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Risk Manage m e nt Inform ation

Bushfire  Suppre ssion

Asse t Prote ction Z one s

Strate gic Fire  Ad vantage  Z one s

Land  Manage m e nt Z one s

Fire  Manage m e nt Z one s
The objective of APZ s is the protection of hum a n life a nd property.  This will ha ve precedence over 
guidelines for the m a na gem ent of biodiversity.  Ma inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t Modera te or below.
The objective of SFAZ s is to reduce fire intensity a cross la rger a rea s.   Ma inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t High 
or below, however a dherence to guidelines for biodiversity will ta ke precedence where pra ctica l.  
The objective of LMZ s is to conserve biodiversity a nd protect cultura l herita ge.   Ma na ge fire consistent with 
fire thresholds.       
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O pe rational Guid e line s 
Re fe r to NPWS Fire  Manage m e nt Manual 

Brief a ll personnel involved in suppression opera tions on the following issues: 
Re source  Guid e line s 

Aboriginal Cultural 
He ritage   
Site  Manage m e nt 
 

 A1 - As fa r a s possible protect site from  fire, do not cut down trees. 
 A2 - As fa r a s possible protect site from  fire, Avoid a ll ground disturba nce including 

the use of ea rthm oving m a chinery, ha ndline construction a nd driving over sites, 
Avoid wa ter bom bing which m a y ca use ground disturba nce. 

 A3 - Avoid a ll ground disturba nce, Avoid wa ter bom bing, S ite m a y be burnt by 
bushfire, ba ck-burn or prescribed burn without da m a ge. 

 If new sites a re loca ted consult with a  senior NPW S  officer.  

Historic He ritage  
Manage m e nt 
 

 HS1 - As fa r a s possible protect site from  fire, Avoid a ll ground disturba nce 
including the use of ea rthm oving m a chinery, ha ndline construction a nd driving over 
sites, Avoid wa ter bom bing, which m a y da m a ge site. 

 HS2 - As fa r a s possible protect site from  fire, Avoid a ll ground disturba nce 
including the use of ea rthm oving m a chinery, ha ndline construction a nd driving over 
sites. 

 If new sites a re loca ted consult with a  senior NPW S  officer. 

Thre ate ne d  Fauna 
Manage m e nt 
 

 FA1 - As fa r a s possible, protect la rge a nd hollow-bea ring trees in loca tions where 
these species a re known to occur. 

 FA2 - As fa r a s possible, protect la rge a nd hollow-bea ring trees in loca tions where 
these species a re known to occur, Avoid inter-fi re interva ls of <10 yea rs in 
loca tions where these species a re known to occur, Avoid high intensity fires tha t 
consum e ca nopies a nd fa llen logs in loca tions where these species a re known to 
occur. 

 If new sites a re loca ted consult with a  senior NPW S  officer. 

Thre ate ne d  Flora 
Manage m e nt 
 

 FL1 - Avoid inter-fire interva ls of <10 yea rs in loca tions where these species a re 
known to occur, Avoid the use of ea rth m oving m a chinery in loca tions where these 
species a re known to occur, Avoid the use of reta rda nt in loca tions where these 
species a re known to occur. 

 FL2 - As fa r a s possible, exclude a ll fire from  loca tions where these species a re 
known to occur, Avoid the use of ea rth m oving m a chinery in loca tions where these 
species a re known to occur, Avoid the use of reta rda nt in loca tions where these 
species a re known to occur. 

 If new sites a re loca ted consult with a  senior NPW S  officer. 

Thre ate ne d  Prope rty 
 W here possible property owners with a ssets a t risk from  a  wildfire event should be 

kept inform ed rega rding the progress of the fire; a nd a sked for a n a ssessm ent of 
their current level of a sset protection prepa redness. 

Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Ae rial Wate r 
Bom bing 
 

 The use of bom bing a ircra ft should support conta inm ent opera tions by 
a ggressively a tta cking hotspots a nd spot-overs. 

 The use of bom bing a ircra ft without the support of ground ba sed suppression 
crews should be lim ited to very specific circum sta nces. 

 W here pra ctica ble foa m  should be used to increa se the effectiveness of the wa ter. 
 Ground crews m ust be a lerted to wa ter bom bing opera tions. 

Ae rial Ince nd iary 
 

 Aeria l ignition m a y be used during ba ck-burning or fuel reduction opera tions where 
pra ctica ble, but only with the prior consent of a  senior NPW S  officer.  

 Utilise incendia ries to ra pidly progress ba ck-burns down slope where required. 

Backburning 
 

 Tem pera ture a nd hum idity trends m ust be m onitored ca refully to determ ine the 
sa fest tim es to im plem ent ba ck-burns.  Genera lly, when the FDI is V ery High or 
grea ter, ba ckburning should com m ence when the hum idity begins to rise in the la te 
a fternoon or ea rly evening.  W ith a  lower FDI ba ckburning m a y be sa fely 
underta ken during the da y. 

 W here pra ctica ble, clea r a  1m  ra dius a round dea d a nd fibrous ba rked trees 
a dja cent to conta inm ent lines prior to ba ckburning, or wet down these trees a s pa rt 
of the ba ckburn ignition. 

 Avoid ignition of ba ckburns a t the bottom  of slopes where a  long a nd intense up 
slope burn is likely.  

Com m and  & Control 
 

 The first com ba ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire, but then m ust 
ensure the releva nt la nd m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly. 

 On the a rriva l of other com ba ta nt a gencies, the initia l incident controller will consult 
with rega rd to the ongoing com m a nd, control a nd incident m a na gem ent tea m  
requirem ents a s per the releva nt BFMC Pla n of Opera tions. 

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should be a voided, where pra ctica ble, 
except where they ca n be constructed with m inim a l environm enta l im pa ct.  New 
conta inm ent lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPW S  officer. 

 W here pra ctica ble, conta inm ent lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt 
of the wildfire suppression opera tion. 

 All conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes should be closed a t the 
cessa tion of the incident. 

 All personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction should be briefed on both 
na tura l a nd cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 

Earthm oving 
Eq uipm e nt 
 

 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m a y only be used with the prior consent of a  senior NPW S  
officer, a nd then only if the proba bility of its success is high. 

 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust be a lwa ys guided a nd supervised by a n experienced 
officer, a nd a ccom pa nied by a  support vehicle.  W hen enga ged in direct or pa ra llel 
a tta ck this vehicle m ust be a  firefighting vehicle. 

 Conta inm ent lines constructed by ea rthm oving equipm ent should consider the 
protection of dra ina ge fea tures, observe the Threa tened S pecies a nd Cultura l 
Herita ge Opera tiona l Guidelines, a nd be surveyed, where possible, to identify 
unknown cultura l herita ge sites. 

 Ea rthm oving equipm ent should be wa shed down, where pra ctica ble, prior to it 
entering NPW S  esta te. 

Fire  Ad vantage  
Re cord ing 

 All fire a dva nta ges used during wildfire suppression opera tions m ust be m a pped 
a nd where releva nt a dded to the da ta ba se. 

Fire  Suppre ssion 
Che m icals 
 

 W etting a nd foa m ing a gents (surfa cta nts) a re perm itted for use in wildfire 
suppression. 

 The use of fire reta rda nt is only perm itted with the prior consent of the senior 
NPW S  officer, a nd should be a voided where rea sona ble a lterna tives a re a va ila ble. 

 Exclude the use of surfa cta nts a nd reta rda nts within 50m  of ra inforest, 
wa tercourses, da m s a nd swa m ps. 

 Area s where fire suppression chem ica ls a re used m ust be m a pped a nd the used 
products na m e recorded. 

 The Threa tened S pecies Opera tiona l Guidelines a re to be observed. 
Re habilitation 
 

 W here pra ctica ble, conta inm ent lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt 
of the wildfire suppression opera tion. 

Sm oke  Manage m e nt 
 

 The potentia l im pa cts of sm oke a nd possible m itiga tion ta ctics m ust be considered 
when pla nning for wildfire suppression a nd prescribed burning opera tions. 

 If sm oke becom es a  ha za rd on loca l roa ds or highwa ys, the police a nd releva nt 
m edia  m ust be notified. 

 S m oke m a na gem ent m ust be in a ccorda nce with releva nt R MS  tra ffic m a na gem ent 
guidelines. 

Visitor Manage m e nt 
 

 The reserve m a y be closed to the public during periods of extrem e fire da nger or 
during wildfire suppression opera tions. 

 
Strate gy Inform ation 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

Wild fire s 
 Ha ve been known to sta rt a s ea rly a s la te August, but usua lly the 

potentia l for a  la rge fire event is grea test between October a nd 
Decem ber.  This period m a y extend into Ja nua ry in m ore severe yea rs. 

 
Pre scribe d  Burning 
 

 Genera l sea son is Autum n to la te W inter.  Burning is possible in ea rly 
S pring but not desira ble on a  regula r ba sis from  a n ecologica l or tourism  
point of view. 

Suppre ssion Strate gie s 
Curre nt FDR Fore cast FDR  

Low - Mod Low - Mod 
 Underta ke direct, pa ra llel or indirect a tta ck a long existing conta inm ent 

lines. 
 W here pra ctica ble consider m a xim ising the fire a rea  in a ccorda nce with 

the requirem ents of a ny proposed prescribed burns. 

Low - Mod = > High 
 In order to m inim ise the fire a rea  a nd secure the fla nks a s soon a s 

possible, underta ke direct, pa ra llel or indirect a tta ck a long the closest 
conta inm ent lines. 

 Pa y pa rticula r a ttention to the fla nk on the next predicted down wind side. 

High All 

 Underta ke indirect a tta ck a long existing or newly constructed conta inm ent 
lines. 

 S ecure a nd deepen conta inm ent lines a long the next predicted downwind 
side of the fire. 

 If a pplica ble consider broa der tha n norm a l conta inm ent stra tegies to 
a void wa sted effort a nd high risk of fa ilure. 

All All  Ensure there is sufficient tim e to secure conta inm ent lines prior to the fire 
im pa cting upon them ; otherwise fa ll ba ck to the next potentia l line. 

 

Com m unications Inform ation 
Se rvice  Channe l Location and  Com m e nts 

LNCR – VO TE GRO UP EAST 170 

Best for MHA, GLA a nd HCA 
 Mt Ma rie (171) 
 Ca bba ge Tree (172) 
 Ga n Ga n (173) 
 Ta lwa hl (174) 
 Middle Brother (175) 
 Booti (176) 

LNCR – VO TE GRO UP WEST 160 

Best for BTA 
 Mt Allyn (161) 
 Mt Myra  (162) 
 Mt Ba rrington (163) 

NPW S  Fireground 11 – 17  
NPW S  Porta ble R epea ters 21 – 26  
NPW S  Porta ble R epea ters (sim plex) 31 – 36  
R FS  Fireground 41 – 60  
R FS  Porta ble R epea ters 61 – 70  

 

Contact Inform ation 
Age ncy Position / Location Phone  
NPWS Lower North Coa st R egiona l Duty Officer / After Hours 0429 144 880 

 
 Grea t La kes Area  Ma na ger: S tephen S m ith 0429 144 874 
 Fire Ma na gem ent Officer: Andy Boleyn 0429 144 870 

 
 Grea t La kes Area  Office (02) 6591 0300  
 Lower North Coa st R egiona l Office (02) 4984 8200 
RFS Fire Control Officer: Jim  Bla ckm ore 0427 216 232 
 Forster/ Tuncurry Fire Control Centre (02) 6539 7700 
NSW Fire  Brigad e  Em ergency 000 
 Newca stle Com m unica tions (24hr) (02) 4929 7177 
SES Em ergency 132 500 
 Forster Unit (02) 6554 0716  
Police  Em ergency 000 
 Forster/ Tuncurry S ta tion (02) 6555 1299  
Am bulance  Em ergency 000 
Hospital Forster Priva te Hospita l 

Bula hdela h Hospita l 
(02) 6555 1333 
(02) 4997 4477 

DPI - Fore sts NSW Duty Officer  0429 491 868 
Council Grea t La kes (02) 6591 7222 
Local Aboriginal Land  Council Forster (02) 6555 5411  
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Curre nt Ve ge tation Status (Fire  Thre shold s)
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Too Fre q ue ntly  Burnt Fire thresholds ha ve been exceeded. · Protect from  fire a s fa r a s possible. 

Vulne rable  to Fre q ue nt Fire  The a rea  will be Too Frequently Burnt if it burns this yea r. Protect from  fire a s fa r a s 
possible. 

Within Thre shold  Fire history is within the threshold for vegeta tion in this a rea . A burn is neither 
required nor should one necessa rily be a voided. 

Long Unburnt Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the a rea . A prescribed burn m a y be 
a dva nta geous. Consider a llowing unpla nned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient da ta  to determ ine fire threshold. 

No Re gim e  Assigne d  Area s which do not ha ve recom m ended fire interva ls a ssigned to them  eg. clea red 
la nd, rock. 

NB. Fire  thre shold s are  d e fine d  for ve ge tation com m unitie s to conse rve  biod ive rsity 
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This strate gy should  be  use d  in conjunction with ae rial photography and  fie ld  re connaissance  d uring 
incid e nts and  the  d e ve lopm e nt of incid e nt action plans. 
These da ta  a re not gua ra nteed to be free from  error or om ission. The NS W  Na tiona l Pa rks a nd W ildlife a nd its em ployees discla im  
lia bility for a ny a ct done on the inform a tion in the da ta  a nd a ny consequences of such a cts or om issions. 
This docum ent is copyright. Apa rt from  a ny fa ir dea ling for the purpose of study, resea rch criticism  or review, a s 
perm itted under the copyright Act, no pa rt m a y be reproduced by a ny process without written perm ission. 
The NS W  Na tiona l Pa rks a nd W ildlife S ervice is pa rt of the Office of Environm ent a nd Herita ge. 
Published by the Office of Environm ent a nd Herita ge (NS W ), Ma rch 2014. 
Conta ct: NS W  Na tiona l Pa rks a nd W ildlife S ervice, Lower North Coa st R egion, Locked Ba g 99, Nelson Ba y Delivery 
Centre, NS W  2315 
ISBN: 978 1 74359 839 9                              DEC Num be r: 2014/ 0839   Last Upd ate d : 23/06/2014 
  

This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se ction 38 (4) 
and  Se ction 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Act 1997. 

 

End orse d  by:  Date : / /  
       Director Coastal, Parks & Wildlife Division  
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