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Fire  History and  Ne ighbours

Status of Biod ive rsity Thre shold s

Bushfire  Risk Manage m e nt Strate gie s

Ve ge tation
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Le ge nd
W a ter Po int H & V
W a ter Po int Vehic le

Build ing
Threa tened  Asset

Visitor Are a
8 Ca m ping Area
1 Da y Use Area

v v Elec tric ity Tra nsm issio n Line
Road Se c tion
Fire  Ve hic le  Capac ity, Strate gic  Im portanc e

Do rm a nt, Do rm a nt
Ca t 9, Essentia l
Ca t 9, Im po rta nt
Ca t 7, Essentia l
Ca t 7, Im po rta nt
Ca t 1, Essentia l
Pub lic  Ro a d
Ma c hinery exc lusio n zo ne
N PW S Esta te

²

0 10 205 km

Loc ality

In c ase  of e m e rge nc y 
c all d uty offic e r

08 8080 3222 (24 hours)

O pe rational Guid e line s 
Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Ae rial ope rations 
 

 Aeria l o pera tio ns will b e m a na ged  b y tra ined  a nd  c o m petent perso nnel. This inc lud es d irec ting a eria l b o m b ing a nd  
a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns. 

 The use o f b o m b ing a irc ra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro und  b a sed  suppressio n c rews sho uld  b e lim ited  to  very 
spec ific  c irc um sta nc es. 

 All a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns require the c o nsent o f the N PW S Regio na l Ma na ger o r the Sec tio n 44 Appo intee.  

Bac kburning 
 

 All perso nnel m ust b e fully b riefed  b efo re b a c k b urning o pera tio ns b egin. 
 Ba c kb urning in a rea s o f Lo w – Mo d era te OFH will require the use o f slo pe o r wind , o r lo w hum id ity to  m a xim ise 

effec tiveness. 
 W here pra c tic a b le to  m o p-up effo rts, c lea r a  1m  ra d ius a ro und  d ea d  a nd  fib ro us b a rked  trees a d ja c ent to  

c o nta inm ent lines prio r to  b a c kb urning, o r wet d o wn these trees d uring the ignitio n. 

Com m and  & Control 
 

 The first c o m b a ta nt a genc y o n site m a y a ssum e c o ntro l o f the fire, b ut then m ust ensure the releva nt la nd  
m a na gem ent a genc y is no tified  pro m ptly.  

 On the a rriva l o f o ther c o m b a ta nt a genc ies, the initia l Inc id ent Co ntro ller will c o nsult with rega rd  to  the o ngo ing 
c o m m a nd , c o ntro l a nd  inc id ent m a na gem ent tea m  requirem ents a s per the releva nt BFMC Pla n o f Opera tio ns. 

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 Co nstruc tio n o f c o ntro l lines will no t o c c ur within the MACHIN ERY EX CLUSION  ZON E unless there a re no  
Ab o rigina l sites. 

 N ew c o nta inm ent lines require the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r N PW S o ffic er. 
 Co nstruc tio n o f new c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e a vo id ed , where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n b e 

c o nstruc ted  with m inim a l enviro nm enta l im pa c t. 
 All perso na l invo lved  in c o nta inm ent line c o nstruc tio n sho uld  b e b riefed  o n, a nd  m ust c o nsid er b o th na tura l a nd  

c ultura l herita ge sites in the lo c a tio n. 

Earthm oving 
Eq uipm e nt 

 Co nstruc tio n o f c o ntro l lines will no t o c c ur within the MACHIN ERY EX CLUSION  ZON E unless there a re no  
Ab o rigina l sites. 

 Ea rthm o ving equipm ent m a y o nly b e used  with the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r N PW S Offic er.  
 Ea rthm o ving equipm ent m ust a lwa ys b e guid ed  a nd  supervised  b y a n experienc ed  o ffic er, a nd  a c c o m pa nied  b y a  

suppo rt vehic le. W hen enga ged  in d irec t o r pa ra llel a tta c k, this vehic le m ust b e a  fire fighting vehic le. 
 Ea rthm o ving equipm ent will b e exc lud ed  fro m : 

o Cultura lly signific a nt sites – c o nsult with lo c a l a rea  sta ff fo r site lo c a tio ns.   
 Ea rthm o ving equipm ent m ust b e wa shed  d o wn, where pra c tic a b le, prio r to  it entering N PW S esta te a nd  a ga in o n 

exiting N PW S esta te.  
Fire  Suppre ssion 

Che m ic als 
 The use o f fo a m , gels a nd  reta rd a nts will b e perm itted  o n the reserve. 
 Fire suppressio n c hem ic a ls a re no t to  b e a pplied  within 50m  o f wa ter c o urses a nd  d a m s.   
 The use o f reta rd a nts requires the a ppro va l o f the Regio na l Ma na ger o r d elega te. 

Re habilitation  W here pra c tic a b le, c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e sta b ilised  a nd  reha b ilita ted  a s pa rt o f the wild fire suppressio n 
o pera tio n. 

W ate ring points  Co nsid er d eplo ym ent o f a  b ulk wa ter c a rrier to  suppo rt fire o pera tio ns. 
Sm oke  Manage m e nt  Po tentia l sm o ke im pa c ts a nd  m itiga tio n ta c tic s will b e a ssessed  d uring the pla nning o f fire o pera tio ns. 
Visitor Manage m e nt  The reserve m a y b e c lo sed  to  the pub lic  d uring perio d s o f extrem e fire d a nger, a nd  will b e c lo sed  d uring fire 

o pera tio ns. 
 O pe rational Guid e line s - He ritage  

Re sourc e  Guid e line s 

Aboriginal Cultural 
He ritage  

Site  Manage m e nt 

Modified trees  (AS1), including s carred trees  
 Pro tec t the site fro m  fire, c lea r b a se o f litter a nd  shrub s, exc lud e tree fro m  fire if po ssib le.  
 Fo a m  m a y b e used  to  pro tec t the tree, o r to  extinguish fire. 
 Do  no t c ut trees. 

Ground bas ed s ites  (AS2), including artefacts  and occupational s ites  
 Pro tec t site fro m  a ny gro und  d isturb a nc e, inc lud ing the use o f ea rth-m o ving equipm ent, vehic les a nd  wa ter 

b o m b ing. 
 Apply a  m a c hinery exc lusio n a rea  where there is a  high c o nc entra tio n o f kno wn sites. 
 Area  m a y b e b urnt. 

Burial s ites  (AS3) 
 Pro tec t sites fro m  a ny d isturb a nc e b y exc lud ing o pera tio ns b y a t lea st 25 m etres.  
 Area  m a y b e b urnt. 

Historic  He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

Heritage Sites  
 Pro tec t the site fro m  fire. 
 Exc lud e site fro m  fire where po ssib le, inc lud ing the c o nstruc tio n o f a  c o ntro l line a ro und  the perim eter. 
 Fo a m  m a y b e used  to  pro tec t the site, o r to  extinguish fire. 

Wooden cattle grids , coupe trees  and s urvey trees   
 Pro tec t the site fro m  fire, c lea r b a se o f litter a nd  shrub s, exc lud e tree fro m  fire if po ssib le. 
 Fo a m  m a y b e used  to  pro tec t the tree, o r to  extinguish. 
 Do  no t c ut trees. 

Thre ate ne d  Spe c ie s 
Manage m e nt 

Threatened plant s pecies  – Synos temon trachys permus  
 Ma c hinery will b e exc lud ed  fro m  kno wn ha b ita t a rea s. 
 Apply m inim um  interva l o f 10 yea rs b etween fire events.  
 Mo nito ring to  rec o rd  fire respo nse m ust b e initia ted  a fter a  fire event. 
 Ma inta in fire tra ils a nd  turning b a ys to  a vo id  a ny wid ening d uring inc id ents. 

 
 

 

Mungo NP & SCA  
Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy  

2014 
 

This strate gy should  be  use d  in c onjunc tion with ae rial photography and  fie ld  re c onnaissanc e  d uring 
inc id e nts and  the  d e ve lopm e nt of inc id e nt ac tion plans. 

These d a ta  a re no t gua ra nteed  to  b e free fro m  erro r o r o m issio n. The N SW  N a tio na l Pa rks a nd  W ild life a nd  its em plo yees 
d isc la im  lia b ility fo r a ny a c t d o ne o n the info rm a tio n in the d a ta  a nd  a ny c o nsequenc es o f suc h a c ts o r o m issio ns. 

This d o c um ent is c o pyright. Apa rt fro m  a ny fa ir d ea ling fo r the purpo se o f stud y, resea rc h c ritic ism  o r review, 
a s perm itted  und er the c o pyright Ac t, no  pa rt m a y b e repro d uc ed  b y a ny pro c ess witho ut written perm issio n. 

This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se c tion 38 (4) and  Se c tion 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Ac t 1997. 
The N SW  N a tio na l Pa rks a nd  W ild life Servic e is pa rt o f the N SW  Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd  Herita ge. 

Pub lished  b y the N SW  Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd  Herita ge, Feb rua ry 2014. 
Co nta c t: La rs Ko gge 

PO Bo x 318 Buro nga  2739 N SW . Ph 03 5021 8900 
ISBN  978 1 74359 618 0   OEH 2014/0344 Date  Approve d : 2014 

 

Ad d itional note s 
 

 

Re late d  d oc um e nts 
 Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd  Herita ge (2013-14) Fire Management Manual 

 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 
The c ritic a l wild fire sea so n o c c urs d uring N o vem b er a nd  Feb rua ry. This perio d  m a y 
extend  into  the first ha lf o f Ma rc h. Pa rtic ula r c a re is required  d uring perio d s o f nega tive 
So uthern Osc illa tio n Ind ic es. The end  o f the c ritic a l fire sea so n is o ften m a rked  b y wet 
sto rm  a c tivity. 

Pre sc ribe d  
Burning 

 

Presc rib ed  b urning sho uld  b e und erta ken b efo re a utum n ra in o c c urs to  m a xim ise 
effec tiveness. Burning m a y a lso  b e c o nsid ered  d uring la te winter a nd  ea rly spring 
d epend ent o n sea so na l fa c to rs. Presc rib ed  b urning und erta ken nea r the 
c o m m enc em ent o f the sta tuto ry b ushfire sea so n sho uld  b e fully c o nta ined . 

 

Map De tails 
Datum : Geo c entric  Da tum  
o f Austra lia  (GDA) 1994  
Proje c tion: Ma p Grid  o f 
Austra lia  (MGA) Zo ne 54 

Da ta : Spo t Sa tellite Im a gery: 
2005. 1:100k To po gra phic  
Ma ps Arum po  7430, 
Po o nc a rie 7431, Turlee 
7530, Mulurulu7531 

 

 
 
 

Too fre q ue ntly 
burnt 

Co nsec utive fire interva ls a re 
sho rter tha n the rec o m m end ed  
m inim um  interva l. 

Vulne rable  to  
fre q ue nt fire  

The c urrent fire interva l is sho rter 
tha n the rec o m m end ed  m inim um  
interva l. 

W ithin thre shold   
The tim e-sinc e-fire is grea ter tha n 
the rec o m m end ed  m inim um , a nd  
less tha n the rec o m m end ed  
m a xim um . 

Long unburnt The c urrent fire interva l is lo nger 
tha n the suggested  interva l. 

 

 
Fire  Manage m e nt Z one s 

Asse t 
Prote c tion 

Z one s 

The o b jec tive o f APZ s is the pro tec tio n o f 
hum a n life a nd  pro perty. This will ha ve 

prec ed enc e o ver guid elines fo r the 
m a na gem ent o f b io d iversity. Ma inta in 

Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd  a t Mo d era te o r b elo w. 

Strate gic  Fire  
Ad vantage  

Z one s 

The o b jec tive o f SFAZ s is to  red uc e fire 
intensity a c ro ss la rger a rea s. Ma inta in 
Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd  a t High o r b elo w, 
ho wever a d herenc e to  guid elines fo r 

b io d iversity will ta ke prec ed enc e where 
pra c tic a l. 

Land  
Manage m e nt 

Z one s 

The o b jec tive o f LMZ s is to  c o nserve 
b io d iversity a nd  pro tec t c ultura l a nd  histo ric  

herita ge. 
Ma na ge fire c o nsistent with fire thresho ld s. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ve ge tation m anage m e nt 
Ve ge tation 
Com m unity 

Ve ge tation 
m anage m e nt 

guid e line s 
Fire  Be haviour 

Gra ssla nd s 

An interva l 
b etween fire 
events less tha n 
3 yea rs a nd  
grea ter tha n 10 
yea rs sho uld  b e 
a vo id ed . 

Lo c a lised  a rea s o f High – Ve ry 
High OFH a fter perio d s o f 
ephem era l gro wth. 

Arid  shrub la nd s  
(Cheno po d  

sub fo rm a tio n) 

Fire events 
(inc lud ing 
presc rib ed  
b urns) sho uld  
a lwa ys b e 
a vo id ed . 

Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  is lo w d ue 
to  Low - Mod e rate  OFH 
Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  will b e 
higher a fter perio d s o f ephem era l 
gro wth. 

Sem i-a rid  
wo o d la nd s  
(shrub b y 

sub fo rm a tio n) 

An interva l 
b etween fire 
events less tha n 
15 yea rs sho uld  
b e a vo id ed . 

Fire intensity in m a llee 
c o m m unities ra nges fro m  
m o d era te to  extrem e a nd  is la rgely 
influenc ed  b y the presenc e o f 
spinifex, ephem era l gro wth a nd /o r 
wea ther c o nd itio ns. 

Other (no  
vegeta tio n) 

There is no  
requirem ent to  
perfo rm  
presc rib ed  
b urning. 

Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  is lo w 
d ue to  Low - Mod e rate  OFH 
Po tentia l ra tes o f sprea d  will b e 
higher a fter perio d s o f ephem era l 
gro wth. 

O FH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd  - A ra ting system  tha t inc lud es lea f litter, gra sses, 
shrub s, b a rk type a nd  b a rk c o nd itio n 

 

Contac t Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Loc ation Phone  

National Parks 
& W ild life  Se rvic e  

Regio na l Duty Offic er (24 ho ur) (08) 8080 3222 
Area  Offic e (b us. ho urs) (03) 5021 8900 

Lowe r W e ste rn Z one   
NSW  Rural Fire  Se rvic e  

Zo ne Ma na ger: Steve W a lker 0428 598 376 
Opera tio ns Ma na ger:   
RFS Offic e Da reto n (03) 5027 4422 

Em e rge nc y Se rvic e s  000 
Am bulanc e  Mild ura  & W entwo rth enquiries o nly (03) 5023 0011 

SES Ca ll Centre 132500 
W entwo rth  Unit (03) 5027 5100 

Polic e  
Da reto n  
Buro nga  
Eusto n 

(03) 5027 7599 
(03) 5023 2262 
(03) 5026 3101 

Counc il W entwo rth Shire Co unc il 
Ba lra na ld  Shire Co unc il (b us ho urs) 

(03) 5027 5027 
(03) 5020 1300 

 

Com m unic ations Inform ation  
Se rvic e  Channe l Loc ation and  Com m e nts 

N PW S/Air b a nd   
(Cro ss-b a nd  repea ter) 

  
 

W estern Bra nc h reso urc e sto red  a t Dub b o /tra nspo rta b le. Full 
ra nge o f b o th sim plex a nd  d uplex N PW S VHF & RFS PMR 
c ha nnels 

RFS PMR ra d io  59 o r 18 59 (Po o nc a rie – no rth Mungo ) 18 (Murra gi - so uth Mungo ) 
Airc ra ft - VHF  Co nta c t Sta te Air Desk fo r frequenc y a llo c a tio n 

Mo b ile pho ne – N ext G  Sc a ttered   rec eptio n with c a r kit 
Sa tellite Pho ne  Yes, no te Glo b a lsta r netwo rk ha s interm ittent servic e  

UHF - CB 3 Repea ter a t Ga rnpa ng Ho m estea d  
 

Suppre ssion Strate gie s 
Cond itions Guid e line s 

Malle e -spinife x 

Fire  d ange r rating  
LO W  - HIGH 

 W here po ssib le a nd  witho ut exc essively inc rea sing fire size a llo w wild fires to  b e c o nta ined  b y 
previo usly b urnt a rea s a nd  na tura l lo w fuel a rea s. Co nsid er b ro a d  c o nta inm ent stra tegies using 
existing ro a d s a nd  a rea s with Lo w OFH, a d hering to  lo ng-term  m a na gem ent requirem ents fo r 
b io d iversity. 

 Direc t a nd  pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied  with ea rthm o ving m a c hinery a nd  fire units, o nly o n d ea d  
ed ges o r in vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 

Fire  d ange r rating  
VERY  HIGH - EXTREME 

 Fa llb a c k to  existing tra ils a nd  ro a d s, rec ently b urnt a rea s o r vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 
 Do  no t a ttem pt b a c k-b urning in the pred ic ted  pa th o f running fire in this vegeta tio n. 
 Ba c k-b urning effec tiveness will d ro p signific a ntly when hum id ity sta rts to  rise a nd  wind  d ro ps in the ea rly evening. 
 Pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied  with ea rthm o ving m a c hinery a nd  fire units, o nly o n d ea d  ed ges o r in 

vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 
Malle e  shrubland s 

Fire  d ange r rating  
LO W  - HIGH 

 W here po ssib le a nd  witho ut exc essively inc rea sing fire size a llo w wild fires to  b e c o nta ined  b y 
previo usly b urnt a rea s a nd  na tura l lo w fuel a rea s. Co nsid er b ro a d  c o nta inm ent stra tegies using 
existing ro a d s a nd  a rea s with Lo w OFH, a d hering to  lo ng-term  m a na gem ent requirem ents fo r 
b io d iversity. 

 Direc t a nd  pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied  with ea rthm o ving m a c hinery a nd  fire units, o nly o n d ea d  
ed ges o r in vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 

Fire  d ange r rating  
VERY  HIGH - EXTREME 

 Fa llb a c k to  existing tra ils a nd  ro a d s, rec ently b urnt a rea s o r vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 
 Do  no t a ttem pt b a c k-b urning in the pred ic ted  pa th o f running fire in this vegeta tio n. 
 Ba c k-b urning effec tiveness will d ro p signific a ntly when hum id ity sta rts to  rise a nd  wind  d ro ps in the ea rly evening. 
 Pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied  with ea rthm o ving m a c hinery a nd  fire units, o nly o n d ea d  ed ges o r in 

vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 
Be lah wood land , Mixe d  ope n shrubland /wood land  & O pe n he rbland /grassland s 

Fire  d ange r rating  
LO W  - HIGH 

 Co nsid er a  b ro a d  c o nta inm ent stra tegy using existing ro a d s, a llo wing lo ng-term  m a na gem ent requirem ents fo r b io d iversity. 
 Direc t a nd  pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied  with ea rthm o ving m a c hinery a nd  fire units o nly o n d ea d  

ed ges, o r in vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 

Fire  d ange r rating  
VERY  HIGH - EXTREME 

 Fa llb a c k to  existing tra ils a nd  ro a d s, rec ently b urnt a rea s o r vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH.  
 Ba c k-b urning effec tiveness will d ro p signific a ntly when hum id ity sta rts to  rise, a nd  wind  d ro ps, in the ea rly evening.  
 Pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied  with ea rthm o ving m a c hinery a nd  fire units o nly o n d ea d  ed ges, o r in 

vegeta tio n with Lo w OFH. 
 

to Ivanhoe

to Mildura & Buronga

to Pooncarie

to Pooncarie

to Euston & Balranald

 
Presc rib ed  b urns tha t o c c urred  within 
the la st 5 yea rs (2008/09 to  2012/13) 

 
 
 

W ild fire tha t o c c urred  within the la st 5 
yea rs (2008/09 to  2012/13) 

N eighb o urs d eta ils c a n b e fo und  within the 2013/14 
Regio na l Inc id ent Pro c ed ures (RIP) b o o k  

 


