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2021 - 2026 Numerous unmapped mine shafts occur across the reserve. f%% =
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Area Manager - Darren Pitt 0427 212 255 1259101332695837. E o ® g =
National Parks Duty Officer (24 hour) 8275 1742 X ' E ’ SR
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Service Channel Location and Comments R N @ " & @
331, 332 or 335 Mt Ross, Mt MacKenzie or Hallam’s Hill depending on location 61 7 ce® B oe? TUNSSTEN G Y
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FC NSW Hallam’s Hill e Not currently programmed into NIB FCNSW radios. (& qigow
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The critical wildfire season coincides with periods of thunderstorm activity that generally occurs during IE 2 Indi Site G 2 NPWS Estat K\\@(\é 5: N
September to December. This period may extend into January if the normally reliable summer rainfall does ndigenous oite Group state S\ IENORE g’ I
Wildfires not eventuate. 58 S, L HOMESTEAD > o8
Fire suppression in this area of few fire trails and difficult terrain relies on early detection and rapid Indigenous Site Group 3 Crown Parcel %, \°§o§ oo
response if fires are to be contained to small sizes. e @ ,56 J Slomans Hutlﬂ Franks Hut
The end of the fire season is generally marked by wet storm activity. iTIRIMGUNTAIN K2 29° 17.528'|S Mg’.S“?WAFaCe QO
The preferred period for prescribed burning is autumn to early spring when conditions favour self- E Historic Sites State Forest g}’ 151° 32 064! E enie Arga gutlers ALY WAY Q
Prescribed extinguishment over-night and fires have less impact on critical life stages of biodiversity. seek &) 'F E 2 8:
Burning Prescribed burning should consider the low density of fire trails and the possibility of dry westerly winds & 5U R IS x
causing reignition well after the burn is complete. 574 Threatened Property Water Body § @ %, E‘ Eg 2pmp, e catarrh ¢ l;/
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Operational Guidelines
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Communit e This Reserve Fire Management Strategy has considered the contents of the Torrington . P . _1’
Protectiony Community Protection Plan and is complementary to that plan. The Torrington SCA RFMS @ Water Point Helicopter Proposed Fence Line Track A O% %
also contains measures to minimise the west to east movement of wildfire and intentions to 56 o A Thunderbolts Bonds Creey o o
Plan direct attack new ignitions wherever safe to undertake these actions. @ Water Point Vehicle Roads S AN = topkout 17% v%
Hazard e Landscape scale fires have occurred across this reserve. Hazard Reduction activities in Land NORTH () ?Q INTSHE] oo, EASIHOCME/LIIELE
Reduction Management Zones should be limited to hazard reduction burning which aims to create a mosaic of RN Proposed FAFT g WILLOW =1 ) Nomads o >
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Burning age classes since the last fire event. LH. Heli Landing Site SLENEENE % BN P'C"%\_rea Torrington] CRAERPS SRIVERELD Qo@\)‘\ qocky Cregy
o Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing aerial . Strategic, Cat 1 = %, ey & é;za{z;}-
bombing and aerial ignition operations e "T Fire Lookout o 2 m @A
e The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground-based suppression crews should be limited 55 o = Strateqic. Cat 7 = o
. to very specific circumstances. . rateégic, La 9)/ .m
Aerial o Al aerial ignition operations require the consent of a senior NPWS officer or the Section 44 R Mine Shaft _ — _ _
Operations Appointee. TERERRE] StrategiC, Cat9 Beardy River EE R [y Z
o Threatened species are often associated with rocky outcrops. Aerial ignition should be QB Quarry Afoje ‘ _Ed
avoided within 50 metres of rocky outcrops and lighting patterns should be utilised which ) 0@@ (WEUICAMP] E &
minimise the impacts of fire and radiant heat on these outcrops i.e. ignition on the uphill side 54 =smmmuns Tactical, Cat 9 OL% [SPRINGEIELD) <
of rocky outcrops to create a low intensity backing fire wherever possible. 2 Gate NPWS C‘éb CICINEU]
e All personnel must be fully briefed before back burning operations begin. O HOUDING SU_Sup
______ Oth Cat7 29 JRAYALE
Backburning | e Backburning in areas of Low — Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to er, La & COXS
imi i > Gate non NPWS [EASTHOLUME]
maximise effectiveness. SVIIVERNA ‘
e The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant | —— ( ( ~ eeeeeaaeas Other, Cat 9 & @
Command & land management agency is notified promptly. S Camping Area 49,\\0W0‘ _
Control e The initial Incident Controller will liaise with the RFS to ensure that the agency in command is 53 . - E:
determined and an Incident Controller is appointed. ———— Main Access Road LI% et = m
e New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPWS officer. + Picnic Area < \ottery & TE
e Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can Dormant %’ %' g;e U2 MASCO]
Containment be constructed with minimal environmental impact. 8 Api Sit 3 % S ,57( N— FERNDALFERANEA
Li e All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both . piary oites o L % IE S < ¢ DA “
Ines natural and cultural heritage sites in the location. Off-Park Roads Q”o 2, W) @OAD ark W
e All containment lines not required for other purposes should be rehabilitated and closed immediately 52 v v Powerlines - Essential Energy % “'b,@ —
at the cessation of the incident. . ? D cek
e Plant may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPWS Officer. . Walking Tracks ?.’* SUMMERNIUUE Q,C} @ gf
e Plant must always be guided and supervised by an experienced officer and accompanied by a Contour Lines - 100m Qs)@q E YANNIE] S WNILARD®
support vehicle (NPWS). When engaged in direct or parallel attack, this vehicle must be a fire fighting o 8 6
Earthmoving vehicle. | | | | | Batfery C' ® s JBEVIEVUE] )
Equipment e Plant must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPWS estate and again on exiting 51 §" 7, ,
NPWS estate. N 0 1 2 3 4 BOWEREER %
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e Earth moving equipment must be carefully supervised and directed when working near rocky km o0 » '?O
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Fire e The use of foam, wetting agents and retardants will NOT be permitted within 50 metres of dams and Scale: 1:45,000 I§~\Q WESTIVALE/GARTVORE JEERi] ? >
Su ression watercourses holding water. Datum/Projection: GDA94 MGA Z56 g Castlefag Cl' (%J
ppre e The aerial use of gels and retardants should be approved by a senior NPWS officer. z ARNEr T T T T T 1 2 Creet z
Chemicals o The use of retardants requires the approval of a senior NPWS officer. Q 1 1 1 1 1 1 8
Rehabilitation | ° ZYJ;‘Z?Z spsr;ﬁ'giggt;%ntamment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire 341 342944E 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 385%44E 3
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Water Points o  Waterpoints may not be reliable in dry conditions. Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to © ©
support fire operations. - - - - - - -
I\Sllr:::geement e Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. Vegetatlon Vegetatlon Flre Th reShOIds FI re H IStO ry RISk Management Info rmatlon
e In Severe + Fire Danger at the Branch Directors discretion, reserves or sections of the reserve may
Visitor be closed or evacuated.
Management e Ensure the closure is advertised on the NPWS visitor website.
e Advise apiarists of fire threats, and the restrictions in place for entry to the reserve.
* Mine shafts pose a significant risk to fire fighters.
WARNINGS e During severe and above fire danger ratings containment should be undertaken on the boundary of "/
the park adjacent to clear country so that refuge is available. / y
Heritage Guidelines
Torrington SCA has many Aboriginal Cultural Heritage sites located both on fire trails and on /
creek lines. Green posts on Carpet Snake Road indicate where heavy plant must lift the blade.
The property”, Moombahlene” to the north of the Reserve contains multiple indigenous sites.
Protection of these sites should be a consideration in the event of wildfire.
IS 1 — As far as possible protect site from fire. Do not cut down trees.
;e IS 2 — As far as practicable protect the site from fire. Avoid all ground disturbance and driving over
Aboriginal sites. Avoid water bombing which may cause ground disturbance. APZ - Blath C d
Cultural IS 3 — Avoid all ground disturbance. Avoid water bombing. Site may be burnt by fire without damage. , 40 > DRI CEIU RS
Heritage Modified trees — Torrington /Catarrh
L
e Asfar as possible, protect the site from fire, and do not cut trees ‘\ ;Cm/nplex/// C,re,ell( I}d,,
e Use of foams & retardant is acceptable. L/, Torrington
Habitation sites / ///
e  Exclude control line construction from sites. Consider a buffer zone of about 50 metres from the sites. ! R
s AHIMS databases must be checked as part of planning for fire operations. Blatherarm APZ - Slomans and Franks Huts
Torrington SCA has numerous mine sites and associated historic heritage. The Gulf Road Wildfire APZ - Mystery Face
Historic Sites | ¢ As far as possible protect these sites from fire and avoid construction of control lines in their vicinity.
e The use of foam and retardants is acceptable.
Montane peatlands and swamps of the New England Tablelands are a Threatened Ecological APZ - Nomads
Community that exists in various locations across the reserve. These include Carex wetlands.
Highland TENT - Flaggy Creek SFAZ ]
Threatened Protective actions to maintain the health and viability of these communities and to maintain a Creek __—APZ-Torrington Town
variety and diversity of habitats for both flora and fauna species are:
F &
auna * Maintain a range of age classes in time since fire across the landscape, and allow for some long
Flora unburnt areas where possible
e Minimising the extent of frequent high intensity fires
e Some protective actions for threatened flora and fauna have been incorporated into the Operational
Guidelines
Soil Erosion The soils within the reserve are generally shallow and erodible. Steep terrain is susceptible to erosion Gulf Road Fire 2019
Management after disturbance. Fire trails used in fire operations should be drained as soon as possible after use. 1:200,000 1:200,000 /// 1:200,000 1:200,000
/
Suppression Strategies TR TR "
egetation Formation . L . . . . . . .
Conditions | Guidelines (K:’ith) Vegetation Management Guidelines Fire Behaviour Vegetation Threshold Treatment Fire Type Fire Details Fire Management Zone Treatment
| :Th jori f Torri A i i ildfi in 2019 in th If - - - - " - - - .
;;:ztl:iree-;-?‘aej:::]yo? suc;)rpr;r;gts?gnsgh oslr:‘dbseutr;ontirn?::igs:ct)rl:g :it:’:tsaalérmtzx;]t;ez? iixlsdl:;iﬁ II:rg?e :r:;:; :f?hue » Past clearing events have generated this variable class of vegetation that | e Potential rates of spread are variable from Low to High given the variation that
reserve return to acceptable biodiversity thresholds. Suppression activities should aim to minimise fire intensity on can include native grasses and shrubs, introduced weeds and regenerating | exists within this disturbed class of vegetation. Fire behaviour should be assessed Fire thresholds have been exceeded. Protect from fire as far as possible. 2017-18: Torrington Silent Grove — A medium intensity hazard reduction burn.
heathlands where possible. Cleared Land native overstory species. In this case the cleared areas are minimal in size. |  on its merits and the vegetation present. The objective of APZs is the protection of human life and property. This will have precedence over guidelines for the management of
All vegetation types « No fire intervals are prescribed for cleared areas and fire management Prescribed Burn 2017-18: Flaggy Creek SFAZ — A hazard reduction that removed all available fuels
e Wherever possible and safe, direct attack new ignitions to minimise the fire area. should be based on the revegetation intent. Vulnerable to Frequent Fire The area will be Too Frequently Burnt if it burns this year. Protect from fire as far as possible. ' ' biodiversity. Maintain Overall Fuel Hazard at Moderate or below.
i i * If close containment is not possible, consider a broad containment strategy using existing roads. « Avoid Fire intervals of less than 7 years and greater than 30 years o OFH is highly dependent on time since fire. Wind and terrain effects are magnified . ; ; ; ;
Flrﬁg\%\_gﬂlgﬂng « Direct, parallel and indirect attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units. Pay e tir/}e o Iarg1dsca . should};e méximised il gh;/ath ?ires o e o.f A e Moderategto 2015-16: Torrington Town Trail SFAZ — A hazard reduction burn that removed most available fuels.
attention to the flank on the next predicted downwind side and the eastern containment line. Y P ’ . 9 ' P P ry ) ) o . ) . ) . .
. . . : ’ ) * These heathlands can be associated with other threatened species. Very High. Fire history is within the threshold for vegetation in this area. A burn is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided.
e Consider retardant lines to link sections of black edge to fire trails. . . .
« Undertake indirect attack along existing or newly constructed containment fines. Avoid aerial incendiary on rocky outcrops associated with these 2019-20: Gulf Road — A crown fire in extreme conditions that burn the 70,000 ha of the reserve and surrounds.
¢ Close parallel or direct attack may be an option at night depending on weather conditions. heaths. . N : - , Strategic Fire Advantage The objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity in locations to assist containment of wildfires, by maintaining the Overall Fuel Hazard
Fire danger rating | © Distance between the flank and machinery and fire units should be kept to a minimum « Avoid Fire intervals of less than 7 years and greater than 30 years. « OFH is highly dependent on time since fire. The potential rates of spread van vary Long Unburnt Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in the area. A prescribed burn may be advantageous. Consider allowing unplanned fires to burn. 2018-19: Catarrh Creek Road — A hot fire in high FDI's that mainly burnt private country to the east of the reserve 4 & ) y il 9
* Secure and deepen containment lines on the next predicted downwind side of the fire. « The minimum interval between high intensity fires should be evaluated on from Moderate to Very High due depending on OFH. —
VERY HIGH ° |dent|fy and prepare Contingency containment lines. Dl'y Sclerophyll Forests forest condition. 9 ty yH9 9 W|Idf|res 2018-19: Silent Grove Road — A hot fire in hlgh FDI's that was contained with the use of retardant. Zones less than HIGH
o Will require aerial support to manage spot overs and monitor fire spread. Shrubby sub-formation . . . - - .
Warning: Entrapment risk is High. ( y ) o A diversity of fire intervals across the local landscape should be maximised. Unknown Insufficient data to determine fire threshold. 2018-19: Torrington Complex — A series of lightning strikes that were detected the morning they started and were extinguished RAFT
o Firefighter safety is the paramount consideration in deployment. ¢ The minimum interval between low intensity fires is more than 5 years. e This class of vegetation is often associated with hilly and steep terrain which direct attack.
* Undertake broad containment strategies using main fire trails and cleared country. « The maximum interval between fire should be less than 50 years. cause variable fire behaviour with due to terrain driven factors.
Fire danger rating ¢ Minimise the use of backburning until conditions moderate. Dry Sclerophyll Forests . ; b i iy fi Th tential rat £ : t hiah ¢ No Regime Assigned Areas which do not have recommended fire intervals assigned to them eg. cleared land, rock. s . . . o ) o ) ) ) ) o
SEVERE - o Tactics will include property protection where safe and necessary. * The minimum interval between high intensity fires should be evaluated on | « The potential rates of spread during extended dry season can be very high due to 2018-19: Highland Creek — An off-reserve fire that was extinguished with RAFT and retardant. Land Management Zones | The objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural heritage. Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds.
property p v (Shrub/grass sub- forest condition. terrain factors. The very steep terrain, skeletal soils and droughty nature of these
EXTREME + e Close parallel or direct attack and / or mop up of fire edge may be an option at night depending on escaroment sites mean OFH is normally in the rande of Moderate o Very High . ) . o )
weather conditions. formation) 'P . : s y g ry High. NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity 2015-16: Blatherarm — A fire due to arson that was contained on roads then extinguished by rain.
Warning: Entrapment risk is High. 7 * Spotting associated with uphill fire runs can be severe.




