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Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

National Parks 
& Wildlife 
Service 

Duty Offic er  02 6332 6350 
Region a l Offic e – 200 Ya m b il 
St. Griffith 02 6966 8100 
Ya n ga  NP (b us. Hrs) 03 5020 1764 

Lower Western 
Zone NSW 
Rural Fire 

Service 

Z on e M a n a ger  - Steve 
Wa lker 0428 598 376 
Da reton  Fire Con trol Cen tre 03 5027 4422 

MIA District 
NSW Rural Fire 

Service 

Z on e M a n a ger – Kevin  
Ada m s 0428 285 582 
Duty Offic er (Griffith) 02 6966 7887 
Ha y Fire Con trol Cen tre 02 6993 4213 

Fire and 
Rescue NSW Ba lra n a ld Fire Sta tion  03 5020 1577 
State Forests Den iliquin  – Duty M ob ile 0408 675 211 
Emergency 

Services  000 

SES Ba lra n a ld V olun teer U n its 
13 2500 
03 5020 0444 or 
0417 200 444 

Police Station 
(not open 24 

hrs) 
Ba lra n a ld 03 5020 1404 

Hospital Ba lra n a ld 03 5020 1606 
Parks Victoria Duty Offic er M urra y 0417 351 668 

Council Ba lra n a ld Shire Coun c il 03 5020 1300 
 

Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and Comments 

RFS PM R 
P035 
P029 
P016 
P062 

 Ba lra n a ld 
 M oula m ein  
 La ke Poon  Boon  (M urra y Down s) 
 Lowb idgee 

U HF - CB 2  Ca r a n d ha n d held ra dios 
M ob ile Phon es   

 Do n ot rely on  m ob ile phon es, 
sc a ttered c overa ge over whole 
reserve.  

 

Fire Season Information 

Wildfires 

 The c ritic a l wildfire sea son  gen era lly oc c urs 
durin g Dec em b er to Feb rua ry. This period m a y 
exten d in to the first ha lf of M a rc h. 

 Dry lightn in g storm s frequen tly oc c ur a n d 
typic a l fire wea ther c on dition s a re win ds from  
the west to the n orth, high da y tim e 
tem pera tures a n d low hum idity. 

 Pa rtic ula r c a re is required followin g periods of 
Win ter ra in  a n d a fter periods of n ega tive 
Southern  Osc illa tion  In dic es. 

Prescribed 
Burning 

 Presc rib ed b urn in g should gen era lly b e 
un derta ken  b efore dec rea ses in  a utum n  
tem pera tures oc c ur. 

 Burn in g m a y a lso b e un derta ken  durin g la te 
win ter a n d ea rly Sprin g when  ephem era l fuels 
pose a  poten tia l high fire threa t. 

 Ca re should b e ta ken  to en sure a  low in ten sity 
b urn  over m ost of the a rea  trea ted. 

 An  exc eption  to these guidelin es is b urn s 
ta rgetin g the thin n in g of a rtific ia lly c rea ted 
den se sta n ds of trees, whic h m a y require a  
higher in ten sity fire.  Also the tim in g m a y oc c ur 
in  either Autum n  or la te Sprin g to a c hieve a  
higher in ten sity result. 
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Evaluation of Biodiversity Thresholds 

Within 
Threshold 

Within the  thre shold  for ve g e ta tion in this a re a . Spe cie s ha ve  ha d  sufficie nt tim e  to 
m a ture  a nd  re prod uce , a nd  for ha bita ts to d e ve lop. 
 A fire event is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided. 

Long 
Unburnt 

Und e rburnt, e xce ssive  tim e  since  la st fire , spe cie s m a y be com e  e xtinct. 
 A fire event may be ecologically advantageous. Consider allowing unplanned 

fires to burn 
NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity 

Thre shold  Ana lysis m a p ne e d s to be  consid e re d  with Pre scribe d  burning  
Activity m a p to be  consid e re d  whe n d e te rm ining  wild fire  a nd  pre scribe d  burning  outcom e s 
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Bushfire Risk Management Strategies
Fire Management Zones 

Asset 
Protection 

Zones 

The  obje ctive  of APZs is the  prote ction of hum a n life  
a nd  prope rty. This will ha ve  pre ce d e nce  ove r 
g uid e line s for the  m a na g e m e nt of biod ive rsity. 

Ma inta in O ve ra ll Fue l Ha za rd  a t Mod e ra te  or be low. 
Strategic Fire 

Advantage 
Zones 

The  obje ctive  of SFAZs is to re d uce  fire  inte nsity 
a cross la rg e r a re a s. Ma inta in O ve ra ll Fue l Ha za rd  a t 
Hig h or be low, howe ve r a d he re nce  to g uid e line s for 

biod ive rsity will ta ke  pre ce d e nce  whe re  pra ctica l. 
Land 

Management 
Zones 

The  obje ctive  of LMZs is to conse rve  biod ive rsity a nd  
prote ct cultura l a nd  historic he rita g e . 

Ma na g e  fire  consiste nt with fire  thre shold s. 
 

 
Suppression Strategies 

Typical Conditions Indicative Suppression Strategies 

 Curre nt Fire  Da ng e r Ra ting  (FDR) of Very High or Greater, 
 Short a nd  m e d ium  ra ng e  fore ca sts sug g e st cond itions typica l to a  

FDR of Very High or Greater, 
 A risk to life  a nd /or prope rty e xists in the  short – m e d ium  te rm , 
 A broa d  a re a  risk to biod ive rsity e xists. 

Direct 
Initia l a tta cks should  be  to try to e xting uish or to conta in to the  sm a lle st 
possible  a re a . 
 
Indirect  
De ve lop a  suppre ssion pla n using  e xisting  a nd /or pote ntia l conta inm e nt line s. 
If possible  ta ke  into a ccount biod ive rsity re quire m e nts but ne ve r to the  
d e trim e nt of life  a nd  prope rty. 

 FDR of High or below, 
 Short – m e d ium  te rm  fore ca st ind ica te  a  continuing  FDR of High 

or below 
 No risk to life  or prope rty e xists in the  short-m e d ium  te rm , 
 O nly sm a ll a re a  risk to biod ive rsity e xists. 

Direct 
Eva lua te  the  biod ive rsity thre shold s a nd  use  d ire ct a tta ck m e thod s to 
e xting uish if re quire d . 
 
Indirect 
De ve lop a  fire  suppre ssion pla n to the  m a xim um  a llowa ble  pe rim e te r ba se d  
on Biod ive rsity thre shold s. 
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Prescribed Burn Availability Map Prescribed Burning Availability  Map Legend 
Available  

This a re a  is a va ila ble  for pre scribe d  
burning , subje ct to fue l le ve ls a nd  
e colog ica l thre shold s. 

Available in 
Ephemeral 
Conditions 

This a re a  g e ne ra lly ha s NIL or LO W 
O FH, e xce pt d uring  se a sons prod ucing  
continuous g round  cove r. 
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Operational Guidelines 
Brie f a ll pe rsonne l involve d  in suppre ssion ope ra tions on the  following  issue s: 

General Guidelines 
 
Aerial Water 
Bombing 
  

 The  use  of bom bing  a ircra ft should  support conta inm e nt ope ra tions by a g g re ssive ly a tta cking  hotspots a nd  spot-ove rs, 
 The  use  of bom bing  a ircra ft without the  support of g round  ba se d  suppre ssion cre ws should  be  lim ite d  to ve ry spe cific circum sta nce s, 
 Whe re  pra ctica ble  foa m  should  be  use d  to incre a se  the  e ffe ctive ne ss of the  wa te r, 
 Ground  cre ws m ust be  a le rte d  to wa te r bom bing  ope ra tions. 

 
Aerial 
Ignition 
  

 Ae ria l ig nition m a y be  use d  d uring  ba ck-burning  or fue l re d uction ope ra tions whe re  pra ctica ble , but only with the  prior conse nt of NPWS Se nior O ffice r, 
Se ction 44 d e le g a te  or a s pre scribe d  in a n ope ra tiona l burn pla n, 

 The  use  of a e ria l ig nition a s a  fire  suppre ssion tool should  be  spe cifie d  in the  IAP or within the  pre scribe d  burn pla n. 
 Ae ria l ig nition will only be  und e rta ke n by qua lifie d  a nd  com pe te nt na vig a tors a nd  bom ba rd ie rs, 
 Utilise  a e ria l ig nition to ra pid ly burn out la rg e  a re a s. 

 
Back-burning 
  

 Te m pe ra ture  a nd  hum id ity tre nd s m ust be  m onitore d  ca re fully to d e te rm ine  the  sa fe st tim e s to im ple m e nt ba ck-burns. Ge ne ra lly, whe n the  FDI is Ve ry Hig h 
or g re a te r, ba ck-burning  should  com m e nce  whe n the  hum id ity be g ins to rise  in the  la te  a fte rnoon or e a rly e ve ning , with a  lowe r FDI ba ck-burning  m a y be  
sa fe ly und e rta ke n d uring  the  d a y, 

 Whe re  pra ctica ble , cle a r a  1m  ra d ius a round  d e a d  a nd  hollow be a ring  tre e s a d ja ce nt to conta inm e nt line s prior to ba ck-burning , or we t d own the se  tre e s a s 
pa rt of the  ba ck-burn ig nition, 

 Use  pa ra lle l conta inm e nt line s whe n a pplica ble , 
 All pe rsonne l m ust be  fully brie fe d  be fore  ba ck-burning  ope ra tions be g in. 

 
Command & 
Control 
  

 Sta nd a rd  Incid e nt Ma na g e m e nt Syste m s a re  to be  a pplie d , 
 The  first com ba ta nt a g e ncy on site  m a y a ssum e  control of the  fire , but the n m ust e nsure  the  re le va nt la nd  m a na g e m e nt a g e ncy is notifie d  prom ptly.  
 O n the  a rriva l of othe r com ba ta nt a g e ncie s, the  Incid e nt Controlle r will consult with re g a rd  to the  ong oing  com m a nd , control a nd  incid e nt m a na g e m e nt te a m  

re quire m e nts a s pe r the  re le va nt BFMC Pla n of O pe ra tions, a nd  be  consiste nt with BFCC Policy 2-2006. 

 
Containment 
Lines 
  

 Construction of ne w conta inm e nt line s should  be  a void e d , whe re  pra ctica ble , e xce pt whe re  the y ca n be  constructe d  with m inim a l e nvironm e nta l im pa ct, 
 Ne w conta inm e nt line s re quire  the  prior conse nt of a  se nior NPWS office r (AM or RM), 
 Use  pa ra lle l conta inm e nt line s whe n a pplica ble , 
 All conta inm e nt line s not re quire d  for othe r purpose s should  be  close d  a t the  ce ssa tion of the  incid e nt, 
 All pe rsona l involve d  in conta inm e nt line  construction should  be  brie fe d  on both na tura l a nd  cultura l he rita g e  site s in the  loca tion, 
 Conta inm e nt line  construction using  e a rthm oving  e quipm e nt m ust be  in a ccord a nce  with the  e a rthm oving  g uid e line s conta ine d  within the  RFMS. 

Earthmoving 
Equipment 
  

 Ea rthm oving  e quipm e nt m a y only be  use d  with the  prior conse nt of a  se nior NPWS office r, a nd  the n only if the  proba bility of its succe ss is hig h, 
 Ea rthm oving  e quipm e nt m ust a lwa ys be  g uid e d  a nd  supe rvise d  by a n a ppropria te ly e xpe rie nce d  pe rson, a nd  a ccom pa nie d  by a  support ve hicle . Whe n 

e ng a g e d  in d ire ct or pa ra lle l a tta ck this ve hicle  m ust be  a  fire  fig hting  ve hicle , 
 Conta inm e nt line s constructe d  by e a rthm oving  e quipm e nt should  consid e r the  prote ction of d ra ina g e  fe a ture s, obse rve  the  Thre a te ne d  Spe cie s a nd  Cultura l 

He rita g e  O pe ra tiona l Guid e line s, a nd  be  surve ye d , whe re  possible , to id e ntify unknown cultura l he rita g e  site s, 
 Ea rthm oving  e quipm e nt m ust not le a ve  tra cks or cre a te  ne w tra cks in Ma chine ry Exclusion a re a s a s m a rke d  on the  Incid e nt Ma p of a  RFMS, 
 Ea rthm oving  e quipm e nt m ust be  wa she d  d own, whe re  pra ctica ble , prior to it e nte ring  NPWS e sta te  a nd  a g a in on e xiting  NPWS e sta te , 
 Whe re  m ultiple  ite m s of e a rthm oving  e quipm e nt a re  be ing  use d , the  IMT should  consid e r the  e sta blishm e nt of a  Pla nt O pe ra tions Ma na g e r. 
 Machinery must be excluded from all machinery exclusion zones including the Yanga Woolshed and Yanga Homestead Precincts. This is due to 

the many Indigenous sites that are present across the reserve . 
Fire 
Advantage 
Recording 

 All fire  a d va nta g e s use d  d uring  wild fire  suppre ssion ope ra tions m ust be  m a ppe d  a nd  whe re  re le va nt a d d e d  to the  d a ta ba se . 

 
Fire 
Suppression 
Chemicals 
  

 Use  of we tting  a nd  foa m ing  a g e nts (surfa cta nts) is pe rm itte d  on the  re se rve , 
 The  use  of fire  re ta rd a nts a re  only pe rm itte d  with the  prior conse nt of the  se nior NPWS office r a nd  should  be  a void e d  whe re  re a sona ble  a lte rna tive s a re  

a va ila ble , 
 Exclud e  the  use  of surfa cta nts a nd  re ta rd a nts within 50m  of wa te rcourse s, d a m s a nd  swa m ps, 
 Are a s whe re  fire  suppre ssion che m ica ls a re  use d  m ust be  m a ppe d  a nd  the  use d  prod uct’s na m e  re cord e d , 
 The  Thre a te ne d  Spe cie s O pe ra tiona l Guid e line s a re  to be  obse rve d . 

Rehabilitation  Whe re  pra ctica ble , conta inm e nt line s should  be  sta bilise d  a nd  re ha bilita te d  a s pa rt of the  wild fire  suppre ssion ope ra tion. 

Smoke 
Management 

 The  pote ntia l im pa cts of sm oke  a nd  possible  m itig a tion ta ctics m ust be  consid e re d  whe n pla nning  for wild fire  suppre ssion a nd  pre scribe d  burning  
ope ra tions, 

 If sm oke  be com e s a  ha za rd  on loca l roa d s or hig hwa ys, the  police  a nd  re le va nt m e d ia  m ust be  notifie d , 
 Sm oke  m a na g e m e nt m ust be  in a ccord a nce  with re le va nt RTA tra ffic m a na g e m e nt g uid e line s. 

Structural 
Fire Fighting 

 O EH pe rsonne l a re  not tra ine d  in structura l fire  fig hting  a nd  m ust not e nte r a  structure  in ord e r to und e rta ke  structura l fire  fig hting , 
 Fire  suppre ssion a ctivitie s m a y be  und e rta ke n from  outsid e  a  structure  in a ccord a nce  with the  policie s in the  NPWS FMM, in ord e r to prote ct a  built a sse t. 

Visitor 
Management  The  re se rve  m a y be  close d  to the  public d uring  pe riod s of e xtre m e  fire  d a ng e r or d uring  wild fire  suppre ssion ope ra tions. 

WARNINGS 
 Be wa re  of ove rhe a d  powe rline s, 
 Be wa re  of a ny g a s bottle s on the  re se rve  a nd  a ny d a ng e rous g ood s stora g e  a re a s, 
 Re se rve  prone  to flood ing  a nd  only som e  tra ils will be  tra ffica ble  a fte r flood  e ve nts or ra infa ll. 

 

Threatened Sites Guidelines 
Site Guidelines 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Site Management 

IS1 
 Do not cut d own tre e s 
 As fa r a s possible  prote ct the  site  from  fire  
 Use  of foa m s, we tting  a g e nts & re ta rd a nt is a cce pta ble . 

IS2  Avoid  a ll g round  d isturba nce  includ ing  the  use  of e a rthm oving  m a chine ry, ha nd line  construction a nd  d riving  ove r site s 
 Site s m a y be  burnt by bushfire , ba ckburn or pre scribe d  burn without d a m a g e . 

IS3 
 Avoid  a ll g round  d isturba nce  includ ing  the  use  of e a rthm oving  m a chine ry, ha nd line  construction a nd  d riving  ove r site s, 
 Avoid  wa te r bom bing  which m a y ca use  g round  d isturba nce , 
 Pe rm ission re quire d  from  Aborig ina l He rita g e  Environm e nt O ffice r a nd  Aborig ina l com m unity. 

Historic Heritage Site Management 

H1 
 As fa r a s possible  prote ct the  site  from  fire  
 Avoid  a ll g round  d isturba nce  includ ing  the  use  of e a rthm oving  m a chine ry, ha nd line  construction a nd  d riving  ove r site s 
 Avoid  wa te r bom bing  which m a y ca use  g round  d isturba nce  
 Use  of foa m s, we tting  a g e nts & re ta rd a nt is a cce pta ble . 

H2 
 As fa r a s possible  prote ct the  site  from  fire  
 Avoid  a ll g round  d isturba nce  includ ing  the  use  of e a rthm oving  m a chine ry, ha nd line  construction a nd  d riving  ove r site s 
 Wa te r bom bing , use  of foa m s, we tting  a g e nts & re ta rd a nt is a cce pta ble . 

Threatened Fauna Management 
FA7  Exclud e  fire  from  ha bita t a nd  a void  the  use  of m a chine ry a nd  che m ica ls.  

Although not shown on the Incident map some vulnerable species of birds are known to frequent the reserve.                                                    
Ensure that threatened species registers and local knowledge are used when completing burn planning for prescribed burns. 

Broad 
Vegetation 

Class 
Vegetation Type Biodiversity Thresholds Fire Behaviour 

Arid  a nd  Se m i-a rid  
Shrubla nd s Che nopod  Shrubla nd s Fire  should  be  a void e d .  

Fre shwa te r 
We tla nd s Che nopod  Shrubla nd s Fire  should  be  a void e d . 

Se m i-a rid  
Wood la nd s 

(Gra ssy sub-
form a tion) 

Bla ck Box Wood la nd s 
An inte rva l be twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss tha n 10 ye a rs a nd  g re a te r 
tha n 40 ye a rs should  be  a void e d . The re  wa s insufficie nt d a ta  to 
g ive  d e finite  inte rva ls. Fire  should  be  a void e d  whe re  Che nopod  
spe cie s occur. Two fire s in the  sa m e  a re a  in a  pe riod  of le ss 
tha n 10 ye a rs a pa rt m a y re m ove  young e r Bla ck Box tre e s. 

Arid  a nd  Se m i-a rid  
Shrubla nd s 

Prickly Wa ttle  (Acacia victoriae) 
Wood la nd s 

An inte rva l be twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss tha n 6 ye a rs a nd  g re a te r 
tha n 40 ye a rs should  be  a void e d . The re  wa s insufficie nt d a ta  to 
g ive  d e finite  inte rva ls. 

Scle rophyll Gra ssy 
Wood la nd s 

Mya ll (Acacia pendula) 
Wood la nd s 

An inte rva l be twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss tha n 5 ye a rs a nd  g re a te r tha n 
40 ye a rs should  be  a void e d . 

Wa te r Bod y Che nopod  Shrubla nd s in Y a ng a  
La ke  Fire  should  be  a void e d  in Y a ng a  La ke . 

Fore ste d  
We tla nd s Rive r Re d  Gum  Fore sts 

An inte rva l be twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss tha n 7 ye a rs a nd  g re a te r tha n 
35 ye a rs should  be  a void e d . Rive r Re d  Gum s will only tole ra te  low 
inte nsity fire s. Ind ivid ua l tre e s m a y survive  ca nopy scorch if the y 
a re  not und e r stre ss a nd  a re  in old e r a g e  cla sse s. Y oung e r tre e s 
will not survive  m od e ra te  to hig h inte nsity fire s. Two fire s occurring  
in the  sa m e  a re a  in a  pe riod  of le ss tha n 20 ye a rs a pa rt m a y 
re d uce  the  e xte nt of Rive r Re d  Gum  Fore sts. Fire  should  be  
a void e d  whe re  Che nopod  spe cies occur. 

The se  ve g e ta tion com m unitie s will g e ne ra lly 
not ca rr y fire  unle ss the re  a re  hig h e phe m e ra l 
fue l loa d s, which g e ne ra lly occur a fte r flood ing  
e ve nts. In fa voura ble  ye a rs the  Rive r Re d  Gum  
fore sts ca n be  sca tte re d  with 2m  hig h re e d  
be d s, which ca n re sult in isola te d  a re a s of ve ry 
hig h to e xtre m e  fire  be ha viour. In ye a rs of hig h 
e phe m e ra l fue ls, la nd sca pe  fir e s a re  possible  
a s fire  pote ntia l will be  ve r y hig h to e xtre m e , 
cha ra cte rise d  by spotting  from  Bla ck Box a nd  
Rive r Re d  Gum  com m unitie s a nd  fa st m oving  
fire s in othe r com m unitie s.  

 

Se m i-a rid  
Wood la nd s 

(Srubby sub-
form a tion) 

Be la h / Rose wood  Wood la nd s 
Y a rra n (Acacia melvillei) 

Wood la nd s 
Re d  Ma lle e  (Euclyptus oleosa) 

Wood la nd s 

An inte rva l be twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss tha n 6 ye a rs a nd  g re a te r 
tha n 40 ye a rs should  be  a void e d . The re  wa s insufficie nt d a ta  to 
g ive  d e finite  inte rva ls. 

Fre shwa te r 
We tla nd s 

Spike -rush Se d g e la nd s 
Lig num  Shrubla nd s 

An inte rva l be twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss tha n 6 ye a rs a nd  g re a te r tha n 
35 ye a rs should  be  a void e d . 

Be la h / Rose wood  Wood la nd s a nd  Lig num  
Srubla nd s will not ca rry fire  unle ss the re  is hig h 
e phe m e ral fue l loa d s. Y a rra n a nd  Re d  Ma lle e  
Wood la nd s fire  inte nsity ra ng e s from  m od e ra te  to 
hig h a nd  is la rg e ly influe nce d  by e phe m e ra l g rowth. 
Unle ss we a the r cond itions a re  e xtre m e , low g round  
fue ls d uring  norm a l ye a rs will only a llow for pa tchy 
fire s. Spike -rush Se d g ela nd s will not ca rry fire  
unle ss the re  a re  hig h cure d  e phe m e ra l fue l loa d s. 

Cle a re d  La nd  
Gra ssla nd s consisting  of 

pre viously croppe d  la nd  a nd  
im prove d  pa sture s 

An inte rva l be twe e n fire  e ve nts le ss tha n 2 ye a rs a nd  g re a te r tha n 
10 ye a rs should  be  a void e d . 

Hig h inte nsity fa st m oving  fire  once  g ra sse s ha ve  
cure d . In d roug ht ye a rs m inim a l g rowth will re sult in 
m od e ra te  fire  be ha viour but pote ntia lly still fa st 
m oving  d e pe nd ing  on we a the r cond itions a t the  tim e . 

Fire History 
The  fire  history d a ta  is incom ple te . Wild fire s g e ne ra lly occur d ue  to lig htning  ig nitions. Accid e nta l fire s in the  Rive r Re d  Gum  Fore sts, pe riod ic burning  of 
Y a ng a  La ke  be d  a nd  ye a rly pre scribe d  burning  of re e d  be d  a re a s we re  und e rta ke n prior to NPWS a cquisition in 2005. The re  is no ve rba l or re cord e d  history 
of la rg e  sca le  fire s occurring  a cross the  rese rve  a re a .  

Ephemeral 
Conditions 

Ephe m e ra l fuel cond itions occur a fte r conse cutive  ye a rs of e ffe ctive  ra infa ll. This in turn le a d s to the  g rowth a nd  build  up of fine  surfa ce  fue ls such a s 
g ra sse s a nd  he rbs, which ca n cre a te  a  continuous fue l loa d  a cross all of the  a bove  ve g e ta tion com m unitie s.   

Drought 
Conditions 

During  d roug ht cond itions a nd  whe n ve g e ta tion com m unities a re  visibly stre sse d  or e xpe riencing  d ie ba ck no pre scribe d  burning  will be  pe rm itted  a nd  
wild fire s a re a s will be m inim ise d .  
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