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Kinche g a  Na tiona l Pa rk  
Fire  Ma na g e me nt Stra te g y  

2014 – 2016 
 

This stra te g y should  be  use d  in conjunction with a e ria l photog ra phy a nd  fie ld  re conna issa nce  d uring  
incid e nts a nd  the  d e ve lopme nt of incid e nt a ction pla ns. 

These da ta  a re n o t gua ra n teed to  b e free fro m  erro r o r o m issio n . The NSW  Na tio n a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife a n d its em plo yees 
disc la im  lia b ility fo r a n y a c t do n e o n  the in fo rm a tio n  in  the da ta  a n d a n y c o n sequen c es o f suc h a c ts o r o m issio n s. 

This do c um en t is c o pyright. Apa rt fro m  a n y fa ir dea lin g fo r the purpo se o f study, resea rc h c ritic ism  o r review, 
a s perm itted un der the c o pyright Ac t, n o  pa rt m a y b e repro duc ed b y a n y pro c ess witho ut written  perm issio n . 

This stra te g y is a  re le va nt Pla n und e r Se ction  38 (4) a nd  Se ction 44 (3) of Rura l Fire s Act 1997. 
The NSW  Na tio n a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife Servic e is pa rt o f the NSW  Offic e o f En viro n m en t a n d Herita ge. 

Pub lished b y the NSW  Offic e o f En viro n m en t a n d Herita ge, Septem b er 2014. 
Co n ta c t: 

PO Bo x 788 Bro ken  Hill 2880 NSW  . Ph 08 8080 3200 
ISBN 978 1 74359 723 1  OEH  2014 / 0570 Da te  Approve d : 12 No vem b er 2014 
   

Re la te d  d ocume nts 
Office of En viron men t an d Heritage (2014) Fire M a n a gem en t M a n ua l 
 

Ad d itiona l note s 
 FIL 19/14887  Do c 14/176551  & EF14/29626  Do c 14/271461 
 N:\REGION_ SHARE\In ciden ts\Fire mgmt strategies\Comp leted 
 Last up dated: November  2014 by J. Doyle; Version  2.1 

 

Communica tions Informa tion 
Se rvice  Cha nne l Loca tion a nd  Comme nts 

NPW S/Air b a n d  
(Cro ss-b a n d repea ter)    Fa r W est Po rta b le repea ter sto red a t Bro ken  Hill depo t. 

Airc ra ft - V HF   Co n ta c t Sta te Air Desk fo r frequen c y a llo c a tio n  
M o b ile pho n e – Next G   Go o d rec eptio n  with c a r kit 

Sa tellite Pho n e   Go o d Rec eptio n  
UHF - CB 35  

 
Conta ct Informa tion 

Ag e ncy Position / Loca tion Phone  
Na tiona l Pa rks 

& Wild life  Se rvice  
Area  Offic e (b us. ho urs) (08) 8080 3200  
Regio n a l Duty Offic er (fire sea so n ) (08) 8080 3222 

Fa r We st Z one  
NSW Rura l Fire  Se rvice  

Z o n e M a n a ger:  Chris Fa velle (02) 6836 1226 
Opera tio n s M a n a ger: Ro b yn  Fa velle (02) 6836 1226 
M en in dee Sta tio n ; Ca pta in : Ga ry Ro lto n  (08) 8091 4486 
M en in dee Rura l Briga de; c a pta in : Cra ig M o rto n   

Eme rg e ncy Se rvice s  000 
Ambula nce  Bo o kin gs 13 12 33 

SES Ca ll Cen tre 13 25 00 
M en in dee Un it (08) 8091 4568 

Police  M en in dee Sta tio n  (08) 8091 4466 
He a lth Se rvice  M en in dee Hea lth Servic e (08) 8091 4262 

Council Cen tra l Da rlin g Shire Co un c il (M en in dee o ffic e) (08) 8091 4440 
 

Fire  Se a son Informa tion 

Wild fire s 
The c ritic a l wildfire sea so n  o c c urs durin g No vem b er to  Feb rua ry. This perio d m a y exten d in to  the 
first ha lf o f M a rc h. Pa rtic ula r c a re is required durin g perio ds o f n ega tive So uthern  Osc illa tio n  
In dic es. The en d o f the c ritic a l fire sea so n  is o ften  m a rked b y wet sto rm  a c tivity. 

Pre scribe d  
Burning  

 

Presc rib ed b urn in g sho uld b e un derta ken  b efo re a utum n  ra in  o c c urs to  m a xim ise effec tiven ess. 
Burn in g m a y a lso  b e c o n sidered durin g la te win ter a n d ea rly sprin g depen den t o n  sea so n a l 
fa c to rs. Presc rib ed b urn in g un derta ken  n ea r the c o m m en c em en t o f the sta tuto ry b ushfire sea so n  
sho uld b e fully c o n ta in ed. 

 

Ma p De ta ils 
Da tum: Geo c en tric  Da tum  o f 
Austra lia  (GDA) 1994  
Proje ction: M a p Grid o f 
Austra lia  (M GA) Z o n e 54 

Da ta : Spo t Sa tellite Im a gery: 
2005.  
1:100k To po gra phic  M a p: 
M en in dee 7333 

 
O pe ra tiona l Guid e line s 

Ge ne ra l Guid e line s 

Ae ria l ope ra tions 
 

 Aeria l o pera tio n s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c o m peten t perso n n el. This in c ludes direc tin g a eria l b o m b in g a n d 
a eria l ign itio n  o pera tio n s. 

 The use o f b o m b in g a irc ra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro un d b a sed suppressio n  c rews sho uld b e lim ited to  very spec ific  
c irc um sta n c es. 

 All a eria l ign itio n  o pera tio n s require the c o n sen t o f the NPW S Regio n a l M a n a ger o r the Sec tio n  44 Appo in tee.  

Ba ckburning  
 

 All perso n n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efo re b a c k b urn in g o pera tio n s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g in  a rea s o f Lo w – M o dera te OFH will require the use o f slo pe o r win d, o r lo w hum idity to  m a xim ise 

effec tiven ess. 
 W here pra c tic a b le to  m o p-up effo rts, c lea r a  1m  ra dius a ro un d dea d a n d fib ro us b a rked trees a dja c en t to  c o n tain m en t 

lin es prio r to  b a c kb urn in g, o r wet do wn  these trees durin g the ign itio n . 

Comma nd  & Control 
 

 The first c o m b a ta n t a gen c y o n  site m a y a ssum e c o n tro l o f the fire, b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t la n d m a n a gem en t 
a gen c y is n o tified pro m ptly.  

 On  the a rriva l o f o ther c o m b a ta n t a gen c ies, the in itia l In c iden t Co n tro ller will c o n sult with rega rd to  the o n go in g 
c o m m a n d, c o n tro l a n d in c iden t m a n a gem en t tea m  requirem en ts a s per the releva n t BFM C Pla n  o f Opera tio n s. 

Conta inme nt Line s 
 

 New c o n ta in m en t lin es require the prio r c o n sen t o f a  sen io r NPW S o ffic er. 
 Co n struc tio n  o f n ew c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e a vo ided, where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n  b e c o n struc ted 

with m in im a l c ultura l a n d en viro n m en ta l im pa c t. 
 Co n ta in m en t lin es run n in g a lo n g va lley a rea s sho uld b e c o n struc ted a t 20 – 50 m etres fro m  the gullylin e to  a vo id severe 

ero sio n . 
 All perso n a l in vo lved in  c o n ta in m en t lin e c o n struc tio n  sho uld b e b riefed o n , a n d m ust c o n sider b o th n a tura l a n d c ultura l 

herita ge sites in  the lo c a tio n . 

Ea rthmoving  
Equipme nt 

 Ea rthm o vin g equipm en t m a y o n ly b e used with the prio r c o n sen t o f a  sen io r NPW S Offic er.  
 Ea rthm o vin g equipm en t m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien c ed o ffic er, a n d a c c o m pa n ied b y a  

suppo rt vehic le. W hen  en ga ged in  direc t o r pa ra llel a tta c k, this vehic le m ust b e a  fire fightin g vehic le. 
 Ea rthm o vin g equipm en t will b e exc luded fro m : 

o The b a n ks o f the Da rlin g River. 
o Cultura lly sign ific a n t sites – c o n sult with lo c a l a rea  sta ff fo r site lo c a tio n s. 

 Ea rthm o vin g equipm en t m ust b e wa shed do wn , where pra c tic a b le, prio r to  it en terin g NPW S esta te a n d a ga in  o n  exitin g 
NPW S esta te.  

Fire  Suppre ssion 
Che mica ls 

 The use o f fo a m , gels a n d reta rda n ts will b e perm itted o n  the reserve. 
 Fire suppressio n  c hem ic a ls a re n o t to  b e a pplied within  50m  o f wa ter c o urses a n d da m s.   
 The use o f reta rda n ts requires the a ppro va l o f the Regio n a l M a n a ger o r delega te. 

Re ha bilita tion  W here pra c tic a b le, c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt o f the wildfire suppressio n  o pera tio n . 

Wa te ring  points  Co n sider deplo ym en t o f a  b ulk wa ter c a rrier to  suppo rt fire o pera tio n s. A 10,000L b uo y wa ll is sto red a t Bro ken  Hill 
depo t. 

Smoke  Ma na g e me nt  Po ten tia l sm o ke im pa c ts a n d m itiga tio n  ta c tic s will b e a ssessed durin g the pla n n in g o f fire o pera tio n s. 
 Durin g fire o pera tio n s, sign a ge m a y b e required o n  M en in dee Ro a d M R66. 

Visitor Ma na g e me nt  The reserve m a y b e c lo sed to  the pub lic  durin g perio ds o f extrem e fire da n ger o r durin g fire o pera tio n s. 
 O pe ra tiona l Guid e line s - He rita g e  

Re source  Guid e line s 

Aborig ina l Cultura l 
He rita g e  

Site  Ma na g e me nt 

Modified trees (AS1), in cludin g scarred trees: 
 Pro tec t the site fro m  fire, c lea r b a se o f litter a n d shrub s, exc lude tree fro m  fire if po ssib le. 
 Fo a m  m a y b e used to  pro tec t the tree, o r to  extin guish fire. 
 Do  n o t c ut trees. 
 

Groun d based sites (AS2), in cludin g artefacts, midden s an d h earth  sites: 
 Pro tec t site fro m  a n y gro un d disturb a n c e, in c ludin g the use o f ea rth-m o vin g equipm en t, vehic les a n d wa ter b o m b in g. 
 Apply a  m a c hin ery exc lusio n  a rea  where there is a  high c o n c en tra tio n  o f kn o wn  sites. 
 Area  m a y b e b urn t. 
 

Burial sites (AS3). 
 Pro tec t sites fro m  a n y disturb a n c e b y exc ludin g o pera tio n s b y a t lea st 25 m etres. 
 Area  m a y b e b urn t. 

 

Historic He rita g e  
Site  Ma na g e me nt 

Heritage Sites: 
 Pro tec t the site fro m  fire. 
 Exc lude site fro m  fire where po ssib le, in c ludin g the c o n struc tio n  o f a  c o n tro l lin e a ro un d the perim eter. 
 Fo a m  m a y b e used to  pro tec t the site, o r to  extin guish fire. 
 M a in ta in  APZ . 

 

Thre a te ne d  
Spe cie s 

Ma na g e me nt 

Th reaten ed p lan t sp ecies – Acacia carn eorum (Purplewo o d W a ttle): 
 M a c hin ery will b e exc luded fro m  kn o wn  ha b ita t a rea s. 
 Exc lude fro m  fire where po ssib le. 
 M o n ito rin g to  rec o rd fire respo n se m ust b e in itia ted a fter a  fire even t. 
 M a in ta in  fire tra ils a n d turn in g b a ys to  a vo id a n y widen in g durin g in c iden ts. 

 
 Suppre ssion Stra te g ie s 

Cond itions Guid e line s 
Flood  pla in – Bla ck Box a nd  Rive r Re d  Gum communitie s (Se mi-a rid  wood la nd s – Gra ssy sub forma tion & Fore ste d  we tla nd s) 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
LOW  - HIGH 

 W here po ssib le a n d witho ut exc essively in c rea sin g fire size a llo w wild fires to  b e c o n ta in ed b y 
previo usly b urn t a rea s a n d n a tura l lo w fuel a rea s. Co n sider b ro a d c o n ta in m en t stra tegies usin g 
existin g ro a ds a n d a rea s with Lo w OFH, a dherin g to  lo n g-term  m a n a gem en t requirem en ts fo r 
b io diversity. 

 Direc t a n d pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied with fire un its, o n ly o n  dea d edges o r in  vegeta tio n  with 
Lo w OFH. 

 Do  n o t use ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery n ea r c reek lin es o r the river edge to  a vo id in c rea sed ero sio n  
risks. 

 Avo id b a c k b urn in g in  River Red gum  c o m m un ities to  a vo id pro lo n gin g the fire a n d in c rea sin g fire 
size. 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
V ERY HIGH - EXTREM E 

 Clo se pa ra llel a tta c k. 
 Dista n c e b etween  the fla n k, fire un its a n d m a c hin ery sho uld b e kept to  a  m in im um . 

Sa nd  pla in – Blue  bush communitie s (Arid  shrubla nd s – Che nopod  sub forma tion) 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
LOW  - HIGH 

 Co n sider a  b ro a d c o n ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g ro a ds, a llo win g lo n g-term  m a n a gem en t 
requirem en ts fo r b io diversity. 

 Direc t a n d pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied with ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery a n d fire un its o n ly o n  dea d 
edges, o r in  vegeta tio n  with Lo w OFH. 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
V ERY HIGH - EXTREM E 

 Fa ll b a c k to  existin g tra ils a n d ro a ds, rec en tly b urn t a rea s o r vegeta tio n  with Lo w OFH. 
 Ba c k-b urn in g effec tiven ess will dro p sign ific a n tly when  hum idity sta rts to  rise, a n d win d dro ps, in  

the ea rly even in g. 
 Pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied with ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery a n d fire un its o n ly o n  dea d edges, o r in  

vegeta tio n  with Lo w OFH. 
Sa nd  d une  – Aca cia , Be la h & Rose wood  communitie s (Arid  shrubla nd s – Aca cia  subforma tion & Se mi-a rid  wood la nd s – 

Shrubby subforma tion) 
Fire da n ger ra tin g  

LOW  - HIGH 
 Co n sider a  b ro a d c o n ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g ro a ds, a llo win g lo n g-term  m a n a gem en t 

requirem en ts fo r b io diversity. 
 Do  n o t use ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery in  sa n d dun es due to  high a rc ha eo lo gic a l depo sits. 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
V ERY HIGH - EXTREM E 

 Fa ll b a c k to  existin g tra ils a n d ro a ds, rec en tly b urn t a rea s o r vegeta tio n  with Lo w OFH. 
 Ba c k-b urn in g effec tiven ess will dro p sign ific a n tly when  hum idity sta rts to  rise, a n d win d dro ps, in  

the ea rly even in g. 
Dry La ke  Be d s 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
LOW  - HIGH 

 Co n sider a  b ro a d c o n ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g ro a ds, a llo win g lo n g-term  m a n a gem en t 
requirem en ts fo r b io diversity. 

 Direc t a n d pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied with ea rthm o vin g m a c hin ery a n d fire un its o n ly o n  dea d 
edges, o r in  vegeta tio n  with Lo w OFH. 

 Do  n o t use ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery n ea r c reek lin es in  the la ke b ed o r o n  the la ke edge due to  
in c rea sed ero sio n  risks a n d high depo sits o f a rc ha eo lo gic a l m a teria ls. 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
V ERY HIGH - EXTREM E 

 Fa ll b a c k to  existin g tra ils a n d ro a ds, rec en tly b urn t a rea s o r vegeta tio n  with Lo w OFH. 
 Ba c k-b urn in g effec tiven ess will dro p sign ific a n tly when  hum idity sta rts to  rise, a n d win d dro ps, in  

the ea rly even in g. 
 Pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied with ea rthm o vin g m a c hin ery a n d fire un its o n ly o n  dea d edges, o r in  

vegeta tio n  with Lo w OFH. 
 Do  n o t use ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery n ea r c reek lin es in  the la ke b ed o r o n  the la ke edge due to  

in c rea sed ero sio n  risks a n d high depo sits o f a rc ha eo lo gic a l m a teria ls. 
 

Ve g e ta tion ma na g e me nt 
Ve g e ta tion 
Community 

Ve g e ta tion 
ma na g e me nt 

g uid e line s 
Fire  Be ha viour 

Arid 
shrub la n ds  
(Chen o po d 

sub fo rm a tio n ) 

 Fire even ts (in c ludin g 
presc rib ed b urn s) 
sho uld a lwa ys b e 
a vo ided. 

 Po ten tia l ra tes o f sprea d is lo w 
due to  Low – Mod e ra te  OFH. 

 Lo c a lised a rea s o f Hig h OFH 
m a y pro duc e restric ted a rea s o f 
higher fire in ten sity. 

Arid 
shrub la n ds 

(Ac a c ia  
sub fo rm a tio n ) 

 An  in terva l b etween  
fire even ts less tha n  
6 yea rs sho uld b e 
a vo ided. 

 Po ten tia l ra tes o f sprea d is 
lo w due to  Low – Mod e ra te  
OFH. 

 Lo c a lised a rea s o f Hig h OFH 
m a y pro duc e restric ted a rea s 
o f higher fire in ten sity. 

Sem i-a rid 
wo o dla n ds  
(shrub b y 

sub fo rm a tio n ) 

 An  in terva l b etween  
fire even ts less tha n  
15 yea rs sho uld b e 
a vo ided  

 Burn in g in  the 
En da n gered Purple 
W o o d W a ttle o n  the 
so uth o f Ca wn dilla  
La ke to  b e a vo ided. 

 Po ten tia l ra tes o f sprea d is lo w 
due to  Low – Mod e ra te  OFH. 

 Lo c a lised a rea s o f Hig h OFH 
m a y pro duc e restric ted a rea s o f 
higher fire in ten sity. 
 

Sem i-a rid 
wo o dla n ds 

(gra ssy 
sub fo rm a tio n ) 

 An  in terva l b etween  
fire even ts less tha n  
15 yea rs sho uld b e 
a vo ided. 

 Lo c a lised a rea s o f Mod e ra te  – 
Hig h OFH in  ephem era l yea rs 
m a y pro duc e restric ted a rea s o f 
higher fire in ten sity. 

Freshwa ter 
wetla n ds 

 An  in terva l o f fire 
even ts less tha n  6 
yea rs a n d grea ter 
tha n  35 yea rs sho uld 
b e a vo ided. 

 Lo c a lised a rea s o f Mod e ra te  – 
Hig h OFH. 

Fo rested 
wetla n ds 

 An  in terva l b etween  
fire even ts less tha n  
7 yea rs a n d grea ter 
tha n  35 yea rs sho uld 
b e a vo ided. 

 Lo c a lised a rea s o f Mod e ra te  to 
Ve ry Hig h O FH. 

Gra ssla n ds 
 
 

 An  in terva l b etween  
fire even ts less tha n  
3 yea rs a n d grea ter 
tha n  10 yea rs sho uld 
b e a vo ided. 

 Lo c a lised a rea s o f Hig h – Ve ry 
Hig h OFH m a y pro duc e a rea s 
o f extrem e fire in ten sity a n d fire 
run s sho uld b e a n tic ipa ted. 

Other (n o  
vegeta tio n ) 

 

 There is n o  
requirem en t to  
perfo rm  presc rib ed 
b urn in g. 

 Po ten tia l ra tes o f sprea d is lo w 
due to  Low - Mod e ra te  OFH. 

 Po ten tia l ra tes o f sprea d will b e 
higher a fter perio ds o f 
ephem era l gro wth. 

O FH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra tin g system  tha t in c ludes lea f litter, gra sses, 
shrub s, b a rk type a n d b a rk c o n ditio n . 

 

Biod ive rsity Thre shold s 
Too fre que ntly 

burnt 
Co n sec utive fire in terva ls a re 
sho rter tha n  the rec o m m en ded 
m in im um  in terva l. 

Vulne ra ble  to  
fre que nt fire  

The c urren t fire in terva l is sho rter 
tha n  the rec o m m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

Within thre shold   
The tim e-sin c e-fire is grea ter tha n  
the rec o m m en ded m in im um , a n d 
less tha n  the rec o m m en ded 
m a xim um . 

Long  unburnt The c urren t fire in terva l is lo n ger 
tha n  the suggested in terva l. 

No fire  re g ime  The vegeta tio n  ha s n o  fire 
requirem en t. 

Unknown It is un kn o wn  if these c o m m un ities 
a re within  their suggested in terva l. 

 

 
Fire  Ma na g e me nt Z one s 

Asse t 
Prote ction 

Z one s 

The o b jec tive o f APZ s is the pro tec tio n  o f 
hum a n  life a n d pro perty. This will ha ve 
prec eden c e o ver guidelin es fo r the 
m a n a gem en t o f b io diversity. M a in ta in  OFH a t 
M o dera te o r b elo w. 

Stra te g ic Fire  
Ad va nta g e  

Z one s 

The o b jec tive o f SFAZ s is to  reduc e fire 
in ten sity a c ro ss la rger a rea s. M a in ta in  OFH a t 
High o r b elo w, ho wever a dheren c e to  
guidelin es fo r b io diversity will ta ke prec eden c e 
where pra c tic a l. 

La nd  
Ma na g e me nt 

Z one s 

The o b jec tive o f LMZ s is to  c o n serve 
b io diversity a n d pro tec t c ultura l a n d histo ric  
herita ge. 
M a n a ge fire c o n sisten t with fire thresho lds. 

  

Woolshe d  
APZ  

Size: 2,465m 2 

Trea tm en t: sla shin g 
AM S n um b er: 1320605 
Lo c a tio n : E 626 218 / N 6406 180 

Horse pa d d ock 
she d  APZ  

Size: 680m 2 

Trea tm en t: sla shin g 
AM S n um b er: 1320606 
Lo c a tio n : E 625 951 / N 6405 946 

 

0 30 6015 km

²

²

²

0 5 10km

²

²

0 5 10km

 

Fire  History 

 
Presc rib ed b urn s tha t o c c urred within  
the la st 5 yea rs (2009/10 to  2013/14) 

 
W ildfire tha t o c c urred within  the la st 5 

yea rs (2009/10 to  2013/14) 

 

Sta tus of Biod ive rsity Thre shold s

Bushfire  Risk Ma na g e me nt Stra te g ie s

Ve g e ta tion

0 5 10km

0 5 10km

Le g e nd
! Helipa d8 Ca m pin g Area1 Da y Use Area

Threa ten ed Flo ra
Threa ten ed Pro perty
W a ter Po in ts
M a jo r Rivers

v v Elec tric ity Tra n sm issio n  Lin e
Pub lic  Ro a ds - sea led
Pub lic  Ro a ds - un sea led
Ca t 1, Im po rta n t
Ca t 9, Im po rta n t
Do rm a n t, Do rm a n t
NPW S Esta te² 0 5 10km

Loca lity

In ca se  of e me rg e ncy 
ca ll d uty office r

08 8080 3222 (Fire  Se a son)

Fire  History
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