
Pilliga  No rth 
Pilliga  North, Pilliga  Na tiona l Pa rk & Sta te 

Conserva tion Area , Including AW C Ma na ged L a nds    
Fire Ma na gement Stra tegy 
2018 - 2023 

 

This stra tegy sho uld  b e used  in c o njunc tio n with a eria l pho to gra phy a nd  field  rec o nna issa nc e. 
T hese da ta are not guaranteed to be free from error or omission. T he NSW  Na tiona l Parks and W ildlife and its employees discla im lia bility for any 

a ct done on the informa tion in the da ta  and any consequences of such a cts or omissions. 
T his document is copyright. Apa rt from any fa ir dea ling for the purpose of study, resea rch criticism or review, a s permitted 

under the copyright Act, no pa rt ma y be reproduced by a ny process without written permission.  
T he NSW  Na tiona l Pa rks a nd W ildlife Service is pa rt of the Office of Environment a nd Herita ge. 

Published by the Office of Environment a nd Herita ge (NSW ). 
Conta ct: NSW  Na tiona l Pa rks a nd W ildlife Service, Northern Inla nd Bra nch 

ISBN: 978-1-925754-54-4 OEH Num b er: OEH2018/0470 La st U pd a ted : 24/05/2019 

 

 

This stra tegy is a  releva nt Pla n und er Sec tio n 38 (4) a nd  Sec tio n 44 
(3) o f the Rura l Fires Ac t 1997. 

 

 

V egeta tio n Thresho ld  Trea tm ent 

To o  Frequently Burnt Fire thresholds ha ve been exceeded. Protect from fire a s fa r a s possible. 

V ulnera b le to  Frequent Fire T he a rea  will be T oo Frequently Burnt if it burns this yea r. Protect from fire a s fa r a s possible. 

Within Thresho ld  Fire history is within the threshold for vegeta tion in this a rea . A burn is neither required nor should one necessa rily be a voided. 

Lo ng U nb urnt Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the a rea . A prescribed burn ma y be a dva nta geous. Consider a llowing unpla nned fires to burn. 

U nkno wn Insufficient da ta  to determine fire threshold. 

No  Regim e Assigned  Area s which do not ha ve recommended fire interva ls a ssigned to them eg. clea red la nd, rock. 

NB. Fire thresho ld s a re d efined  fo r vegeta tio n c o m m unities to  c o nserve b io d iversity 

 

Fire M a na gem ent Zo ne Trea tm ent 

Asset Pro tec tio n Zo nes 
T he objective of APZs is the protection of huma n life a nd property. T his will ha ve precedence over guidelines for the ma na gement of biodiversity. 
Ma inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t Modera te or below. 

Stra tegic  Fire Ad va nta ge 
Zo nes 

T he objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity in loca tions to a ssist conta inment of wildfires, by ma inta ining the Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd less 
tha n HIGH. 

La nd  M a na gem ent Zo nes T he objective of LM Zs is to conserve biodiversity a nd protect cultura l herita ge. Ma na ge fire consistent with fire thresholds. 
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Lo c a lity M a p

V egeta tio n M a p Risk M a na gem ent Info rm a tio n M a pV egeta tio n Fire Thresho ld  M a p

Opera tio ns M a p

Co m m unic a tio ns 
Servic e Cha nnel Lo c a tio n a nd  Co m m ents 
NPW S 
Repea ters 

311 
314 
911C 

 Gwa bega r 
 Pilliga  Ea st (Newell Highwa y) 
 Austra lia n W ildlife Conserva ncy (AW C) 

NSW  Forests 266 (NP82 
80mhz ra dios)  Mount Dowe 

RFS  N008  Digita l Voting 
U HF - CB   Sma ll fires cha nnel 10, la rge fires determined by IMT , AW C usua lly 14 

Avia tion - CT AF 134.70 NIB frequency unless a nother frequency is a lloca ted on a n incident 
Cellphone   T elstra  3G covera ge is genera lly una va ila ble for most of the reserve  

 

Co nta c t Info rm a tio n 
Agenc y Po sitio n / Lo c a tio n Pho ne 

Na tio na l Pa rks 
& Wild life Servic e 

Duty Officer (24 hour) 8275 1742 
Ca stlerea gh Area  Office (bus. hours) 6843 4000 

Austra lia n Wild life Co nserva nc y 
Pilliga  Opera tions Ma na ger 
AW C Hea d Office (Perth) 
Na tiona l Opera tions Ma na ger 
AW C Na rra bri Office 

0476 853 413 
08 9380 9633 
0419 952 590 
02 6792 3613 

NSW Rura l Fire Servic e  
Gwyd ir Tea m  

Micha el Brooks 0427 101 124 
Duty Officer 6792 3667 
Z one Office 6792 3667 
Gwa bega r Briga de –  Bruce McConna ughty 
Merimborough Briga de –  Robert McGra th 
Y a rrie L a ke Briga de –  Michea l Hibbens 
Pilliga  Briga de –  Ma rk W ilkins 

6843 6258 
6796 2652 
6795 6111 
6796 4416 

Fo rest Co rpo ra tio n o f NSW District Ma na ger Northern Cypress 6843 1607 
NSW Fire Briga d e Fire a nd Rescue NSW  000 
Em ergenc y Servic es Police, Fire, Ambula nce 000 

SES  132 500 
Po lic e Ba ra dine 

Na rra bri 
6843 1808 
6792 7199 

Co unc il Na rra bri 6799 6866 
 

Fire Sea so n Info rm a tio n 

Wild fires 
T he critica l wildfire sea son occurs during November a nd December. T his period ma y extend into the first 
ha lf of Ja nua ry. Pa rticula r ca re is required during periods of nega tive Southern Oscilla tion Indices. T he end 
of the critica l fire sea son is often ma rked by wet storm a ctivity. 

Presc rib ed  
Burning 

Effective prescribed burning in a rea s with L OW  - MODERAT E Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd ma y need to be 
conducted once the “critica l fire sea son” a nd thunderstorm sea son is over. Prescribed burning a ttempted 
a fter a utumn ra in is unlikely to be effective. 

 

Herita ge Guid elines 

Ab o rigina l 
Cultura l 
Herita ge 

IS 1 – As fa r a s possible protect site from fire. Do not cut down trees. 
IS 2 – As fa r a s pra ctica ble protect the site from fire. Avoid a ll ground disturba nce a nd driving over           
sites.  Avoid wa ter bombing which ma y ca use ground disturba nce. 
IS 3 – Avoid a ll ground disturba nce. Avoid wa ter bombing. Site ma y be burnt by fire without da ma ge. 
M o d ified  trees 
 As fa r a s possible, protect the site from fire, a nd do not cut trees 
 U se of foa ms & reta rda nt is a ccepta ble. 
Ha b ita tio n sites 
 Exclude control line construction from sites. Consider a  buffer zone of a bout 50 metres from the sites. 
 AIIMS da ta ba ses must be checked a s pa rt of pla nning for fire opera tions. 

Histo ric  Sites 

Old  d o g fenc e 
 As fa r a s possible, protect sections of dog fence from fire 
 U se of foa ms & reta rda nt is a ccepta ble. 
Iro nb a rk Cro ssing histo ric  prec inc t 
 As fa r a s possible, protect the precinct from fire 
 Exclude control line construction from the precinct 
 U se of foa ms & reta rda nt is a ccepta ble. 

Threa tened  
Fa una  & 
Flo ra   

 T he protective a ctions for threa tened fa una  ha ve been incorpora ted into the Opera tiona l Guidelines 
 Ma chinery should be excluded from Briga lo w woodla nd 

So il Ero sio n 
M a na gem ent 

T he soils within the reserve a re genera lly highly dispersive, a nd very susceptible to erosion a fter 
disturba nce. T he construction of control lines a ligned to the direction of wa ter flow will be pa rticula rly 
vulnera ble. 
 L ight bla ding must be employed during control line construction 
 Ba r dra ins or roll-overs must be constructed a s soon a s possible. 

 
Suppressio n Stra tegies 

Co nd itio ns Guid elines 
All vegeta tio n types  
exc lud ing Blo o d wo o d  / Iro nb a rk wo o d la nd  a nd  Bro o m b ush / Ho o k-lea ved  wa ttle shrub la nd s 
Fire da nger ra ting  
L OW  - HIGH 

 Consider a  broa d conta inment stra tegy using existing roa ds, a llowing long-term ma na gement 
requirements for biodiversity  

 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire units. 
Fire da nger ra ting  
VERY  HIGH - 
EX T REME 

 Close pa ra llel a tta ck, moving a round the hea d only when the fire stops running 
 Dista nce between the fla nk a nd ma chinery a nd fire units should be kept to a  minimum   
 If fire is running, it will slow considera bly when it rea ches Briga low, Bela h, Bimble Box or Pilliga  Box 
country 

Blo o d wo o d  / Iro nb a rk wo o d la nd  
Fire da nger ra ting  
L OW  - HIGH 

 Consider a  broa d conta inment stra tegy using existing roa ds, a llowing long-term ma na gement 
requirements for biodiversity  

 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire units. 

Fire da nger ra ting  
VERY  HIGH - 
EX T REME 

 Fa llba ck to existing tra ils a nd roa ds, recently burnt a rea s or vegeta tion with L OW  OFH, when fire 
runs exceed control line construction ra tes 

 Secure a nd deepen control lines on the next predicted downwind side of the fire 
 Ba ckburning effectiveness will drop significa ntly in the a fter humidity sta rts to rise in the ea rly 
evening.  

Bro o m b ush / Ho o k-lea ved  wa ttle shrub la nd s 

Fire da nger ra ting  
L OW  - HIGH 

 Consider a  broa d conta inment stra tegy using existing roa ds, a llowing long-term ma na gement 
requirements for biodiversity  

 Direct a nd pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire units only on dea d 
edges, or in vegeta tion with L OW  OFH. 

Fire da nger ra ting  
VERY  HIGH - 
EX T REME 

 Fa llba ck to existing tra ils a nd roa ds, recently burnt a rea s or vegeta tion with L OW  OFH.  
 Do not a ttempt ba ckburning in the predicted pa th of running fire in this vegeta tion.  
 Ba ckburning must be ca refully timed a nd pla nned to a void a dding to fire runs. 
 Ba ckburning effectiveness will drop significa ntly in the a fter humidity sta rts to rise, a nd wind drops, in 
the ea rly evening.  

 Pa ra llel a tta ck ma y be a pplied with ea rthmoving ma chinery a nd fire units only on dea d edges, or in 
vegeta tion with L OW  OFH. 

W a rning: Fire runs should be a nticipa ted with winds from a ny direction. Entra pment risk is very high. 
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Presc rib ed  Burn 

2016-17: Keelimore –  low intensity pa tchy burn 
2015-16: Oa kla nds W obbly, Old Fence Rd W est –  low intensity pa tchy burns 
2012-13: Billy Reid Roa d –  low intensity pa tchy burn 
2011-12: Pine Roa d –  low intensity pa tchy burn 
2010-11: Ra ilwa y Survey 2, L  Roa d, Dry Roa d –  low intensity pa tchy burns 
2009-10: Ra ilwa y Survey 1, Picka xe North, Picka xe South –  low intensity pa tchy burns 

 

Wild fire 
2014-15: Cubbo Forest Gwa bbega r, Briga low Roa d 
2008-09: L inwood Roa d 
2006-07: Goldmine Roa d, Pilliga  4, Kings Roa d (off-pa rk) 

 

Legend
Apiary Sites

1 Indigenous Site Group 1
2 Indigenous Site Group 2
3 Indigenous Site Group 3

Historic Sites
Threatened Property
Gate NPWS
Gate non NPWS
Heli Landing Site
Helipad
Water Point H & V
Water Point Helicopter
Water Point Vehicle
Vantage Point

#*! Caution
Ì Mine Shaft
!>>! Quarry
#0 Survey Marks

Communications Tower
Fire Tower

¯ Camping Area

¯ Day Use Area
NPWS Estate
State Forests
NPWS Neighbours
AWC Fence
Historic Dog Fence

v Powerlines - Essential Energy
Walking Tracks

Watercourse
MainlyDry
NonPerennial
Perennial
Water Body; Watercourse

Roads
Unclassified
Essential - Cat 1
Essential - Cat 7
Essential - Cat 9
Important - Cat 1
Important - Cat 7
Important - Cat 9
Dormant
Off-Park Roads
Off-Park Tracks
Off-Park - Unnamed Track

Opera tio na l Guid elines 

Aeria l 
Opera tio ns 

 Aeria l opera tions will be ma na ged by tra ined a nd competent personnel. T his includes directing a eria l 
bombing a nd a eria l ignition opera tions 

 T he use of bombing a ircra ft without the support of ground ba sed suppression crews should be limited 
to very specific circumsta nces. 

 All a eria l ignition opera tions require the consent of the NPW S Bra nch Director or the Section 44 
Appointee.  

Ba c kb urning 

 All personnel must be fully briefed before ba ck burning opera tions begin. 
 Ba ckburning in a rea s of L ow –  Modera te OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to 

ma ximise effectiveness. 
 Ba c kb urning in Bro o m b ush m ust b e c a refully pla nned  a nd  tim ed  to  a vo id  fire runs. Prepa ra tion 

for ba ckburning ma y require “wind-rowing” Broombush on the edge of conta inment lines to a ssist 
light-up during low wind conditions. 

Co m m a nd  & 
Co ntro l 

 T he first comba ta nt a gency on site ma y a ssume control of the fire, but then must ensure the releva nt 
la nd ma na gement a gency is notified promptly.  

 On the a rriva l of other comba ta nt a gencies, the initia l Incident Controller will lia ise with the RFS to 
ensure tha t the a gency in comma nd is determined a nd a n Incident Controller is a ppointed. 

Co nta inm ent 
Lines 

 New conta inment lines require the prior consent of a  senior NPW S officer. 
 Construction of new conta inment lines should be a voided, where pra ctica ble, except where they ca n 

be constructed with minima l environmenta l impa ct. 
 All persona l involved in conta inment line construction should be briefed on, a nd must consider both 

na tura l a nd cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 
 All conta inment lines not required for other purposes should be closed immedia tely a t the cessa tion of 

the incident. 

Ea rthm o ving 
Equipm ent 

 Pla nt ma y only be used with the prior consent of a  senior NPW S/AW C Officer.  
 Pla nt must a lwa ys be guided a nd supervised by a n experienced officer, a nd a ccompa nied by a  

support vehicle (NPW S/AW C). W hen enga ged in direct or pa ra llel a tta ck, this vehicle must be a  fire 
fighting vehicle. 

 M a c hinery sho uld  b e exc lud ed  fro m  Briga lo w wo o d la nd  a nd  Gilga i Ta nkla nd s. 
 Conta inment lines running a long va lley a rea s should be constructed 20-50 metres from the gully line 

to a void severe erosion. 
 Pla nt must be wa shed down, where pra ctica ble, prior to it entering NPW S esta te a nd a ga in on exiting 

NPW S esta te.  
Fire 
Suppressio n 
Chem ic a ls 

 T he use of foa m, wetting a gents a nd reta rda nts will NOT  be permitted within 50 metres of da ms a nd 
wa tercourses holding wa ter or the AW C opera tions ba se. 

 T he a eria l use of foa m, gels a nd reta rda nts should be a pproved by the Bra nch Director or delega te. 
 T he use of reta rda nts requires the a pprova l of the Bra nch Director or delega te 

Reha b ilita tio n  W here pra ctica ble, conta inment lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire 
suppression opera tion. 

Wa ter Po ints  Consider deployment of a  bulk wa ter ca rrier to support fire opera tions. 
Sm o ke 
M a na gem ent  Potentia l smoke impa cts a nd mitiga tion ta ctics will be a ssessed during the pla nning of fire opera tions. 

V isito r 
M a na gem ent 

 Implement the emergency ma na gement pla n during Severe + Fire Da nger, or when fires a re 
threa tening wa lking tra ils a nd public use fa cilities. Ensure the closure is a dvertised on the NPW S 
visitor website. 

 A risk a ssessment of a ny guided a ctivities will be underta ken if the FDI is Very High+, or if 
 there is a  fire in the reserve.  
 Advise a pia rists of fire threa ts, a nd the restrictions in pla ce for entry to the reserve. 

WARNINGS 

 The po tentia l ra te o f sprea d  in Bro o m b ush a rea s is very ra pid , a nd  the risk o f entra pm ent very 
high.  
Ba ckburning should not be a ttempted during periods of running fire, pa rticula rly in front of the hea d. 
New conta inment lines ma y only be constructed in a djoining vegeta tion with L OW  –  MODERAT E 
eleva ted fuel ha za rd, except to secure “dea d” edges. 

 Sub-soils in low gra dient a rea s ca n turn to spew when sa tura ted. Vehicles, gra ders a nd dozers ca n 
rea dily bog to the a xles, or worse. 

 Westerly fire runs m a y o c c ur fro m  unsec ured  western fla nks with night-tim e ea sterly c ha nges. 
T his is a  pa rticula r concern a fter fires running with dry south westerly conditions. 

 Pa rts o f the AWC m a na ged  la nd s a re surro und ed  b y a  fenc e with lo c ked  ga tes a s pa rt o f their 
La nd  m a na gem ent pla ns. Keys a re held by AW C sta ff, the Director Northern Inla nd Bra nch (NPW S) 
a nd the Ca stlerea gh Area  Ma na ger (NPW  S). AW C must be consulted if a ccess is required to fenced 
la nds. AW C should be consulted on a ny fire issues likely to impa ct on their ma na gement a rea . 

       Bla c k text –  genera l guidelines Blue text –  reserve specific guidelines Red  text –  importa nt wa rnings 
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V egeta tio n Cla ss (Keith) V egeta tio n M a na gem ent Guid elines Fire Beha vio ur 

Pilliga  Outwa sh Dry 
Sc lero phyll Fo rests 

 Open forest domina ted either by white cypress pine, ironba rk a nd buloke or dirty gum a nd 
white cypress pine, 10-25m ta ll 
 An interva l between fire events of less tha n 20 yea rs should be a voided. A high intensity fire 
ma y be permitted a fter a  fire free interva l of 30 - 50 yea rs 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is Lo w due to L ow to 
Modera te OFH 
 L oca lised a rea s of higher fuel loa ds ma y produce 
restricted a rea s of higher fire intensity 

Shrub la nd s  Communities domina ted by broombush a nd hook-lea ved wa ttle or fringe myrtle a nd westringia   
 An interva l between fire grea ter tha n 25 yea rs should be a voided (includes broombush a rea s) 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is very high due to VERY  
HIGH –  EX T REME eleva ted fuel ha za rd (3+kph) 

Western Slo pes Dry 
Sc lero phyll Fo rests 

 Open forest domina ted by ironba rk euca lypts a nd cypress pine, 10-25m ta ll 
 An interva l of fire events less tha n 15 yea rs a nd grea ter tha n 40 yea rs should be a voided, but 
 A higher fire interva l ma y be permitted a fter a  fire free interva l of 25 yea rs 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is Lo w in most a rea s due to 
L ow to Modera te OFH 
 Lo c a lised  higher fire intensity ma y occur in higher 
ground / nea r surfa ce fuels (ripa ria n a rea s) or higher 
eleva ted fuels (sa nd sto ne shrub b y wo o d la nd s) 

No rth-west Flo o d pla in 
Wo o d la nd s 

 Open woodla nds domina ted by bimble box, bela h, wilga  a nd briga low, 10-20m ta ll, with a n 
understorey of spa rse shrubs a nd ephemera l gra ssy ground cover 
 An interva l of fire events less tha n 20 yea rs should be a voided 
 Exc lud e the use o f m a c hinery from briga low woodla nd 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is Lo w due to L ow to 
Modera te OFH 
 Fire runs a re likely to  slo w down when entering this 
vegeta tion 

Western Slo pes Gra ssy 
Wo o d la nd s 

 Derived spea rgra ss-wa lla by gra ss gra ssla nd, with spa rse white box a nd white cypress pine  
 An interva l of fire events less tha n 15 yea rs a nd grea ter tha n 40 yea rs should be a voided 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is Lo w due to L ow OFH 

Inla nd  Flo o d pla in 
Swa m ps 

 Ephemera l wetla nds domina ted by sedges a nd rushes 
 No  presc rib ed  b urning to be a pplied 
 Exc lud e the use o f m a c hinery 

 Potentia l ra te of sprea d is Lo w due to No or L ow OFH 
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