epacris purpurascens 
(Endangered)  No fire m ore than once every 7 y ears  

 No slashing, trittering or tree rem oval 

F2 
Pterostylis saxicola 
S y dney  P lains 
G reenhood O rchid 
(Endangered) 

 No fire  
 No slashing, trittering or tree rem oval 

 

Fire Ma na g em ent Z ones 

Asset P rotection 
Z ones 

The objective of AP Z s is the protection of hum an life and property. This will have precedence over guidelines for the 
m anagem ent of biodiversity. Maintain O verall Fuel Hazard at Moderate or below. 

Z one Na m e Action Responsibility 
Casuarina to Moonah, S utherland LG A  S utherland Council 
Bottlebrush P l to Needlebrush Cl 

S utherland LG A 
S lashing as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

Needlebrush Cl to Lavender P l S outh 
S utherland LG A 

S lashing as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

Lavender P l to R oy al O ak  Dr 
S utherland LG A  S utherland Council 

Henry Lawson Dr, Bank stown LG A Tritter as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

Am berdale Ave to P ark view R d, 
Bank stown LG A 

Tritter as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

P ark view R d to P rince S t, Bank stown 
LG A 

Tritter as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

Laneway south of V alley R d, 
Bank stown LG A 

Tritter as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

The G rove, Bank stown LG A  Bank stown Council 

Neptune to S cout Hall, Bank stown LG A Mowing as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties Bank stown Council 

W est of Transgrid S ubstation, 
Bank stown LG A 

S lash as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties Transgrid  / NP W S  

S y lvan R idge to P alm er Cl, S utherland 
LG A 

S lashing as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

Lower & U pper S pencer P l to P hoenix 
P l S utherland LG A  S utherland Council 

Mid S pencer P l to P hoenix P l, 
S utherland LG A 

 
S lashing as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

R etirem ent Hom e 
Bank stown LG A 

Mow/slash as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

P eak hurst 
Hurstville LG A 

S lash as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

Cariny a 
Bank stown LG A 

S lash as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

Clair Cres 
Bank stown LG A 

S lash as required to reduce hazard to neighbouring 
properties NP W S  

 

 
 

Fire Ma na g em ent Z ones 

Strateg ic Fire 
Ad va nta g e Z ones 

(SFAZ ) 

The objective of SFAZ s is to reduce fire intensity across larger areas. Maintain O verall Fuel Hazard at High or below, however 
adherence to guidelines for biodiversity will tak e precedence where practical.  LMZ should be included in S FAZ hazard 

reduction burn block s where appropriate.  
Z one Na m e Action Responsibility 
Bushland Drive  Hazard reduction burn to help protect hom es along  

Bushland Dr NP W S  

Beauty P oint  Hazard reduction burn to help protect Beauty P oint 
R etirem ent V illage 

NP W S  
 

Berk ley  R oad  Hazard reduction burn to help protect hom es along 
Berk ley  R d and Churchill R d NP W S  

Alfords P oint North  Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 
S tringy bark  P l and Moonah R d from wildfires. 

NP W S  
 

Alfords P oint Mid 
 Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 

Moonah R d, Brushwood Dr and Lom andra P l from 
wildfires 

NP W S  
 

Alfords P oint S outh 
 Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 

Y orrel Cl, Bottlebrush P l, Tam arind P l, Black wattle 
P l and Lavender P l from  wildfires 

NP W S  
 

Illawong  Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 
P alm er Cl, S pencer P l from wildfires 

NP W S  
 

Lugarno North 
 Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 

G eorges R iver, Murdoch Cr to V alentia Ave from 
wildfires 

NP W S  
 

Lugarno S outh 
 Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 

G eorges R iver from Allwood Cr to W ren P l from 
wildfires 

NP W S  
 

P eak hurst  Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 
Clark e S t and O gilvy S t from  wildfires NP W S  

Moons Ave  Hazard reduction burn to help protect houses along 
Moons Ave and Cedar S t from wildfires NP W S  

S andy  P oint  Hazard reduction burn to protect hom es within the 
S andy  P oint urban area NP W S  

La nd  
Ma na g em ent Z ones 

The objective of LMZ s is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural and historic heritage. 
Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

Z one Na m e Action Responsibility 

Moons Ave 

 Maintain fire regim e specific to vegetation 
com m unities detailed in the V egetation 
Com m unities and Biodiversity Thresholds table. 

 Implem ent the threatened species m anagem ent 
strategies specified in the O perational G uidelines 
table as required. 

 Implem ent the cultural and historic heritage 
m anagem ent strategies specified in the O perational 
G uidelines table as required. 

NP W S  

NP W S  

Mill Creek   
NP W S  
NP W S  

Y eram ba NP W S  
Morgans Creek  NP W S  
S andy  P oint NP W S  
Fitzpatrick P ark  NP W S  
R evesby  NP W S  

Little S alt P an NP W S  
Bushland Drive NP W S  
Berk eley NP W S  
Beauty P oint NP W S  

Alfords P oint East NP W S  
Alfords P oint W est NP W S  

 

Roya l Nationa l P a rk

Georg es River Nationa l P a rk

Wolli Creek Reg iona l P a rk

LIV ER P O O L

S U THER LAND S HIR E

CANTER BU R Y -BANKS TO W N

BAY S IDE

G EO R G ES  R IV ER

FAIR FIELD

CAMP BELLTO W N

CAMP BELLTO W N

INNER  W ES TS TR ATHFIELDBU R W O O D

Contact Inform a tion 
Ag ency P osition / Location P hone 

Nationa l P a rks 
& W ild life Service 

R egional Duty O fficer (24 hour) 8579 0609 
Team  Leader - Fire 9542 0636 

0428 248 774 
R egional O ffice (R oy al Area) 
 

9542 0632 
(fax) 9542 1420 

Sutherla nd  Z one NSW Rura l 
Fire Service 

24 Hours 9520 6022 
Business Hours 9520 4040 

SES 
Em ergency  
S utherland 
S y dney  S outhern Division 

000 
9548 6355 
9766 9000 

P olice 
Em ergency  
Bank stown 
R evesby  

000 
97075299 
87246094 

Am bula nce Em ergency  
Book ings 

000 
131233 

Hospita l S utherland 9540 7111 
S t G eorge 9350 1111 

Council 
S utherland S hire Council 
Bank stown City Council 
Hurstville City Council 

9710 0333 
9707 9999 
9330 6222 

 

Veg etation Com m unities a nd  Biod iversity Threshold s 
Reg im e Veg etation Com m unity Biod iversity Threshold s Yea r 

Burnt Area (Ha) 

I 
S hrubby Dry 
S clerophy ll 
Forest 

 Avoid successive fires at 
intervals of < 7 y ears.  Avoid fire exclusion for a 
period of > 30 y ears. 

 
2009-10 
2010-11 
2011-12 
2012-13 
2013-14 
2015-16 
2016-17 
 

 
8.54 
1.71 
19.50 
37.55 
13.53 
4.81 
2.62 
 

E 
W et 

S clerophy ll 
Forest 

 Avoid successive fires at 
intervals of < 10 y ears. 

 Avoid successive fires at 
intervals of > 50 y ears.  Avoid fire exclusion for a 
period of > 200 y ears. 

2011-12 
2012-13 
2013-14 

0.23 
0.08 
2.99 

G G rassy 
W oodland 

 Avoid successive fires at 
intervals of < 5 y ears. 

 Avoid fire exclusion for a 
period of > 40 y ears. 

- - 

F Forested 
W etland 

 Avoid successive fires at 
intervals of < 7 y ears. 

 Avoid fire exclusion for a 
period of > 35 y ears. 

2011-12 
2012-13 
2015-16 

0.43 
0.07 
0.24 

C S aline W etland  Avoid any fire occurrence (a lim ited recovery ability exists). 
2010-11 
2011-12 
2012-13 
2015-16 

0.23 
0.003 
0.0007 
0.21 

N Freshwater 
W etland 

 Avoid successive fires at 
intervals of < 6 y ears. 

 Avoid fire exclusion for a 
period of > 35 y ears. 

2011-12 
2012-13 

0.007 
0.0002 

L Heathland 
 Avoid successive fires at 

intervals of < 7 y ears. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a 

period of > 30 y ears. 
2012-13 5.17 

Nil 
Cleared 

 Not applicable. 
2010-11 
2011-12 
2012-13 
2013-14 
2015-16 

0.41 
0.09 
0.02 
0.13 
0.16 

S and/R ock / 
Bare/G round/
W ater 

 

Broa d  Veg eta tion Com m unities

S hrubby  Dry  S clerophy ll Forest

Freshwater W etland

W et S clerophy ll Forest

S aline W etlands

Heathland
R ainforest

End a ng ered  Ecolog ica l Com m unities (EEC)
Coastal S altm arsh (EEC)

S wam p O ak  Floodplain Forest (EEC)
S hale/S andstone Transition Forest (EEC)
R iver-Flat Eucalypt Forest (EEC)

Forested W etland

MAP  LEGEND
NP W S  Estate

O ther (non-vegetation or no data)

² 2000
Sca le 1: 9,000

400 Metres

Site Ma na g em ent (see g uid eline tables)

Other Fire Control Ad va nta g es

Roa d s a nd  Tra ils

Fire Ma na g em ent Z ones (see a d jacent table for d eta ils)
Asset P rotection Zone
S trategic Fire Advantage Zone
Land Managem ent Zone

MAP  LEGEND
NP W S  Estate
10m Contour
G ate (assum e all gates are lock ed)

Aboriginal S ite (Internal Map U se O nly )
Historic S ite
Threatened Fauna
Threatened Flora

Threatened P roperty

W ater P oint V ehicle
W ater P oint Helicopter

Turning P ointZ
Helipad

Im portant Cat 7
Dorm ant (closed)

Essential Cat 1
Essential Cat 9

Important Cat 9
W alk ing Track

Essential Cat 7
Important Cat 1

Managem ent Trail P ublic R oad / Trail

P owerlines (Ausgrid, Essential Energy  and Transgrid)


