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This strategy should be used in conjunction with aerial photography and field reconnaissance during 
incidents and the development of incident action plans. 
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Status of Biodiversity Thresholds
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Incident Map

Too frequently 
burnt 

Consecutive fire interva ls a re 
shorter tha n the 
recom m ended m inim um  
interva l. 

Vulnerable to  
frequent fire 

T he current fire interva l is 
shorter tha n the 
recom m ended m inim um  
interva l. 

Within 
threshold  

T he tim e-since-fire is grea ter 
tha n the recom m ended 
m inim um , a nd less tha n the 
recom m ended m a xim um . 

Long unburnt 
T he current fire interva l is 
longer tha n the suggested 
interva l. 

 

 
Operational Guidelines 

Aerial operations 
 

 Aeria l opera tions will be m a na ged by tra ined a nd com petent personnel. T his includes directing a eria l bom bing 
a nd a eria l ignition opera tions 

 T he use of bom bing a ircra ft without the support of ground-ba sed suppression crews should be lim ited to very 
specific circum sta nces. 
All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of the Incident Controller. 

Backburning 
 

 All personnel m ust be fully briefed before ba ck burning opera tions begin. 
 Ba ckburning in a rea s of Low – Modera te OFH will require the use of wind, or low hum idity to m a xim ise 
effectiveness. Ba ckburning should be tim ed for la te a fternoon a nd ea rly evening. 

 W here pra ctica ble to a ssist m op-up efforts, clea r a  1m  ra dius a round dea d a nd fibrous ba rked trees a dja cent to 
conta inm ent lines prior to ba ckburning, or wet down these trees during the ignition. 

Command & Control 
 

 T he first com ba ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire, but then m ust ensure the releva nt la nd 
m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly.  

 A senior NPW S  officer is to lia ise with the RFS  to ensure tha t the a gency in com m a nd a nd control is 
determ ined a nd a n Incident Controller is a ppointed 

Containment Lines 
 

 Existing or previous roa ds, tra cks a nd control lines should be used wherever possible  
 New conta inm ent lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPW S  officer. 
 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should be a voided, where pra ctica ble, except where they ca n be 
constructed with m inim a l environm enta l im pa ct. 

 All persona l involved in conta inm ent line construction should be briefed on, a nd m ust consider both na tura l a nd 
cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 

 All conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes should be closed im m edia tely a t the cessa tion of the 
incident. 

 W here possible, fireline construction will a void the rem ova l of trees. 

Earthmoving Equipment 

 Pla nt m a y only be used with the prior consent of a  senior NPW S  officer.  
 Pla nt m ust a lwa ys be supervised by a n experienced officer, a nd a ccom pa nied by a  fire-fighting vehicle when 
enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck.  

 Pla nt m ust be wa shed down, where pra ctica ble, prior to entering a nd exiting NPW S  esta te. 
 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust not work in m a chinery exclusion a rea s due to the presence of Aborigina l sites. 
 Bobs T ra il exclusion zone is to prevent the sprea d of Hudson Pea r. 
 Light bla ding should be used to m inim ise soil disturba nce a nd soil erosion potentia l. 

Fire Suppression Chemicals 
 T he use of foa m , wetting a gents a nd reta rda nts will be perm itted on the reserve 
 Fire suppression chem ica ls a re not to be a pplied within 100m  of wa ter courses a nd da m s.   
 T he use of reta rda nts requires the a pprova l of a  senior NPW S  officer 

Rehabilitation 
 W here pra ctica ble, conta inm ent lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression 
opera tion. 

 Fire line construction in la ke bed a rea s m ust be ba ck-bla ded a s soon a s possible. 
Watering points  Consider deploym ent of bulk wa ter ca rriers to support fire opera tions. 

Smoke Management  Potentia l sm oke im pa cts a nd m itiga tion ta ctics will be a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 
Visitor Management  T he reserve m a y be closed to the public during periods of extrem e fire da nger, a nd will be closed during fire 

opera tions. 
WARNINGS Bogging potential and gilgai / melonholes in black soils. 

Open mine shafts in areas. 
  Bla ck text – genera l guidelines   Blue text – reserve specific guidelines   Red text – Ma jor wa rnings 

 

 
Suppression Strategies 

Conditions & forecast Guidelines 
S ta ble conditions foreca st 

W inds < 15 kph 
 A broa d conta inm ent stra tegy using existing roa ds, tra cks, cla ypa ns, low OFH fuel types a nd ripa ria n a rea s. 
 W here pra ctica ble, a nd with a n a na lysis of short a nd m edium  foreca sts, consider m a xim ising the fire a rea , for 
ecologica l purposes. 

Unsta ble conditions foreca st 
W inds > 15 kph 

 Direct or pa ra llel a tta ck with pla nt a nd fire units. 
 Fa llba ck to perim eter fire tra ils or open country when fire runs extend ca pa city to construct conta inm ent lines 
 S ecure fla nk a s soon a s possible on the next predicted downwind side. 

Control lines in Lignum  
S hrubby T hickets 

 In m ost conditions, fire will not run in lignum  
 Under exceptiona l conditions, control lines m a y be constructed 
 Light bla ding should be used, with overburden ba ck-bla ded a t end of pa trolling 
 T here is the potentia l for underground sm ouldering to em erge outside a  control line. T his risk is high during dry 
soil sub-surfa ce conditions. 

 A sha llow trench m a y be ripped a long the control line, a nd pa trolled for underground sm ouldering. FLIR m a y be 
used to a ssist pa trolling. 

 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

Duty Officer (24 hour) 6792 4680 
Na rra bri Area  Office (bus. hours) 6792 7300 

NSW RFS North West J illia n Butler (Acting Z one Ma na ger) 
Duty Officer 6822 4422 

NSW RFS Barwon Darling Chris Fra velle (Z one Ma na ger) 
Duty Officer 

0419 691 815 
6872 4023 

RFS Rural Fire Brigades Na rra n La ke  
Booroom a  Briga de  

 
 

NSW Fire Brigade Ka toom ba  4782 6077 
Emergency Services Police, Fire, Am bula nce 000 

SES  13 2500 
Police W a lgett 

Lightning Ridge 
6828 1399 
6829 9799 

Council W a lgett 
Brewa rrina  

6828 1399 
6830 5100 

 
Communications Information 

Service Channel Location and Comments 
NPW S  VHF 17 

18  Fireground sim plex 
RFS   W 113 

W 117 
 Cum bora h 
 Lightning Ridge 

UHF - CB   S m a ll fires - Cha nnel 10,  
 La rge fires - determ ined by IMT 

Avia tion - CT AF 126.7  
Mobile phone   T elstra  3G covera ge va ries a cross the reserve  

 Fire Season Information 
Wildfires 

T he critica l wildfire sea son is likely to occur: 
 a fter a  prolonged period of a bove a vera ge ra infa ll, lea ding to prolific gra ss growth; a nd 
 during the period Novem ber to J a nua ry when there is a  higher incidence of lightning.  

Prescribed 
Burning 

Prescribed burning in S pinifex W oodla nds is likely to be effective when Nea r-surfa ce fuel ha za rds a re HIGH. It 
should only be conducted outside of both the critica l fire sea son a nd extrem e drought periods. 
 
Prescribed burning is unlikely to be effective in m ost yea rs. T he exception will be a fter a  prolonged period of 
a bove a vera ge ra infa ll, lea ding to prolific gra ss growth 

 Vegetation

Map Details 
Datum: Geocentric Da tum  of Austra lia  1994 ,GDA 94 
Projection: Ma p Grid Austra lia  Z one 55  
S ca le: Noted sca les a re true when printed on A1 
size pa per 

Da ta : S POT  2011. 1:50k  
T opogra phic Ma p: NARRAN 8338 & CUMBORAH 
8438 
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Available Ava ila ble for prescribed 
burning 

Available - only 
ephemeral 
conditions 

T his a rea  is genera lly 
ha s NIL or LOW  OFH, 
except during sea sons 
producing continuous 
ground cover  

Unavailable for 
prescribed 

burning 

T his a rea  is una va ila ble 
for prescribed burning, 
due to NIL or LOW  
OFH, or ecologica l 
requirem ents. 

Ava ila bility for burning m ust be referenced 
with the Status of Biodiversity Thresholds. 

 

 
 
 

Asset Protection 
Zone 

T he objective of this 
zone is to protect 
historic structures by 
m a inta ining the Overa ll 
Fuel Ha za rd a t LOW . 

Land 
Management 

Zones 

T he objective of this 
zone is to conserve 
biodiversity a nd protect 
cultura l herita ge by 
a pplying biodiversity 
thresholds. 

 

Broa d Vegeta tion Com m unities

S ea sona l open wa ter

S a nd dune / la ke edge shrubla nds

Lignum  shrubla nd wetla nds

Ripa ria n forests a nd woodla nds

Floodpla in W oodla nds

Dry floodpla in a nd low hill woodla nds

S a nd dune wetla nds

Chenopod shrub / ephem era l gra ssla nds

S pinifex W oodla nds

Vegetation Communities and Biodiversity Thresholds 
Vegetation Community Vegetation management guidelines Fire Behaviour 

S ea sona l open wetla nds  No fire thresholds to be a pplied  Nil 

S a nd dune / la ke edge 
shrubla nds 
a nd wetla nds 

 No fire thresholds to be a pplied  Unlikely to ca rry fire 

Open wetla nds 
 

Lignum  S hrubby thickets 

 Avoid fire events 
 No fire thresholds to be a pplied – ecologica l thresholds a re 
flood ba sed 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is usua lly LOW 
due to Low OFH 
 Fire m a y ca rry through this com m unity only 
a fter wet sea sons producing a  gra ssy cover 

Ripa ria n Open Forest 
 

River Red Gum  – Bla ck Box Open 
Forest 

 Avoid prescribed burning 
 Avoid high intensity fire events 
 No fire thresholds to be a pplied – ecologica l thresholds a re 
flood ba sed 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is usua lly LOW 
due to Low OFH 
 Fire m a y ca rry through this com m unity a fter 
successive wet sea sons producing a  gra ssy 
understorey 

Floodpla in W oodla nds 
 

Popula r Box - Cooliba h W oodla nds  

 An interva l between fire events less tha n 10 yea rs should be 
a voided 

 Avoid high intensity fire events 
 Burning m a y only be conducted  during la te winter – ea rly 
spring 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is usua lly LOW 
due to Low OFH 
 Fire m a y ca rry through this com m unity a fter 
successive wet sea sons producing a  gra ssy 
understorey 

Dry W oodla nds 
 

Mixed Low woodla nds &  
Mulga  – W hite Cypress W oodla nds 

 

 An interva l between fire events less tha n 20 yea rs a nd grea ter 
tha n 50 yea rs should be a voided 

 S om e a rea s should be selected to be m a na ged with a n interva l 
grea ter tha n 100 yea rs 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is usua lly LOW 
due to Low OFH 
 Fire m a y ca rry through this com m unity a fter 
successive wet sea sons producing a  gra ssy 
understorey 

Chenopod shrubla nds / 
Ephem era l gra ssla nds 

 
S a ltbush,Ma irea na , Ca nnonba ll, 
Copperburr S hrubla nds 

 No fire thresholds to be a pplied 
 Vegeta tion cha nging due to rem ova l of gra zing 

 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is LOW during dry 
periods due to Low OFH 
 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is HIGH when 
continuous gra ss cover ha s developed 

S pinifex W oodla nds 
 

T riodia  Hum m ock Gra ssla nds &  
Low Open W oodla nds 

 An interva l between fire events less tha n 5 yea rs, a nd grea ter 
tha n 10 yea rs should be a voided 

 Avoid prescribed burning during periods of extrem e drought 
 Potentia l ra tes of sprea d is HIGH when a   

High – Very High nea r-surfa ce fuel ha za rd 
ha s developed 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra ting system  tha t includes lea f litter, gra sses, shrubs, ba rk type a nd ba rk condition. Consists of ra tings for surfa ce 
fuel, nea r-surfa ce fuel, eleva ted fuel a nd ba rk. 

 

Operational Guidelines - Heritage 
Resource Guidelines 

Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage 

Site Management 

M odifie d tre e s (IS1) 
 Protect the site from  fire, clea r ba se of litter a nd shrubs, exclude site tree from  fire where possible 
 Foa m  m a y be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
 Do not cut trees 
Grou nd b a se d site s (IS2), inclu ding : m iddens, a rtefa ct sca tters, qua rry sites, grinding grooves a nd hea rths 
 Protect sites from  a ny ground disturba nce, including the use of ea rth-m oving equipm ent a nd vehicles 
 Apply a  m a chinery exclusion zone on the shorelines of the Na rra n La kes. 
Re sou rce  site s (IS3), inclu ding  fig -tre e  g rove s 
 Protect site from  physica l disturba nce 
M ytholog ica l site  (548111 6709171) 
 Apply a  m a chinery exclusion zone for a  ra dius of 100 m etres 
 An Aborigina l Herita ge Officer should be consulted during the pla nning of opera tions. 

Historic Heritage 
Site Management 

Grave  Site  
 Apply a  m a chinery exclusion zone for a  ra dius of 25 m etres 
Te re wah she ds (541146 6717702) a nd ya rds (536010 6714101) 
 Protect the site from  fire, exclude a rea  from  fire where possible 
 Foa m  m a y be used to protect the structures, or to extinguish fire 

Threatened Flora and  
Fauna Management 

Enda ng e re d pla nt spe cie s – Wing e d Pe ppe rcre ss (Le pidiu m  m onoplocoide s) 
 Apply a  m a chinery exclusion zone in ha bita t a rea s 
Thre a te ne d e colog ica l com m u nitie s – inclu ding   Brig a low a sse m b la g e s in Dry Woodla nds; Ripa ria n O pe n Woodla nds; a nd, 
Popla r Box - Coolib a h Woodla nds 
 Construct control lines a round sta nds of Briga low a nd Mya ll 
 Avoid the rem ova l of m a ture trees 
Thre a te ne d fa u na  a nd spe cie s su b je ct to CAM BA, JAM BA & RO KAM BA Tre a tie s 
 T he protective a ctions for threa tened fa una  ha ve been incorpora ted into the Opera tiona l Guidelines 
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