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Ve ge tation Thre shold  Tre atm e nt 

Too Fre q ue ntly Burnt Fire thresholds have been ex ceeded. Protect from fire as far as possible. 

Vulne rable  to Fre q ue nt Fire  The area will be Too Frequently Burnt if it burns this year. Protect from fire as far as possible. 

W ithin Thre shold  Fire history is within the threshold for vegetation in this area. A burn is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided. 

Long Unburnt Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the area. A prescribed burn may be advantageous. Consider allowing unplanned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient data to determine fire threshold. 

N o Re gim e  Assigne d  Areas which do not have recommended fire intervals assigned to them eg. cleared land, rock. 

N B. Fire  thre shold s are  d e fine d  for ve ge tation c om m unitie s to c onse rve  biod ive rsity 

 

Fire  Manage m e nt Z one  Tre atm e nt 

Asse t Prote c tion Z one s 
The objective of APZ s is the protection of human life and property. This will have precedence over guidelines for the management of 
biodiversity. Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at Moderate or below. 

Strate gic  Fire  Ad vantage  
Z one s 

The objective of SFAZ s is to reduce fire intensity in locations to assist containment of wildfires, by maintaining the Overall Fuel Hazard 
less than HIGH. 

Land  Manage m e nt Z one s The objective of LMZ s is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural heritage. Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

 

Ve ge tation Risk Manage m e nt Inform ationVe ge tation Fire  Thre shold s

Ope rations Map

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 

The critical wildfire season coincides with periods of thunderstorm activity that generally occurs during 
S eptember to December. This period may ex tend into J anuary if the normally reliable summer rainfall does 
not eventuate.  
Fire suppression in this area of few fire trails and difficult terrain relies on early detection and rapid 
response if fires are to be contained to small sizes. 
The end of the fire season is generally marked by wet storm activity. 

Pre sc ribe d  
Burning 

The preferred period for prescribed burning is autumn to early spring when conditions favour self-
ex tinguishment over-night and fires have less impact on critical life stages of biodiversity. 
Prescribed burning should consider the low density of fire trails and the possibility of dry westerly winds 
causing reignition well after the burn is complete. 

 

He ritage  Guid e line s 

Aboriginal 
Cultural 
He ritage  

Torrington SCA has m any Aboriginal Cultural He ritage  site s loc ate d  both on fire  trails and  on 
c re e k line s. Gre e n posts on Carpe t Snake  Road  ind ic ate  whe re  he avy plant m ust lift the  blad e . 
The  prope rty”, Moom bahle ne ” to the  north of the  Re se rve  c ontains m ultiple  ind ige nous site s. 
Prote c tion of the se  site s should  be  a c onsid e ration in the  e ve nt of wild fire . 
IS 1 – As far as possible protect site from fire. Do not cut down trees. 
IS 2 – As far as practicable protect the site from fire. Avoid all ground disturbance and driving over           
sites.  Avoid water bombing which may cause ground disturbance. 
IS 3 – Avoid all ground disturbance. Avoid water bombing. S ite may be burnt by fire without damage. 
Mod ifie d  tre e s 
 As far as possible, protect the site from fire, and do not cut trees 
 Use of foams & retardant is acceptable. 
Habitation site s 
 Ex clude control line construction from sites. Consider a buffer zone of about 50 metres from the sites. 
 AHIMS  databases must be checked as part of planning for fire operations. 

Historic  Site s 
Torrington SCA has num e rous m ine  site s and  assoc iate d  historic  he ritage . 
 As far as possible protect these sites from fire and avoid construction of control lines in their vicinity.  
 The use of foam and retardants is acceptable. 

Thre ate ne d  
Fauna & 
Flora  

Montane  pe atland s and  swam ps of the  N e w England  Table land s are  a Thre ate ne d  Ec ologic al 
Com m unity that e xists in various loc ations ac ross the  re se rve . The se  inc lud e  Care x we tland s. 
 
Prote c tive  ac tions to m aintain the  he alth and  viability of the se  c om m unitie s and  to m aintain a 
varie ty and  d ive rsity of habitats for both flora and  fauna spe c ie s are : 
 Maintain a range of age classes in time since fire across the landscape, and allow for some long 
unburnt areas where possible 

 Minimising the ex tent of frequent high intensity fires 
 S ome protective actions for threatened flora and fauna have been incorporated into the Operational 
Guidelines 

Soil Erosion 
Manage m e nt 

The soils within the reserve are generally shallow and erodible. S teep terrain is susceptible to erosion 
after disturbance. Fire trails used in fire operations should be drained as soon as possible after use. 

 
Suppre ssion Strate gie s 

Cond itions Guid e line s 
Inte nt: The  m ajority of Torrington SCA and  surround ing c ountry was burnt by inte nse  wild fire s in 2019 in the  Gulf 
Road  Fire . The  aim  of suppre ssion should  be  to m inim ise  the  e xte nt and  inte nsity of fire s, until large  are as of the  
re se rve  re turn to ac c e ptable  biod ive rsity thre shold s. Suppre ssion ac tivitie s should  aim  to m inim ise  fire  inte nsity on 
he athland s whe re  possible . 
All ve ge tation type s  

Fire danger rating  
LOW  - HIGH 

 W herever possible and safe, direct attack new ignitions to minimise the fire area. 
 If close containment is not possible, consider a broad containment strategy using ex isting roads.  
 Direct, parallel and indirect attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units. Pay 
attention to the flank on the nex t predicted downwind side and the eastern containment line.  

 Consider retardant lines to link sections of black edge to fire trails. 

Fire danger rating  
V ER Y  HIGH 

 Undertake indirect attack along ex isting or newly constructed containment lines. 
 Close parallel or direct attack may be an option at night depending on weather conditions. 
 Distance between the flank and machinery and fire units should be kept to a minimum   
 S ecure and deepen containment lines on the nex t predicted downwind side of the fire. 
 Identify and prepare contingency containment lines. 
 W ill require aerial support to manage spot overs and monitor fire spread. 
W arning: Entrapm e nt risk is High. 

Fire danger rating  
S EV ER E -
EX TR EME + 

 Firefighter safety is the paramount consideration in deployment. 
 Undertake broad containment strategies using main fire trails and cleared country. 
 Minimise the use of backburning until conditions moderate. 
 Tactics will include property protection where safe and necessary. 
 Close parallel or direct attack and / or mop up of fire edge may be an option at night depending on 
weather conditions. 

W arning: Entrapm e nt risk is High. 
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Fire  History

Ope rational Guid e line s 
Com m unity 
Prote c tion 
Plan 

 This Re se rve  Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy has c onsid e re d  the  c onte nts of the  Torrington 
Com m unity Prote c tion Plan and  is c om ple m e ntary to that plan. The  Torrington SCA RFMS 
also c ontains m e asure s to m inim ise  the  we st to e ast m ove m e nt of wild fire  and  inte ntions to 
d ire c t attac k ne w ignitions whe re ve r safe  to und e rtake  the se  ac tions. 

Hazard  
Re d uc tion 
Burning 

 Landscape scale fires have occurred across this reserve. Hazard R eduction activities in Land 
Management Zones should be limited to hazard reduction burning which aims to create a mosaic of 
age classes since the last fire event. 

Ae rial 
Ope rations 

 Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing aerial 
bombing and aerial ignition operations 

 The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground-based suppression crews should be limited 
to very specific circumstances. 

 All aerial ignition operations require the consent of a senior NPW S  officer or the S ection 44 
Appointee.  

 Thre ate ne d  spe c ie s are  ofte n assoc iate d  with roc ky outc rops. Ae rial ignition should  be  
avoid e d  within 50 m e tre s of roc ky outc rops and  lighting patte rns should  be  utilise d  whic h 
m inim ise  the  im pac ts of fire  and  rad iant he at on the se  outc rops i.e . ignition on the  uphill sid e  
of roc ky outc rops to c re ate  a low inte nsity bac king fire  whe re ve r possible . 

Bac kburning 
 All personnel must be fully briefed before back burning operations begin. 
 Backburning in areas of Low – Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to 

max imise effectiveness. 
Com m and  & 
Control 

 The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant 
land management agency is notified promptly.  

 The initial Incident Controller will liaise with the R FS  to ensure that the agency in command is 
determined and an Incident Controller is appointed. 

Containm e nt 
Line s 

 New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPW S  officer. 
 Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, ex cept where they can 

be constructed with minimal environmental impact. 
 All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both 

natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. 
 All containment lines not required for other purposes should be rehabilitated and closed immediately 

at the cessation of the incident. 

Earthm oving 
Eq uipm e nt 

 Plant may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPW S  Officer.  
 Plant must always be guided and supervised by an ex perienced officer and accompanied by a 

support vehicle (NPW S ). W hen engaged in direct or parallel attack, this vehicle must be a fire fighting 
vehicle. 

 Plant must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPW S  estate and again on ex iting 
NPW S  estate.  

 Earth moving equipment must be carefully supervised and directed when working near rocky 
outcrops 

Fire  
Suppre ssion 
Che m ic als 

 The use of foam, wetting agents and retardants will NOT be permitted within 50 metres of dams and 
watercourses holding water. 

 The aerial use of gels and retardants should be approved by a senior NPW S  officer. 
 The use of retardants requires the approval of a senior NPW S  officer. 

Re habilitation  W here practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire 
suppression operation. 

W ate r Points  W aterpoints may not be reliable in dry conditions. Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to 
support fire operations. 

Sm oke  
Manage m e nt  Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. 

Visitor 
Manage m e nt 

 In S evere + Fire Danger at the Branch Directors discretion, reserves or sections of the reserve may 
be closed or evacuated.  

 Ensure the closure is advertised on the NPW S  visitor website. 
 Advise apiarists of fire threats, and the restrictions in place for entry to the reserve. 

W ARN IN GS 
 Mine  shafts pose  a signific ant risk to fire  fighte rs. 
 During severe and above fire danger ratings containment should be undertaken on the boundary of 

the park adjacent to clear country so that refuge is available. 
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This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se c tion 38 (4) and  Se c tion 44 (3) 
 of the  Rural Fire s Ac t 1997. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ve ge tation Form ation 
(Ke ith) Ve ge tation Manage m e nt Guid e line s Fire  Be haviour 

Cle are d  Land  

 Past clearing events have generated this variable class of vegetation that 
can include native grasses and shrubs, introduced weeds and regenerating 
native overstory species. In this case the cleared areas are minimal in size. 
 No fire intervals are prescribed for cleared areas and fire management 
should be based on the revegetation intent. 

 Potential rates of spread are variable from Low to High given the variation that 
ex ists within this disturbed class of vegetation. Fire behaviour should be assessed 
on its merits and the vegetation present. 

He athland s 

 Avoid Fire intervals of less than 7 years and greater than 30 years. 
 A diversity of fire intervals across the local landscape should be max imised. 
 The se  he athland s c an be  assoc iate d  with othe r thre ate ne d  spe c ie s. 
Avoid  ae rial inc e nd iary on roc ky outc rops assoc iate d  with the se  
he aths. 

 OFH is highly dependent on time since fire. W ind and terrain effects are magnified 
in running heath fires. The potential rates of spread can vary from Moderate to 
V ery High. 
 

 
Dry Sc le rophyll Fore sts 
(Shrubby sub-form ation) 

 Avoid Fire intervals of less than 7 years and greater than 30 years. 
 The minimum interval between high intensity fires should be evaluated on 
forest condition. 
 A diversity of fire intervals across the local landscape should be max imised. 

 OFH is highly dependent on time since fire. The potential rates of spread van vary 
from Moderate to V ery High due depending on OFH. 
 

 
Dry Sc le rophyll Fore sts 
(Shrub/grass sub-
form ation) 

 The minimum interval between low intensity fires is more than 5 years. 
 The max imum interval between fire should be less than 50 years. 
 The minimum interval between high intensity fires should be evaluated on 
forest condition. 

 This class of vegetation is often associated with hilly and steep terrain which 
cause variable fire behaviour with due to terrain driven factors. 
 The potential rates of spread during ex tended dry season can be very high due to 
terrain factors. The very steep terrain, skeletal soils and droughty nature of these 
escarpment sites mean OFH is normally in the range of Moderate to V ery High. 
 S potting associated with uphill fire runs can be severe. 

 

 

 

Fire  Type  Fire  De tails 

Pre sc ribe d  Burn 
2017-18: Torrington S ilent Grove – A medium intensity hazard reduction burn. 

2017-18: Flaggy Creek S FAZ – A hazard reduction that removed all available fuels. 

2015-16: Torrington Town Trail S FAZ – A hazard reduction burn that removed most available fuels. 

 

W ild fire s 

 

2019-20: Gulf R oad – A crown fire in ex treme conditions that burn the 70,000 ha of the reserve and surrounds. 

2018-19: Catarrh Creek R oad – A hot fire in high FDI’s that mainly burnt private country to the east of the reserve 

2018-19: S ilent Grove R oad – A hot fire in high FDI’s that was contained with the use of retardant. 

2018-19: Torrington Complex  – A series of lightning strikes that were detected the morning they started and were ex tinguished R AFT 
direct attack. 

2018-19: Highland Creek – An off-reserve fire that was ex tinguished with R AFT and retardant. 

2015-16: Blatherarm – A fire due to arson that was contained on roads then ex tinguished by rain. 

 

Contac t Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Loc ation Phone  

N ational Parks 
& W ild life  Se rvic e  

Area Manager - Darren Pitt 0427 212 255 
Duty Officer (24 hour) 8275 1742 
Northern Tablelands Area Office (bus. hours) 6739 0700 

N SW  Rural Fire  Se rvic e   
N orthe rn Table land s 

 

NT Zone Manager - Chris W albridge 0428 657 647 
NT Duty Officer 6732 7046 
NT Zone Office 6732 7046 

Fore st Corporation of N SW  
Coffs Harbour 
Grafton 
S tate Duty Officer 

6652 0111 
6640 2222 
9965 4375 

Fire  & Re sc ue  N SW   000 
Em e rge nc y Se rvic e s Police, Fire, Ambulance 000 

SES  132 500 
Polic e  Emmaville 6734 7344 
Counc il Glen Innes S evern 6730 2300 

Loc al Aboriginal Land  Counc il Moombahlene 6736 3219 
Apiary Site s Contact Northern Tablelands Area Office 6739 0700 

Em m aville  Hospital Glen Innes R oad 6734 7900 
 

Com m unic ations 
Se rvic e  Channe l Loc ation and  Com m e nts 
NPW S  
R epeaters 

331, 332 or 335 
330 

631, 632 or 635 
 Mt R oss, Mt MacKenzie or Hallam’s Hill depending on location 
 North V ote Group 
 Fire ground as nominated 

FC NS W  Hallam’s Hill 
(80mhz radios) 

 Not currently programmed into NIB FCNS W  radios. 
 NPW S  holds 80MHz hand helds at Tenterfield and vehicle mounted at Armidale 

R FS   N011  Northern Tablelands Digital V oting 
UHF - CB   S mall fires channel 10, large fires determined by IMT 

Aviation - CTAF 134.70 NIB frequency unless another frequency is allocated on an incident 
Mobile phone   Coverage is patchy throughout the reserve. There is good reception at Nomads day 

use area. 
S atellite Phone 0147 165 975 

0147 154 198  S tored at Glen Innes 
  

Map d e tails 
Datum: GDA_1994_MGA_Zone_56     Geographic Coordinate S ystem: GCS _GDA_1994     Noted scales: True when printed on A0 size paper 
Loc al Gove rnm e nt Are a: Glen Innes S evern / Tenterfield                                     Topographic  Map 1:25,000: Bonshaw 9139N; Ashford 9139S ;  
                                                                                                                                                                          Mole R iver 9239N; Emmaville 9239S . 
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