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Vegeta tio n Co m m unities a nd  Bio d iversity Thresho ld s 

 

Vegeta tio n 
Co m m unity Vegeta tio n m a na gem ent guid elines Fire Beha vio ur 
Floodpla in forest 
a nd woodla nd 
 
Com m unity C4 

 An interva l b etween fire events less 
tha n 20 yea rs should b e a voided 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Lo w – 
Mo d era te OFH 
 

White Pine / 
Ironb a rk Woodla nd 
 
Com m unities 
C1, C2 & C3 

 An interva l b etween fire events less 
tha n 20yea rs should b e a voided 

 A high intensity fire m a y b e perm itted 
a fter a  fire free period 30 – 50 yea rs 

 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Lo w – 
Mo d era te OFH 
 L oca lised a rea s of  
High OFH m a y produce restricted a rea s of 
higher fire intensity 

Bla ck Pine / 
Angophora  / Red 
Gum  Woodla nd 
 
Com m unities 
C5 & C6 

 An interva l b etween fire events less 
tha n 15 yea rs a nd grea ter 40 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high intensity fire m a y b e perm itted 
a fter a  fire free period 25 yea rs 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is highest in a rea s of 
Angophora . Fire in Angophora  Com m unity will 
sprea d ra pidly during high – extrem e fire da nger.   

S tra tegic Z ones Prescrib ed b urn should b e considered where the OFH ha s b een a ssessed a t HIGH, a fter a n 
interva l of 7yea rs 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra ting system  tha t includes surfa ce (lea f litter), nea r surfa ce (low shrub s & gra sses), 
eleva ted (shrub s), a nd b a rk fuels. 
 

Suppressio n Stra tegies 
Co nd itio ns & fo rec a st Guid elines 
Fire da nger ra ting 
LOW  - HIGH 

 A b roa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing roa ds, tra cks, rocky a rea s a nd recently 
 b urnt a rea s. 

Fire da nger ra ting 
VERY HIGH - EX TREME 

 Consider direct or pa ra llel a tta ck with pla nt a nd fire units. 
 S ecure fla nk a s soon a s possib le on the next predicted downwind side. 

Ca ta strophic  Revert to property protection. 
 

Sta tus o f Bio d iversity Thresho ld s
 

Vulnera b le to   
frequent fire 

T he current fire interva l is shorter 
tha n the recom m ended m inim um  
interva l. 

W ithin thresho ld   
T he tim e-since-fire is grea ter tha n 
the recom m ended m inim um , a nd 
less tha n the recom m ended 
m a xim um . 

Lo ng unb urnt T he current fire interva l is longer 
tha n the suggested interva l. 

 Pla nned Burns 2016-20 
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Ma p Deta ils 
Da tum : Geodectic Da tum  of 
Austra lia (GDA) 1994 
Pro jec tio n: Austra lia n Ma p Grid (AMG) 
Z one 55 
U T M Grid 1000 m etres 

Da ta : S pot S a tellite Im a gery:  2005. 
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Fire Sea so n Info rm a tio n 

W ild fires 
T he critica l wildfire sea son occurs during Novem b er a nd Decem b er. T his period m a y extend 
into the first ha lf of Ja nua ry. Pa rticula r ca re is required during periods of nega tive S outhern 
Oscilla tion Indices. T he end of the critica l fire sea son is often m a rked b y wet storm  a ctivity. 
 

Presc rib ed  
Burning 
 

Prescrib ed b urning should b e underta ken b efore a utum n ra in occurs to m a xim ise 
effectiveness. Burning m a y a lso b e considered during la te winter a nd ea rly spring dependent 
on sea sona l fa ctors. Prescrib ed b urning underta ken nea r the com m encem ent of the sta tua ry 
b ushfire sea son should b e fully conta ined. 

 

1:500,000
S ca le

 
 

Opera tio na l Guid elines 
Aeria l o pera tio ns 

 

 Aeria l opera tions will b e m a na ged b y tra ined a nd com petent personnel. T his includes directing a eria l 
b om b ing a nd a eria l ignition opera tions 

 T he use of b om b ing a ircra ft without the support of ground-b a sed suppression crews should b e lim ited 
to very specific circum sta nces. 
All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of the Incident Controller. 

Ba c kb urning 
 

 All personnel m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a ck b urning opera tions b egin. 
 Ba ckb urning in a rea s of L ow – Modera te OFH will require the use of wind, or low hum idity to 
m a xim ise effectiveness. Ba ckb urning should b e tim ed for la te a fternoon a nd ea rly evening. 

 Where pra ctica b le to a ssist m op-up efforts, clea r a  1m  ra dius a round dea d a nd fib rous b a rked trees 
a dja cent to conta inm ent lines prior to b a ckb urning, or wet down these trees during the ignition. 

Co m m a nd  & Co ntro l 
 

 T he first com b a ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire, b ut then m ust ensure the releva nt 
la nd m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly.  

 A senior NPWS  officer is to lia ise with the RFS  to ensure tha t the a gency in com m a nd a nd control is 
determ ined a nd a n Incident Controller is a ppointed 

Co nta inm ent Lines 
 

 Existing or previous roa ds, tra cks a nd control lines should b e used wherever possib le  
 New conta inm ent lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPWS  officer. 
 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should b e a voided, where pra ctica b le, except where they ca n 
b e constructed with m inim a l environm enta l im pa ct. 

 All persona l involved in conta inm ent line construction should b e b riefed on, a nd m ust consider b oth 
na tura l a nd cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 

 All conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes should b e closed im m edia tely a t the cessa tion 
of the incident. 

Ea rthm o ving Equipm ent 
 Pla nt m a y only b e used with the prior consent of a  senior NPWS  officer.  
 Pla nt m ust a lwa ys b e supervised b y a n experienced officer, a nd a ccom pa nied b y a  fire-fighting 
vehicle when enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck.  

 Pla nt m ust b e wa shed down, where pra ctica b le, prior to entering a nd exiting NPWS  esta te. 
Fire Suppressio n 
Chem ic a ls 

 T he use of foa m , wetting a gents a nd reta rda nts will b e perm itted on the reserve 
 Fire suppression chem ica ls a re not to b e a pplied within 50m  of wa ter courses a nd da m s.   
 T he use of reta rda nts requires the a pprova l of a  senior NPWS  officer. 

Reha b ilita tio n  Where pra ctica b le, conta inm ent lines should b e sta b ilised a nd reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire 
suppression opera tion. 

W a tering po ints  Consider deploym ent of b ulk wa ter ca rriers to support fire opera tions. 
Sm o ke Ma na gem ent  Potentia l sm oke im pa cts a nd m itiga tion ta ctics will b e a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 
Visito r Ma na gem ent  T he reserve m a y b e closed to the pub lic during periods of extrem e fire da nger, a nd will b e closed 

during fire opera tions. 
W ARN IN GS  
  Bla ck text – genera l guidelines   Blue text – reserve specific guidelines   Red text – Ma jor wa rnings 

 

Co nta c t Info rm a tio n 
Agenc y Po sitio n / Lo c a tio n Pho ne 

N a tio na l Pa rks 
& W ild life Servic e Duty Officer (24 hour) 6792 4680 

 Na rra b ri Area  Office (b us. 
hours) 6792 7300 

N SW  Rura l Fire Servic e  
N a m o i Zo ne Micha el Brooks 0427 101 124 

 Duty Officer 6799 6707 
 Z one Office 6799 6707 
 Bob b iwa a  Briga de – S teve 

Fa lkiner 
6793 3110 / 
0428422242 

 Mulga te Briga de – Ron 
Ca m pey 

6793 3129 / 
0428933129 

N SW  Fire Briga d e Newca stle Com m s Centre 4929 7177 
Em ergenc y Servic es Police, Fire, Am b ula nce 000 
SES  13 2500 
Po lic e Na rra b ri 6792 7199 
Co unc il Na rra b ri 6847 2218 
 Co m m unic a tio ns Info rm a tio n 

Servic e Cha nnel Lo c a tio n a nd  Co m m ents 
NPWS  Repea ters 302  T he Governor 

RFS   N077  T he Governor 
U HF - CB   S m a ll fires cha nnel 10, la rge fires determ ined b y IMT  
Pa rks Ra dio 11-17  NPWS  Fireground cha nnels 1-7 
Avia tion - CT AF 126.7  
Mob ile phone   T elstra  – a va ila b le in m ost a rea s, especia lly ridges 

 

                Opera tio na l Guid elines Co ntinued  
Reso urc e Guid elines 

Ab o rigina l 
Cultura l 
Herita ge 
Site 

Ma na gem ent 

Modified T rees (IS 1), including sca rred trees 
 As fa r a s possib le, protect site from  fire. 
 Do not cut trees. 
 U se of foa m , wetting a gent & reta rda nt is a ccepta b le. 

 
Ground b a sed sites (IS 2), including: ca m p sites, a rtefa cts, grinding grooves, wa terholes a nd qua rries 

 Protect site from  a ny ground disturb a nce, including the use of ea rth-m oving equipm ent a nd 
vehicles 
 

Resource sites (IS 3), including fig-tree groves 
 Protect site from  physica l disturb a nce 
 
AIIMS  da ta b a se m ust b e checked a s pa rt of pla nning for fire opera tions. 

Threa tened  
Fa una  a nd  
Flo ra  

Ma na gem ent 

 Ma chinery should b e excluded from  a rea s with C6 Mya ll – Whitewood woodla nd. 
 Ma chinery should b e excluded from  a rea s with C2 Bela h – Popla r Box due to the presence of 
S piny Peppercress.  
( Lepidium aschersonii ) 

 T he protective a ctions for threa tened fa una  ha ve b een incorpora ted into the Opera tiona l Guidelines 
 
 
 

 
 

La nd  Ma na gem ent 
Zo nes 

T he ob jective of this zone is 
to conserve b iodiversity a nd 
protect cultura l herita ge b y 
a pplying b iodiversity 
thresholds 

 

Bro a d  Vegeta tio n Co m m unities
C1: Bulloa k - White Pine
C2: White Pine - Elega nt Ironb a rk
C3: White Pine - Ca rb een
C4: Bela h - Pilliga  Box
C5: Bla ck Pine - Dirty Gum
C6: Dwyer's Gum  - White Pine

Vegeta tio n Suita b ility fo r Presc rib ed  Burning
 

Ava ila b le Ava ila b le for prescrib ed 
b urning 

Ava ila b le o nly d uring 
VERY HIGH FDI  

T his a rea  genera lly ha s L OW 
or MODERAT E OFH, 
prescrib ed b urning effective 
only under VERY  HIGH FDI  

Una va ila b le fo r 
presc rib ed  b urning 

T his a rea  is una va ila b le for 
prescrib ed b urning, due to 
NIL  or L OW OFH, or 
ecologica l requirem ents. 

Ava ila b ility for b urning m ust b e referenced with the 
Sta tus o f Bio d iversity Thresho ld s. 

 

Ana lysis o f fuel lo a d , fire histo ry
a nd  pla nt c o m m unity ec o lo gy 
required  b efo re id entifying sites 
fo r b urns.
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