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Inc ident Map

Map details 
Datum : GDA 1994                 P rojec tion: MGA 1994              Map Zone: 56 
Map Base: ADS40  Ya lla ro i 2010.  
Topog raph ic  Map: 1:50,000  9139S ASHFORD  
Noted scales:  True when printed  o n A1 size pa per 

Local Governm ent Area:  Gwydir 
 
 

Status of Biodiversity Th resh olds

Bush fire Risk Manag em ent Strateg ies

 

Gunyerwaraldi  
National P ark 

 Fire Manag em ent Strateg y 
2017 - 2022 

  
Th is strateg y sh ould b e used with  aerial ph otog raph y and field rec onnaissance. 

Th is is a relevant P lan under Sec tion 38 (4) and Sec tion 44 (3) of Rural Fires Ac t 1997. 
These d a ta are not guara nteed to be free fro m error or o m issio n. The N SW  N a tio na l Parks a nd W ild life a nd  its emplo yees 
d isc la im lia b ility for a ny a ct d o ne o n the inform atio n in the d a ta a nd  a ny c o nsequenc es o f such a cts or o m issio ns. 

This d o c um ent is c o pyright. Apa rt fro m  a ny fa ir d ea ling fo r the purpo se o f stud y, resea rc h critic ism  o r review, a s 
perm itted  und er the c o pyright Act, no  pa rt m a y b e repro d uc ed  b y a ny pro c ess witho ut written perm issio n. 

The N SW  N a tio na l Pa rks a nd  W ild life Servic e is pa rt o f the Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd  Herita ge. 
Pub lished  b y: Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd  Herita ge (N SW ). 

Co nta c t: N PW S N o rthern Pla ins Regio n, 
PO Bo x 848 N a rra bri N SW  2390. Ph 6792 7350 

ISBN :   Date Approved:  
 

 

Fire Season Inform ation 
Wildfires 

 The critic a l wild fire sea so n genera lly o c c urs d uring N o vem b er a nd  Dec em b er.  
 During perio d s o f stro ng nega tive So uthern Osc illa tio n Ind ic es (El N ino  events), this perio d  m a y c o m m enc e 

la te Septem b er a nd  extend  into  the first ha lf o f Ja nua ry.  
 The end  o f the critic a l fire sea so n is o ften m a rked  b y wet sto rm a c tivity. 

P resc rib ed Burning  
 Effec tive prescrib ed  burning m a y need  to  b e c o nd ucted  o nc e the “critic a l fire sea so n” a nd  thund ersto rm 

sea so n is o ver. This is d ue to  the LOW  - MODERATE Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd  fo r so m e vegeta tio n types. 
Prescrib ed  burning a ttempted  a fter a utum n ra in is unlikely to  b e effec tive. 

 

Operational Guidelines 
Aerial operations 

 

 Aeria l o pera tio ns will b e m a na ged  b y tra ined  a nd  c o m petent perso nnel. This inc lud es d irec ting a eria l b o m b ing 
a nd  a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns 

 The use o f b o m b ing a irc ra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro und-b a sed  suppressio n c rews sho uld  b e lim ited  to  very 
spec ific  c irc um sta nc es. 

 All a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns require the c o nsent o f the Inc id ent Co ntro ller. 

Bac kb urning  
 

 All perso nnel m ust b e fully briefed  b efo re b a c k burning o pera tio ns b egin. 
 Ba c kb urning in a rea s o f Lo w – Mo d era te OFH will require the use o f wind , o r lo w hum id ity to  m a xim ise 
effec tiveness. Ba c kb urning sho uld  b e tim ed  fo r la te a fterno o n a nd  ea rly evening. 

 W here pra ctic a b le to  a ssist m o p-up effo rts, c lea r a  1m  ra d ius a ro und  d ea d  a nd  fib ro us b a rked  trees a d ja cent to  
c o nta inm ent lines prio r to  b a c kb urning, o r wet d o wn these trees d uring the ignitio n. 

Com m and & Control 
 

 The first c o m b a ta nt a genc y o n site m a y a ssum e c o ntro l o f the fire, but then m ust ensure the releva nt la nd  
m a na gem ent a genc y is no tified  pro m ptly.  

 A senio r N PW S o ffic er is to  lia ise with the RFS to  ensure tha t the a genc y in c o m m a nd  a nd  c o ntro l is 
d eterm ined  a nd  a n Inc id ent Co ntro ller is a ppo inted. 

Containm ent Lines 
 

 Existing o r previo us ro a d s, tra c ks a nd  c o ntro l lines sho uld  b e used  wherever po ssib le  
 N ew c o nta inm ent lines require the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r N PW S o ffic er. 
 Co nstructio n o f new c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e a vo id ed , where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n b e 
c o nstructed  with m inim a l enviro nm enta l im pa c t. 

 All perso na l invo lved  in c o nta inm ent line c o nstructio n sho uld  b e briefed  o n, a nd  m ust c o nsid er b o th na tura l a nd  
c ultura l herita ge sites in the lo c a tio n. 

 All c o nta inm ent lines no t required  fo r o ther purpo ses sho uld  b e c lo sed  im m ed ia tely a t the c essa tio n o f the 
inc id ent. 

Earth m oving  Equipm ent 
 Pla nt m a y o nly b e used  with the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r N PW S o ffic er.  
 Pla nt m ust a lwa ys b e supervised  b y a n experienc ed  o ffic er, a nd  a c c o m pa nied  b y a  fire-fighting vehic le when 
enga ged  in d irec t o r pa ra llel a tta c k.  

 Pla nt m ust b e wa shed  d o wn, where pra c tic a b le, prio r to  entering a nd  exiting N PW S esta te. 

Fire Suppression Ch em ic als 
 The use o f fo a m , wetting a gents a nd  reta rd a nts will b e perm itted  o n the reserve 
 Fire suppressio n c hem ic a ls a re no t to  b e a pplied  within 50m  o f wa ter c o urses a nd  d a m s.   
 The use o f reta rd a nts requires the a ppro va l o f a  senio r N PW S o ffic er.  

Reh ab ilitation  W here pra ctic a b le, c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e sta b ilised  a nd  reha b ilita ted  a s pa rt o f the wild fire suppressio n 
o pera tio n. 

Watering  points  Co nsid er d eplo ym ent o f bulk wa ter c a rriers to  suppo rt fire o pera tio ns. 
Sm oke Manag em ent  Po tentia l sm o ke im pa c ts a nd  m itiga tio n ta c tics will b e a ssessed  d uring the pla nning o f fire o pera tio ns. 
Visitor Manag em ent  The reserve m a y b e c lo sed  to  the pub lic  d uring perio d s o f extrem e fire d a nger, a nd  will b e c lo sed  d uring fire 

o pera tio ns. 
WARNINGS  
  Bla c k text – Genera l Guid elines   Blue text – Reserve Spec ific  Guid elines   Red  text – Ma jo r W a rnings 

 
 

Operational Guidelines - Heritag e 
General Guidelines 

Ab orig inal Cultural Heritag e 
Site Manag em ent 

 
Modified trees (IS1), including scarred trees 
 Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, exclude site tree from fire where possible 
 Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees 

 
Ground based sites (IS2), including: camp sites, artefacts, grinding grooves, waterholes and quarries 
 Protect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-moving equipment and vehicles 

 
Resource sites (IS3), including fig-tree groves 
 Protect site from physical disturbance 
 Avoid any burning into Dry Vine Rainforests 

 
AIIMS d a ta b a se m ust b e c hec ked  a s pa rt o f pla nning fo r fire o pera tio ns 

Historic  Heritag e 
Site Manag em ent  N o  sites ha ve b een id entified  
Th reatened Flora and  
Fauna Manag em ent  Pro tective a c tio ns a re inc o rpo ra ted  in the Opera tio na l Guid elines 

 

Long  unb urnt 
The current fire interva l is 
lo nger tha n the suggested  
interva l. 

 

 

Land Manag em ent 
Zones 

The o b jec tive o f this zo ne is 
to  c o nserve b io d iversity a nd  
pro tec t cultura l herita ge b y 
a pplying b io d iversity 
thresho ld s 

 

Availab le - only 
eph em eral c onditions 

This a rea  is genera lly ha s N IL 
o r LOW  OFH, exc ept d uring 
sea so ns pro d uc ing 
c o ntinuo us gro und  c o ver  

Availab le – 
reg eneration 
m anag em ent 

This a rea  is a va ila b le fo r 
prescrib ed  burning, sub jec t to  
requirem ents spec ified  within 
a  revegeta tio n pla n 

Ava ila b ility fo r burning m ust b e referenc ed  with the 
Status of Biodiversity Th resh olds. 

 

Veg etation m anag em ent guidelines 
Com m unity Manag em ent g uidelines Fire Beh aviour 

Gra ssy Bo x wo o d la nd s  
 An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 7 
yea rs sho uld  b e a vo id ed  
 

 Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  is lo w d ue to  Lo w OFH 
 Fire runs a re likely to  slo w d o wn when entering 
this vegeta tio n 

Dry flo o d pla in wo o d la nd s  An interva l b etween fire events less tha n 20 yea rs sho uld  b e a vo id ed . 
 Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  wo uld  b e lo w d ue to  
Lo w -Mo d era te OFH 

Derived  gra ssla nd s 
 

 Minim um  interva l b etween fire events sho uld  
b e grea ter tha n 4 - 8 yea rs  

 Prescrib ed  b urning in regenera tio n a rea s 
sho uld  b e sc hed uled  a c c o rd ing to  a  
revegeta tio n / reha b ilita tio n pla n 

 Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  d epend a nt o n 
sea so na l c o nd itio ns 
 A Lo w OFH o c c urs d uring d ry sea so ns 
 A Mo d era te – High OFH m a y d evelo p a fter 
suc c essive wet sea so ns with c o ntinuo us c o ver 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd  - A ra ting system  tha t inc lud es lea f litter, gra sses, shrubs, b a rk type a nd  b a rk c o nd itio n. Co nsists o f ra tings fo r surfa c e 
fuel, nea r-surfa c e fuel, eleva ted  fuel a nd  b a rk. 

 
 
 Suppression Strateg ies 

Conditions & forecast Guidelines 
Fire d a nger ra ting 
LOW  - HIGH 

 A bro a d  c o nta inm ent stra tegy using existing ro a d s, tra c ks, lo w fuel a rea s a nd  m o ist vegeta tio n. 
 W here pra ctic a b le, a nd  with a n a na lysis o f sho rt a nd  m ed ium  fo rec a sts, c o nsid er m a xim ising the fire a rea , fo r 
ec o lo gic a l purpo ses. 

Fire d a nger ra ting 
VERY HIGH - EX TREME 

 Direc t o r pa ra llel a tta c k with pla nt a nd  fire units. 
 Fa llb a c k to  existing fire tra ils o r o pen c o untry when fire runs extend  c a pa c ity to  c o nstruct c o nta inm ent lines 
 Sec ure fla nk a s so o n a s po ssib le o n the next pred ic ted  d o wnwind  sid e. 

Fire d a nger ra ting 
CATASTROPHIC  Revert to  pro perty pro tec tio n 

 
 

Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Servic e Ch annel Location and Com m ents 

N PW S Repea ters   N o  N PW S VHF servic e 
N SW  Fo rests 287  Ma nd o e 
RFS  N 081  W a ria ld a  

UHF - CB   Sm a ll fires c ha nnel 10, la rge fires d eterm ined  b y IMT 
Pa rks Ra d io  11-17  N PW S Firegro und  c ha nnels 1-7 
Avia tio n - CTAF 126.7  

Mo b ile pho ne  
 Telstra  3G c o vera ge is genera lly una va ila b le fo r m o st 
o f the reserve  
 Sa tpho ne is essentia l fo r fire o ps m a na gem ent 

 Contac t Inform ation 
Ag enc y P osition / Loc ation P h one 

National P arks 
& Wildlife Servic e 

Duty Offic er (24 ho ur) 6792 4680 
N a rra b ri Area  Offic e (bus. ho urs) 6792 7300 

NSW Rural Fire Servic e  
Nam oi Zone 

Mic ha el Bro o ks 0427 101 124 
Duty Offic er 6799 6707 
Zo ne Offic e 6799 6707 

Cro o b le Briga d e – Lee Co lem a n  
NSW Fire Brig ade N ewc a stle Co m m s Centre 4929 7177 
Em erg enc y Servic es Po lic e, Fire, Am bula nc e 000 

SES  13 2500 
P olic e W a ria ld a  6729 1144 
Counc il Gywd ir - W a ria ld a  6729 3000 / a h 0428 291 951 

P eg ela’s Office Ac c ess to  reserve 6729 5284 
 

Veg etation Suitab ility for P resc rib ed Burning
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Ana lysis o f fuel lo a d , fire histo ry
a nd  pla nt c o m m unity ec o lo gy 
required  b efo re id entifying sites 
fo r burns.
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Derived  gra ssla nd s
Dry flo o d pla in wo o d la nd s
Gra ssy Bo x wo o d la nd s

'Pegela Office' 

N PW S will repo rt to  the Pegela  o ffic e
o n the pro perty prio r to  using the ea sem ent site. 


