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Contact Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Loc ation Phone  

N ational Parks & W ild life  Se rvic e  
W est Branch Duty Officer 02 8275 1740 
National P arks Office Dubbo (business hrs) 
National P arks Office Bathurst (business hrs) 

02 6841 7100 
02 6332 7640 

Are a W e ste rn Com m and  
N SW  Rural Fire  Se rvic e  

R FS Headquarters Sydney 02 8741 5555 
Far W est District 02 6836 1226 

Bushfire  Inform ation Line  1800 NSW  R FS 1800 679 737 
Em e rge nc y Se rvic e s P olice, Fire & Am bulance 000 

SES In an em ergency call 132 500 
Polic e  Cobar Station 02 6830 9899 
Counc il Cobar Shire Council 02 6836 5888 

Local Ab original Land  Counc il Cobar 02 6836 1144 
N e ighb ours Call the NP W S Dubbo office for more 

inform ation  02 6841 7100 

 Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Se rvic e  Channe l Location and  Com m e nts 

NP W S V HF R adio 
P ortable R epeater 44 

Full coverage not available.  
NP W S has a portable V HF repeater in situ at Y athong 
NR  to boost com m unications, do not rely on this for 
com m unications.  

Aircraft  Contact the State Air Desk for frequency allocation  
Mobile ph coverage  Average. Som e patches with Cell-fi   
Satellite P hone  Good reception 

U HF  U ndefined Lim ited, but good between vehicles if within short range.  
 

 

   Koonab urra N ational Park 
      Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy 2024  

This strate gy should  b e  use d  in c onjunc tion with ae rial p hotograp hy and  fie ld  re c onnaissanc e  d uring inc id e nts and  
the  d e ve lop m e nt of inc id e nt action p lans. 

These data are not guaranteed to be free from error or om ission. The NSW  National P arks and W ildlife and its employees disclaim liability for any 
act done on the information in the data and any consequences of such acts or om issions. 

This docum ent is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of study, research criticism  or review, as perm itted 
under the copyright Act, no part m ay be reproduced by any process without written perm ission. 

This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se c tion  38 (4) and  Se c tion 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Act 1997. 
The NSW  National P arks and W ildlife Service is part of the Dept of P lanning & Environm ent. 

P ublished by the NSW  National P arks & W ildlife Service, Novem ber 2022. 
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Map  De tails 
Datum : Geocentric Datum of Australia (GDA) 1994  
Proje c tion: Map Grid of Australia (MGA) Zone 55 
Scale  1:150,000 Data: Topographic 25_50k 

Top ograp hic  Map s:  
1:100,000 Neckarboo 7833 
 

 

 
 W ildfires 

 
 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 
The critical wildfire season occurs Novem ber to February. This period 
m ay ex tend into the first half of March. P articular care is required during 
periods of consecutive ephem eral growth. The end of the critical fire 
season is often m arked by a decline in tem perature and rising hum idity. 

Pre scrib e d  Burning 
 

Typically, prescribed burning would take place in Autum n to Spring. 
Following consecutive years of above average rainfall prescribed burning 
m ay be used to reduce ephem eral fuel growth. Any burning will com ply 
with the prescriptions outlined in the associated P rescribed Burn P lans.  
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Op e rational Guid e line s 
Ae rial op e rations 

 
 Aerial operations will be m anaged by trained and com petent personnel. This includes directing aerial bom bing and aerial ignition operations. 
 All aerial ignition operations require the consent of NP W S W est Branch Director, Section 44 delegate or as stated in an operational burn plan.  
 Helipad and Airstrip sites located at Koonaburra hom estead precinct however, seek local knowledge for airstrip condition before operational use. 

Bac kb urning 
 

 All personnel m ust be fully briefed before back-burning operations begin. 
 Backburning is a valid and useful firefighting tool but should only be undertaken when tem perature and hum idity allow (late afternoon/evening), by ex perienced personnel and after careful consideration by the IMT 
 W here practicable to mop up efforts, clear a 1m radius around dead and loose barked trees adjacent to containm ent lines prior to backburning, or wet down these trees during ignition   

Com m and  & Control 
 

 The first com batant agency on site m ay assum e control of the fire but then m ust ensure the relevant land m anagem ent agency is notified prom ptly. 
 On the arrival of other com batant agencies, the initial Incident Controller will consult with regard to the ongoing com m and, control and IMT requirem ents as per the relevant BFMC P lan of Operations. 
 The Koonaburra Hom estead precinct has power, water tanks and a Helipad site nearby (see m ap)   

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 New containm ent lines require the prior consent of a senior NP W S Officer. 
 All personnel involved in containm ent line construction should be briefed and m ust consider both natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. 
 Containm ent line construction using earthm oving equipm ent m ust be in accordance with the earthm oving guidelines outlined below. 
 All containm ent lines not required for other purposes will be closed at the cessation of the incident. 
 All containm ent line construction m ust be m apped (for future reference and assistance with rehabilitation works) 
 Construction of new containm ent lines should be avoided on Koonaburra NP , ex cept where they can be constructed with m inim al environm ental & cultural im pact. 
 The biodiversity objectives and locations of significant species (Acacia Melvillei) will be considered when locating control lines. 

Earthm oving Equip m e nt 
 The use of Earthm oving equipm ent m ust only be used with the prior consent of a senior NP W S Officer with local knowledge. P articular care m ust be taken in; 

o Significant cultural heritage landform  areas 
o Creek and waterway areas 

 Earthm oving equipm ent m ust always be supervised by an ex perienced officer and accom panied by a support vehicle. W hen engaged in direct or parallel attack this vehicle m ust be a fire fighting vehicle. 
 Earthm oving equipm ent m ust be washed down, where practical, prior to it entering NP W S estate and again on ex iting NP W S estate. 

Fire  Sup p re ssion Che m ic als 
 The use of foam , wetting agents and retardants will be perm itted on the reserve 
 The use of retardant requires the approval of the Area Manager or delegate 
 Fire suppression chem icals are not to be applied within 50m of water courses and ground tanks(dam s) 

Re hab ilitation  W here practicable, containm ent lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression operation. 
W ate ring p oints  W ater points for vehicles are dispersed across the park, see Incident m ap for W ater(W ) locations 

 All ground tanks (dam s) will be subject to seasonal changes – consult with local NP W S staff for current ground tanks (dam s) water status 
Sm oke  Manage m e nt  P otential smoke im pacts and m itigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. 

 If smoke becom es a hazard on local roads, the police and relevant m edia m ust be notified. 
Visitor Manage m e nt  This reserve m ay be closed to visitors during fire danger periods rated Ex trem e or above and during Fire Operations or W ildfire Incidents 

 This reserve m ay be closed following large rain events if roads becom e im passable 
W ARN IN GS 

 ROADS MAY  BECOME BOGGY  AN D UN TRAFFICABLE AFTER RAIN . 
 BEW ARE OF OVERHEAD POW ERLIN ES (REFER TO IN CIDEN T MAP) AN D MAKE SURE TO ‘LOOK UP AN D LIVE’ 
 BEW ARE OF AN Y  GAS BOTTLES, DAN GEROUS GOODS STORAGE AREAS AN D HAZARDOUS MATERIALS N EAR HOMESTEAD SITES 

Blac k te xt- general guidelines   Blue  Te xt- reserve specific guidelines   Re d  te xt- Im portant warnings 
 

Op e rational Guid e line s - He ritage  
Preliminary cultural heritage assessments have revealed evidence that Koonaburra NP has a rich history of Aboriginal occupation 

Ab original Cultural 
He ritage  Site  
Manage m e nt 

Modified trees, including scarred trees 
 P rotect the site from catching fire, clear around base of litter and shrubs 
 Foam m ay be used to protect the tree, or to ex tinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees  

Ground based sites, including artefacts, middens, hearths & stone arrangements 
 P rotect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-m oving equipm ent and vehicles  
 Apply a m achinery ex clusion area where there is a high concentration of known sites 
 Area m ay be burnt 

Burial sites  
 P rotect sites from  any disturbance by ex cluding operations by at least 25 m etres  
 Area m ay be burnt 

Historic He ritage  Site  
Manage m e nt 

Identified structures and historic precincts, including buildings (Koonaburra Homestead, and Woolshed site) 
 As far as possible, protect the sites from fire  
 P repare sites by slashing in years of high ephem eral fuel growth 
 New containm ent lines- if unavoidable utilise least destructive m ethod as possible around the perim eter and in accordance with the Operational 
Guidelines of this strategy  

 Foam m ay be used to protect the site, or to ex tinguish fire 
Wooden stock yards, survey trees, old signs or trails 
 P rotect the site from fire 
 Foam m ay be used to protect the sites, or to ex tinguish fire 

Thre ate ne d  Fauna & 
Flora Manage m e nt 

Threatened fauna and flora species  
 Further monitoring is yet to be undertaken to establish presence of threatened species at Koonaburra 

Endangered Ecological Communities 
 Acacia Melvillei(Yarran) shrublands in the Riverina & Murray Darling Depression Bioregion 

Management actions 
 The use of earthmoving equipment must only be used with prior consent of a NPWS Officer with local area knowledge of critical habitat zones 
 Monitoring to record fire response must be initiated after a fire event   
 Where possible, fire should be excluded from Acacia Melvillei shrubland especially in years of high speargrass growth 

 

Sup p re ssion Strate gie s  
W AR NING: where high ephem eral fuel growth ex ists fire can burn with very high intensity and fire runs should be anticipated with winds from any direction. Entrapm ent risk is very 

high. 
Typ ic al Cond itions Guid e line s 

 Current or forecasted Fire 
Danger R ating (FDR ) of High 
or ab ove 

 FDR  of Extre m e or above- fire 
behaviour likely becom ing 
erratic, and plum e driven 

 Ex trem e rapid-fire growth, 
crown im pact and spotting   

 R isk to life and/or property 
escalates with an FBI >50 

 Direct attack unlikely in these conditions, generally ex trem ely windy and fires quickly becom ing large in areas of fine fuel 
 Develop a suppression plan using ex isting and/or potential containm ent lines 
 P arallel attack m ay be applied with earthm oving m achinery and fire units 
 Backburning m ust be carefully tim ed to avoid fire runs, generally in the early evening when hum idity rises, and wind drops 
 Any wildfire in Acacia Loderi or Acacia Melvillei shrubland should be kept to the sm allest ex tent possible-if able, engage the use of aircraft as 
soon as possible when fire is within inaccessible terrain 

   Firefighter safety is the highest priority during deploym ent. Fire behaviour possibly erratic and plum e driven above an FBI of 50 

 Current or forecasted FDR  of 
Mod e rate  

 Minim al risk to life or property  
 Only sm all area risk to 
biodiversity ex ists 

 Consider a strategy using direct and indirect attack to contain the fire to the sm allest area practicable, using a com bination of ground crews, fire 
units, m achinery, and aircraft 

 Any wildfire in EEC Acacia Loderi shrubland should be kept to the sm allest ex tent possible-observe forecast weather conditions and consider 
engaging the use of aircraft when fire is in inaccessible terrain 

 
 

 
 
 
Evaluation of Biod ive rsity Thre shold s 

Vulne rab le  to  
fre que nt fire  

The area will be too frequently burnt if it burns in the nex t few seasons 
 Protect from fire as far as possible 

Long unb urnt U nderburnt, ex cessive tim e since last fire, species m ay becom e ex tinct  
 A fire event is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided 

W ithin Thre shold  
W ithin the threshold for vegetation in this area. Species have had sufficient tim e to m ature and 
reproduce, and for habitats to develop.  
 A fire event is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided 

NB: Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity 
Threshold analysis map needs to be considered with Prescribed burning. Activity map to be considered when determining wildfire and 

prescribed burning outcomes 
 

 
Fire  Manage m e nt Zone  

Asse t Prote c tion Zone s 
The objective of APZs is the protection of hum an life and property. This will have 
precedence over guidelines for the m anagem ent of biodiversity. Maintain Overall Fuel 
Hazard at Moderate or below. 

Strate gic  Fire  Ad vantage  
Zone s 

The objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity across larger areas. Maintain Overall 
Fuel Hazard at High or below, however adherence to guidelines for biodiversity will take 
precedence where practical. 
Note: Due to changes in the RFS Bushfire Code, SFAZ will be treated by definition as 
Linear Fire Breaks- a strategic fuel reduced feature in the landscape  

Land  
Manage m e nt Zone s 

The objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural and historic 
heritage. 
Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds. 
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Ve ge tation m anage m e nt 
Note: Vegetation mapping is still being defined. Below is a list of vegetation formations that occur on Langidoon Metford State Conservation Area 

Ve ge tation Form ation 
Ve ge tation 
Com m unity Ve ge tation m anage m e nt guid e line s Fire  Be haviour 

Se m i-arid  W ood land  
(Grassy sub -form ation) 

Coolabah, Black Box, 
W estern R osewood, 
W ilga low woodland 
with grassy understory 

• Coolabah is sensitive to high intensity fire (which can inhibit the recruitm ent of 
seedlings) and/or too frequent fire, both can kill young plants and som e m ature trees. 

• An interval between fire events less than 5-10 years should be avoided  
•  

  
Coolabah woodlands do not sustain enough fuel loads (generally Low – Moderate OFH in dry years) to carry large scale 
fires.  
 
Typically, there is not enough fuel load to carry fire in Arid shrublands, both acacia and chenopod sub-form ations (OFH Low 
in dry years). 
 
Only following consecutive large-scale rain events when ephem eral fuel loads have significantly increased (OFH High or 
above) will these com m unities carry fire. See description below for Grasslands for further detail about fire behaviour. 
 

Se m i-arid  W ood land  
(Shrub b y sub -form ation) 

P oplar box, Belah, 
W hite Cypress & 
chenopod sandplain 
m allee shrubland 

• Chenopod species are sensitive to fire and m ay be severely im pacted if burnt. 

Arid  shrub land  (acac ia 
sub -form ation) 

Mulga, Ironwood, 
Scrub Turpertine & 
Nelia tall open 
shrubland  

• An interval between fire events less than 5-6 years should be avoided. 
• Fire plays no role in the germ ination of Mulga. 
•   Mulga & Acacia Loderi(Nelia) are susceptible to frequent and/or intense fire. 
• Acacia Melvillei shrubland – no fire m ore than once every 20 years 
 

Grassland s  
V arying grassland 
species 

• An interval between fire events less than 6 years should be avoided.  
• Fire frequency should prim arily be determ ined through on-ground assessm ent of   
vegetation health, fuel accum ulation and previous fire patchiness and adjusted for wildfire 
risk and drought cycles. 

Highly variable fire behaviour depending on the presence and growth of ephem eral fuel loads.  
High intensity fast moving fire once grasses have cured.  
Fire behaviour is dom inated by winds, both speed and direction.  
Even in very low fuel, grass fires can be erratic and fast moving.  

Fore ste d  W e tland s 
R iver R ed Gum  & 
P oplar box grassy 
woodland wetland  

• Fire should be avoided. 

These vegetation com m unities will generally not carry fire unless there are high ephem eral fuel loads. 
Moderate to high intensity fires m ay occur when fuel loads are high or above. 

Fre shwate r we tland s 
Canegrass & R iver 
Coobah swam p on 
drainage depressions 

• An interval between fire events less than 6 years should be avoided in surrounding 
habitat. 

OFH – Overall fuel hazard - A rating system  that uses m easurem ents of leaf litter, grasses, shrubs, bark type and bark condition in a given area to determ ine the hazard.  
Ep he m e ral c ond itions – generally occur after consecutive years of m uch higher than average rainfall which leads to a build up of fine fuels such as grasses and herbs. This has the potential to create a continuous fuel loading (grasses – perennial and annual) across all 
vegetation com m unities listed above. 
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Carbon Sequestration  

Koonaburra NP  is participating in an Em issions R eduction 
Fund project to sequester and store carbon in regenerating 
native vegetation. As the proponent, NP W S has an 
obligation to m anage both hazard reduction burns and 
wildfire in accordance with the Clean Energy R egulator 
(CER ) guidelines, including following reporting 
requirem ents and record keeping. Hazard reduction burning 
is a valid and perm itted m anagem ent action and is viewed 
as a sound preventative action to protecting the project 
area. Fire trails, boundary fences, powerline clearing and 
waterpoints will be m anaged in accordance with the Farm  
Managem ent and P erm anence P lan (FMP P ). Seek further 
advice from the local Central W est Area staff following any 
ignition on Koonaburra NP .    
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