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Vegetation Threshold Treatment 

Too Frequently Burnt Fire thresholds ha ve b een  exc eeded. Protect from  fire as far as possib le. 

Vulnerable to Frequent Fire The area will b e Too Frequen tly Burn t if it b urn s this year. Protect from  fire as far as possib le. 

Within Threshold Fire history is within  the threshold for vegetation  in  this area. A b urn  is n either required n or should on e n ec essarily b e a voided. 

Long Unburnt Fire frequen c y is b elow fire thresholds in  the area. A prescrib ed b urn  m a y b e a dva n ta geous. Con sider a llowin g un pla n n ed fires to b urn . 

Unknown In suffic ien t data to determ in e fire threshold. 

No Regime Assigned Areas whic h do n ot ha ve rec om m en ded fire in terva ls assign ed to them  eg. c lea red la n d, roc k. 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity 

 

Fire Management Zone Treatment 

Asset Protection Zones 
The ob jec tive of APZs is the protection  of hum a n  life a n d property. This will ha ve prec eden c e over guidelin es for the m a n a gem en t of b iodiversity. 
M a in ta in  Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd at M oderate or b elow. 

Strategic Fire Advantage 
Zones 

The ob jec tive of SFAZs is to reduc e fire in ten sity in  loc a tion s to assist con ta in m en t of wildfires, b y m a in ta in in g the Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd at HIGH or b elow. 

Land Management Zones The ob jec tive of LMZs is to con serve b iodiversity a n d protect c ultura l herita ge. M a n a ge fire con sisten t with fire thresholds. 

 

Vegetation

Risk Management InformationVegetation Fire Thresholds
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Vegetation Formation (Keith) Vegetation Management Guidelines Fire Behaviour 
The eastern  ha lf of W ashpool Nation a l Park is m a in ly a la rge tra c t of wet vegetation  types dom in a ted b y ra in forest a n d wet sc lerophyll forest a n d fires are la rgely self-m oderatin g. The western  a n d n orthern  parts of east W a shpool NP (a dja c en t to private property a n d State Forest gra de in to dry sc lerophyll forests whic h are fire 
pron e. Ac c ess is very lim ited, a n d few roa ds a n d tra ils exist. 
The western  part of W a shpool NP a n d the SCA are m ore a c c essib le a n d gen era lly fire pron e. V egetation  form ation s c ha n ge with b oth aspect a n d topographic  position  a n d ha ve m ore typic a l forest types for this section  of the esc arpm en t. 

Rainforest 

 No prescrib ed b urn in g should b e con ducted. 
 Avoid high in ten sity fires c lose to ra in forest b oun da ries. 
 Sub sta n tia l areas of ra in forest oc c ur in  the ea stern  ha lf of the reserve. They m a y or m a y n ot b e assoc ia ted with dra in a ge fea tures. 
They usua lly gra de in to wet sc lerophyll forests. In  the western  part of W a shpool, ra in forest is in  isolated poc kets assoc ia ted with 
dra in a ge lin es. 

 Poten tia l rates of sprea d are usua lly very low to zero rate of sprea d. 
 Exten sive tra c ts of ra in forest c a n  provide a form ida b le b a rrier to the m ovem en t of fire. 

Wet sclerophyll forests (shrubby sub-formation) 

 The m in im um  in terva l b etween  m oderate in ten sity fires is 25 yea rs.  
 The m in im um  fire in terva l b etween  high in ten sity fires should b e m ore tha n  25 yea rs. 
 A diversity of fire in terva ls a cross the loc a l la n dsc a pe should b e m a xim ised. 
 These forests are gen era lly in  the eastern  part of W ashpool n ea r ra in forest area s. 
 In  the western  part of W a shpool these forests are gen era lly on  sheltered slopes or assoc ia ted with dra in a ge features. 

 The poten tia l rates of sprea d durin g extended dry season c a n  b e High due to High to Extreme OFH. 
 There is a high poten tia l for spottin g in  this vegetation  type. 
 Fires are often  of high in ten sity. 

Wet sclerophyll forests (grassy sub-formation) 

 The m in im um  in terva l b etween  low in ten sity fires is less tha n  10 yea rs. 
 The m in im um  in terva l b etween  high in ten sity fires should b e m ore tha n  10 yea rs. 
 A diversity of fire in terva ls a cross the loc a l la n dsc a pe should b e m a xim ised. 
 This is the dom in a n t form  of wet sc lerophyll forest in  the reserve. In  the ea stern  ha lf of W a shpool, it is gen era lly on  the lower slopes. In  
the western  part of W ashpool, it is the dom in a n t vegetation  type in  a ll b ut the m ost exposed topographic  position s.  

 The poten tia l rates of sprea d durin g extended dry season c a n  b e High due to Moderate to Very High OFH. 
 There is a high poten tia l for spottin g in  this vegetation  type. 
 Fires are often  of high in ten sity. 

 
Dry Sclerophyll Forests (Shrubby sub-formation) 
 

 Avoid Fire in terva ls of less tha n  7 yea rs a n d greater tha n  30 years. 
 The m in im um  in terva l b etween  high in ten sity fires should b e eva lua ted on  forest con dition . 
 A diversity of fire in terva ls a cross the loc a l la n dsc a pe should b e m a xim ised. 
 This is form ation  is in  poc kets m a in ly in  the ea stern  part of the reserve.  

 OFH is highly depen den t on  tim e sin c e fire. The poten tia l rates of sprea d va n  vary from  M oderate to V ery High due depen din g on  
OFH. 

Dry sclerophyll forests (shrub/grass sub-
formation) 

 The m in im um  in terva l b etween  low in ten sity fires is m ore tha n  5 yea rs. 
 The m a xim um  in terva l b etween  fire should b e less tha n  50 years. 
 The m in im um  in terva l b etween  high in ten sity fires should b e eva lua ted on  forest con dition . 
 This is form ation  is gen era lly in  m id or lower slope topographic position s in  la rger tra c ts of forest. It is a m a jor forest type in  the 
western  part of the reserve.  

 The poten tia l rates of sprea d durin g exten ded dry season  c a n  b e very high. due to terra in  fa c tors. OFH is normally in the range 
of Moderate to Very High. 
 Spottin g assoc iated with uphill fire run s c a n  b e severe. 

Heathlands 

 Avoid Fire in terva ls of less tha n  7 yea rs a n d greater tha n  30 years. 
 A diversity of fire in terva ls a cross the loc a l la n dsc a pe should b e m a xim ised. 
 These heathla n ds c a n  b e assoc ia ted with other threaten ed spec ies. Avoid a eria l in c en dia ry on  roc ky outcrops assoc iated with these 
hea ths. 
 These n orthern  m on ta n e heaths are sm a ll a n d fra gm en ted a n d are foun d surroun ded b y dry or wet sc lerophyll forests. They oc c ur in  
b oth the eastern  a n d western  parts of W a shpool. Fire in  these wet a n d dry sc lerophyll forests dom in a te fire regim es in  the he a thla n ds. 

 OFH is highly depen den t on  tim e sin c e fire. W in d a n d terra in  effec ts are m a gn ified in  run n in g hea th fires. The poten tia l rates of 
sprea d c a n  va ry from  M oderate to V ery High. 
 

Forested wetlands 

 Avoid fire in terva ls of less tha n  7 years a n d m ore tha n  35 years. 
 Avoid high in ten sity fires 
 A m a xim um  fire In terva l of 40 yea rs. 
 These river oa k sec tion s a lon g dra in a ge lin es in  coasta l va lleys are gen era lly n arrow a n d sub jec t to the fire regim es in  the surroun din g 
euc a lypt forests. 

 Poten tia l rates of sprea d are depen den t on  season a l con dition s. 
 Low OFH and hence low rates of spread oc c ur in  dry yea rs. 
 A Low - Moderate OFH m a y develop a fter suc c essive wet season s produc in g c on tin uous groun d cover. In  these con dition s 
poten tia l rate of sprea d m a y b e Moderate. 

Freshwater wetlands 
 Fires should b e a voided un less required for strategic  protection  of the reserve 
 M a n y of these sites are sm a ll areas surroun ded b y other more expa n sive Keith com m un ities. The fire regim es in  these surroun din g 
vegetation  types will to a large exten t dictate the fire regim es of the Freshwater W etla n ds. 
 Strategic b urn in g should a void fire in terva ls of less tha n  6 yea rs a n d greater tha n  35 yea rs. 

 Poten tia l rate of sprea d is varia b le with season a l fa c tors. OFH m a y vary from M oderate to V ery High depen din g on  season a l 
growth a n d sta ge of c urin g. 
 Fire in ten sity a n d ROS are depen den t on  OFH. However given  the gen era lly sm a ll area  of these com m un ities, the effec ts will b e 
loc a lised. 
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Fire Type Fire Details 

 

Prescribed Burn 

2019-20: Tim b a rra HR. A 4,070 ha b urn  of m oderate in ten sity that was partia lly overb urn t b uy the Glen  In n es S44 wildfires. 

2017-18: Spira b o Complex (Farn ell LM Z ) – A moderately hot ha zard reduction  b urn . 

2017-18: Spira b o Complex (Nyla n ders Loa d) - A m oderately hot ha za rd reduc tion  b urn . 

2017-18 Gwydir Hwy North LM Z  - A moderate in ten sity fire that rem oved m ost fuels in  dry sc lerophyll grassy un derstory vegetation .  

2016-17: Fourb ulls SFAZ  – A moderate in ten sity ha za rd reduc tion  b urn . 

2016-17: W est W ashpool – A moderate in ten sity fire that rem oved m ost fuels a dja c en t to Bow Tra il a n d M orven  Tra il. 

 

 

Wildfire 

2019-20: The Glen  In n es S44 com plex of fires b urn t a b out 80% of the reserve a n d m ost of the surroun din g la n dsc a pe un der drought stressed con dition s. Uphill run s a n d win d driven  fires often  resulted in  
hea vy crown  scorc h. Un b urn t sec tion s in c lude the n orth west n ea r Billyrim b a , a sec tion  of reserve n ea r Farn ell Roa d, a n d a n  exten sive area  of ra in forest in  the ea stern  section  of W ashpool NP. 

2018-19: M t Spira b o Roa d, Sa n dy Flat. Suspec ted arson . 

2018-19: Billyrim b a . An  esc aped fire from  private property. 

2018-19: Upper Roc ky River Roa d, M oogem . 

2017-18: Farn ell Roa d – A moderate in ten sity fire. 

2017-18: Heffron  Lookout Gwydir Highwa y 

2016-17: Spira b o – A hot wildfire. 

2016-17: Dem on  Creek – A hot wildfire. 
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This strategy should be used in conjunction with aerial photography and field reconnaissance. 
These data are not guara nteed to b e free from error or om ission. The NSW  Nation a l Parks a n d W ildlife a n d its employees disc la im lia b ility for a n y a ct don e on the in form ation in the 

data a n d a n y consequen c es of suc h a cts or om issions. 
This doc um en t is copyright. Apart from  a n y fa ir dea lin g for the purpose of study, researc h c ritic ism  or review, as perm itted un der the copyright Act, n o part 

m a y b e reproduc ed b y a n y proc ess without written  perm ission .  
The NSW  Nation a l Parks a n d W ildlife Servic e is part of the Departm en t of Pla n n in g, In dustry a n d En viron m en t.  

Pub lished b y the Offic e of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge (NSW ). 
Con ta c t: NSW  Nation a l Parks a n d W ildlife Servic e, Northern  In la n d Bra n c h 

ISBN: 978-1-922558-88-6 DPIE Number: EES2021/0216 Last Updated: 02/07/2021 

 

 

This strategy is a relevant Plan under Section 38 (4) and Section 44 (3) of the Rural Fires 
Act 1997. 
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